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Through The Grapevine 
April 2025 

North Texas               

Tree Identification  

Presented by Courtney Blevins,                 
Regional Forester with Texas Forestry Service  

 

Texas has a great deal of species     

diversity and there are many          

different types of tress.  

Learn the basics of tree identification.  

 

Meeting Information: Tuesday, April 22, 2025       

Social and refreshments: 9:30 a.m.       Program: 10:00 a.m.  

Grapevine Convention Center at 1209 S. Main Street    

Please feel free to print off the plant sale 

flyer and distribute it to                    

friends and family.  
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Presidentõs Message  

One of our favorite trips was to Ireland back in 2012. Of course, we flew into the wrong 
airport in Dublin. Our tour started in Shannon on the opposite coast! (OOPS!) We hired a 
driver to take us across the country. When I remarked about how green it was, our driver 
said, ñWe do green very well!ò He has not seen Texas at this time of year! The new green 
leaves on our oak trees glow with an almost unearthly hue. And our bluebonnets are a 
perfect companion as they have a glow all their own. One intrepid seed even germinated 
in the crack in the sidewalk!  

 
   Spring, as it awakens, traditionally brings with it hope, and  
   a sense of ñpossibilityò for the year that lies ahead. With             
  the year we have just had, the possibilities seem                        
 particularly   poignant. In my yard, I am still waiting to see  
 which plants survived and which will need to be replaced.   
 The shrubs around our pond look really pitiful, but the fish 
 donôt care!  Only three inches long when we bought five of 
 them years ago, they survived our giant snapping turtle and 
 stray great blue herons, are now around eighteen inches 

long and have spawned multiple times! Hopefully, it will be lovely having baby koi to  
enjoy again this year. 
 
We can hardly wait for the GGC Plant Sale on  
Saturday, April 12th. Karen and Judy have done a 
wonderful job organizing their many committees. 
Our buyers have been busy    visiting wholesale 
nurseries and our volunteers have been assisting 
GGC members dig heirloom plants from their 
home gardens. It should be a wonderful fundraiser 
for our scholarship and civic projects such as West 
Texas Street and Civic Seed Grants. See you there!  

                                                                                                                  uDinah Chancellor  
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Annual  Spring Luncheon  

Tuesday, May 20th                                                                   

From  10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Trawick Pavilion at Lake Grapevine           2700 Darren G. Medlin Trail  

 

Our ôEnchantedõ Spring Bash is approaching.  Be sure to mark the date on your       
calendar and come to enjoy the delicious food provided by members in a beautiful 
setting overlooking Lake Grapevine.  

This convivial gathering is an opportunity to acknowledge civic leaders who support 
the clubõs activities and to meet the newly elected slate of officers and scholarship 
recipients for 2025 -2026.  

Luncheon sign -up sheets will be available at the general meeting or you may email 
Nora DiFonzo with your RSVP. Please indicate that you will be providing either a    
salad or dessert.   Members may invite guest(s) to the luncheon. Their names should 
be listed with your RSVP. You need to sign -up or RSVP by May 10.  

Please bring the recipes  of your special dish(es) if you want to share.  We will have a 
collection area for recipes and Barbara Atkins will be publishing our clubõs  recipes 
collection.  

A garden, however big or small, can provide us a sanctuary from the hustle and    
bustle of daily life, offering a space for quiet contemplation and rejuvenation.   So 
this year, our theme is ôyour enchanted garden.õ Come celebrate in your floral attire 
and hat like a garden tea party, or in your garden overalls and boots and hat, or even 
come dressed as a bird, bee, butterfly, plant, etc. ñwhatever you feel inspired by your 
garden or find in your closet.   

As always, we are looking forward to having a great time together and enjoying the 
camaraderie and friendship among members and guests.  
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Please refer to the GGCõs website  for full calendar  of club events.  

Fort Worth Audubon Society (FWAS) Spring Bird Walk  

Parr Park in Grapevine ð 8:00 a.m., Sunday, April 13 th  

Join GGC member Karen Rice and other FWAS members on a bird 

walk at Parr Park on Sunday, April 13th, 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. Beginner 

bird watchers are welcome! We will be looking for bird species that 

may visit here during their spring migration. Meet in the parking lot 

by the Rotary Pavilion. For further information, contact Karen Rice.  

~ Karen Rice   

GGC Workshop ð Container Gardens  

 A container garden workshop was held on March    

 28 th .  The outlook for the day did not seem promising 

 as the early morning rain left Parr Park a little sloshy 

 around the covered pavilion. The weather cleared and 

 the workshop proceeded. After instructions by Karen 

 Rice, participants selected plants to build  their pots. 

All attendees produced beautiful patio container   

gardens to take home. Fun was had by all in this   

lead -up to the plant sale and the spring growing season. Thanks go to Michelle  

Terry for planning another great workshop!  

 

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar/
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Schedule Changes for the 2025 -2026 General Meetings  
The first three general meetings of our 2025 -2026 season will be held on different Tuesdays than usual.  

September 30, 2025          October 21, 2025          November 18, 2025  

 

West Texas Street Spring Flower Planting Event  

Tuesday, April 15 th  at 9 a.m.  

West Texas Street in Grapevine  

  Itõs not too late to volunteer to help out for the spring 

 flower planting event at West Texas Street!  

  Wear your grubbies and come prepared to dig in the 

 dirt with your fellow Garden Club members! When we 

 are done, the beds will look awesome, the residents will 

be thrilled and those that want to will all go to lunch at Jakeõs on Main Street in    

Grapevine. Dress for the weather and bring garden tools for weeding, digging,     

pruning and planting.  

Email Irene Binyon or Robin Pond to volunteer.  

2025 -2026 GGC Membership Dues are Due!  

Your 2025 -2026 membership dues are due on or before June 1. We are asking all       

members to renew online by scanning the QR code or using the GGC link below to      

complete their renewal.  New members may also register at this site. It is very quick and 

easy to do. Your renewal is not complete until we receive your online renewal and       

payment. Please renew by June 1 st to ensure you continue to receive the newsletters, 

Eblasts and remain in our directory.  

Membership:  

$30 for an individual  

OR 

$35 for family membership (1 Household, 1 Yearbook and a maximum of 3 members)  
 

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/membership/ 

 

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/membership/
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The GGC Executive Committee recommends that Shari Stanfield receive honorary life membership in 
the Grapevine Garden Club. This recommendation will be presented at the April general meeting and 

may be approved by a majority vote of the voting members present.  

 

Bylaws 4.01 ñDefinition of honorary life membership: An Honorary Life Membership requires no fee and is a      
non -voting membership conferred upon the recommendation of the executive committee and a majority vote of the 

voting members present in recognition of service to the Grapevine Garden Club, Inc.  

Shari Stanfield joined the Grapevine Garden Club in 1999, quickly becoming very 

involved and supportive of club activities and projects.  

 

She held several officer positions:  Recording Secretary in 2000 & 2001,    

Yearbook Chair in 2002 and Publicity Officer in 2004 -2006.  Shari especially 

enjoyed Coordinating the Butterfly Flutterby in 2003, and January ð June, 

2004. The Grapevine Botanic Garden also was one of her favorite projects ñ

coordinating docents, leading tours and activities with adults and children 

and co -liaison between the Grapevine Botanical  Gardens and Master Garden-

ers (2006 -2010). Shari was involved with the Redbud Tree Project, cashiering 

for the annual Plant Sale, as well as digging and planting at the Heritage      

Garden located at Grapevineõs Cotton Belt Depot complex (1995-2002).     

 

One of her greatest contributions was her vision of a School Garden for Elementary children. Due to 

her vision and promotion, the Heritage Elementary Garden was started in 2008 and is thriving today.  

 

Shariõs gardening style emphasizes a cottage garden style,  intertwining natives and a pond/waterfall 

feature. Her garden has been featured on the clubõs Gardens on View tour three times. She was         

inspired by earning her Texas Master Gardener Certification (2002 to 2022), as well as Master           

Naturalist and Master Composter.   

 

Shari Stanfield was an FAA traffic controller for 29½ years, serving at various airports, especially her 

beloved Anchorage, Alaska, area. Upon retirement, she moved to Grapevine, Texas, in 1994. Like many 

gardeners, Shari is a lover of cats. She is adventurous and has enjoyed extensive travel, both domestic 

and overseas. She enjoys spending time with her daughter, son and two granddaughters.     
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Garden Tools Sharpening  

Get your garden tools sharpened and ready for this spring. I will 

clean and sharpen your garden tools and get them ready to dig, 

prune or clip again. All you need to do is put your name on them, 

bring them to a general meeting and I will clean and sharpen 

them and bring back to a general meeting. If this does not work 

for you or the tools will not fit in your car, I will pick up and   

deliver. I will  sharpen shovels, hoes, pruners, hedge clippers and 

lawnmower blades, if you can remove it. Call me for anything 

else. For this service, you can give a modest donation to the GGC 

Ways and Means fund.  The charge for this service is $3 per tool.  

You can pay at a general meeting. What is simpler than that?  

And if you are worried about the condition of your tools, no 

names will be reported for tool abuse. If you have any questions, 

give me a call.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                 ~ Chuck Voelker (Yearbook page A -83) 

Welcome to our                         

newest members:  

Sandee Clark  

Lisa Dixon  

John and Jeanne Ruiz  

Linda Runnerstrom  
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AWARDS  

OF           

MERIT  

Flowercade 2025  

A big thank you to the 14 participants who took part in Flowercade, 

which resulted in very impressive results for GGC.   

 

We had 62 horticulture entries and won - - well, 62 ribbons.  Eight extra 

special awards were presented and GGC won 7 of them.  They were:  

HORTICULTURE AWARD OF EXCELLENCE  

DONNA YOUNG: Red & pink geranium  

Karen Rice:     

Asparagus  

Sheri Jones: 

Columbine  

Karen Rice:     

Spanish Bluebells  

Rachel Clark: 

Alocasia hybrid  

ARBOREAL 

AWARDS  

Chuck Voelker:  

Mock Orange (left)  

Donna Young:  

Lace leaf Japanese maple 

(right)  
Continued on pages 10 and 11  
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Flowercade 2025  

Members also entered hats, wreaths, miniature gardens  

and floral arrangements.   

These entries were not judged but they were enjoyed by the public.  

MINIATURE  

GARDENS 

Donna Young  Michelle Terry  

Hat by  

Mary  Ledeboer  

Wreath by  

Mary Ledeboer  

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS  

Michelle Terry  Rachel Clark  
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ECO Talks: Powering the Future with Wind and Clean Energy  

Join us for an enlightening lecture on alternative energy! The UTD Wind Energy Club will  
explore clean energy forms, debunk common misconceptions and discuss wind energy     
options in residential communities.  

Wednesday, April 16th, 7 -8 p.m.  Location: The REC of Grapevine, 1175 Municipal Way  

Register: KeepGrapevineBeautiful.org/Wind  

Grapevineõs Earth Day Celebration  
Sponsored by Kubota Tractor Corporation  

To mark Earth Day, come join us locally  in this global effort to       
improve our world. This fun -for -all occasion is held at the  beautiful 
Botanical Gardens. Activities include hands -on crafts, food and      
education opportunities that teach how to preserve and  support our 
natural environment  

Saturday, April 26th from 10 a.m to 1 p.m.  

Location: Grapevine Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park, 411 Ball Street  

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS  

Flowercade 2025  

Mary Ledeboer  Donna Young  Donna Young  

https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/wind/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/earthday/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/earthday/

