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Through The Grapevine 
March 2025 

Texas Landscaping 

By Sian Rees 

Landscape designer 

Tarrant County Master Gardener 

Sian, a professional landscape        

designer for 15 years and a Master   

Gardener for seven years, will       

provide valuable insight into          

designing and planting interesting 

and personalized garden spaces for 

our tough Texas climate. Her    

presentation covers the seven basic 

principles of design and will          

empower the everyday gardener with 

tips and tools for creating wonderful 

water smart spaces. 

 

Meeting Information: Tuesday, March 25, 2025       

Social and refreshments: 9:30 a.m.       Program: 10:00 a.m.  

Grapevine Convention Center at 1209 S. Main Street    

Please feel free to print off the plant sale 

flyer on  page 6 and distribute it to   

friends and family. 
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President’s Message  

I think most people would say, “This is my favorite time of the year!” Count me among 

that number! My daffodils are coming into bloom and my pansies and violas are           

recovering from our recent freezing weather. Fruit trees and flowering quince are    

emerging in my backyard. The winter migrating birds are still visiting native plants and 

bird feeders waiting until the food supply north of here is sufficient to sustain them as 

they travel to their summer breeding grounds.  

Monarch butterflies are beginning to leave the mountain forests of southern Mexico to fly 

north to procreate. When they traveled south through our area last fall, they were seeking 

nectar from autumn blooming plants to give them energy for the long journey. Now   

Monarchs need nectar and milkweed on which to lay their eggs. With our recent cold 

weather, the milkweed plants are lagging behind and may not be ready yet to be devoured 

by Monarch caterpillars! I do hope that the Monarchs delay their journey north so it 

matches the milkweed plants emerging in our gardens! 

Judy McDoniel and Connie Angelot, our new Seed and Plant Exchange co-chairs, have 

had their initial meeting and are excited about sprucing things up. Connie and Judy are 

enthusiastic with great ideas. Stop by their table at the next General Meeting and bring 

seeds in clear plastic bags with your name, seed names, whether annual or perennial in 

our area - and most importantly - your phone number so they can contact you with any 

questions as they design new seed packet labeling.    

With nicer weather outside my windows this morning, it seems to be a great time to dig 

and divide plants in your landscape that seem to have become crowded and a bit unhappy. 

At the same time, I am trying to be patient and see which plants survived our recent 

freeze or which may need to be replaced with fresh plants from our Plant Sale on          

Saturday, April 12th.  

My advice? Get outside. Dig in the dirt. Enjoy every moment as you enhance the natural 
world in your gardens—or simply in pots on your deck! 

Dinah Chancellor 

 

 

Sculpture from Seward Johnson, currently                     

on display at The Dallas Arboretum  

https://www.dallasarboretum.org/events-activities/dallas-blooms/


 

March 2025 3 www.grapevinegardenclub.org 

 

Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar  of club events. 

Schedule Changes for the 2025-2026 General Meetings 
The first three general meetings of our 2025-2026 season will be held                   

on different Tuesdays than usual. 

Reasons for Schedule Changes: 

September and October—The facility was already booked for other events, necessitating the        

rescheduling of our meetings in these months. 

November—The November meeting was moved up a week to avoid meeting during Thanksgiving 

week. Hopefully this will allow more to attend. 

New Meeting Dates 

September 30, 2025          October 21, 2025          November 18, 2025 

Annual                    

Spring Luncheon 

Tuesday, May 20th         
From  10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Trawick Pavilion at Lake Grapevine           

2700 Darren G. Medlin Trail 

 

Come to our “Enchanted” Spring Bash and enjoy the delicious food provided by members and guests 

in a beautiful setting overlooking Lake Grapevine. 

This convivial gathering is an opportunity to acknowledge civic leaders who support the club’s      

activities and to meet the newly elected slate of officers and scholarship recipients for 2025-2026. 

Luncheon sign-up sheets will be available at the general meeting or you may email Nora DiFonzo 

with your RSVP and indicate that you will be providing either a salad or dessert.   

Members may invite a guest to the luncheon. Their name should be listed with your RSVP.  

You need to sign-up or RSVP by May 1st. 

This year our theme is your “enchanted garden” so come celebrate in your floral attire and hat like a 

garden tea party, in your garden overalls and boots and hat or even come dressed as a bird, bee,  

butterfly, plant, etc.—whatever you feel inspired by your garden or find in your closet.  

As always, we are looking forward to having a great time together and enjoying the camaraderie and 

friendship among members and guests. 

 

~ Thank you, Nora DiFonzo, Spring Luncheon Coordinator 

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar/
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Indoor Plant Donations for Plant Sale 

 
*Tired of bringing your tender plants inside? Some of them would make wonderful houseplants 

for a new plant mom/dad. 

 

*Tired of taking care of that indoor plant that needs way too much attention?  

 

*Is there a plant not happy in your house; maybe it’s time for it to move on? 

 

* Book shelves too full of plants? Make more room for your favorite reads by donating your extra 

plants to our sale. 

 

*Are you learning how to propagate? Share your new babies with us! 

 

*Consider repotting a plant into a pot you no longer favor, we can bump up the price if it is in an 

attractive or whimsical pot! 

 

* Tired of waiting for that African violet or orchid to rebloom? Donate it to another brave soul! 

 

Please support our indoor plant sale on April 12th. If everyone donated just one indoor plant,       

we would have over 270 to sell!  Please participate to help boost our profits that support our       

College Scholarship and Civic Seed Programs. 

Welcome to our newest  

members: 

Ty Kelly       

Cindy Louderbough 

Casey Marsh 

Mason Marsh      

AND Welcome back to: 

Betsy Marsh 

 

Gardener’s Corner: The February “Bring and Buy Sale” was very 

successful. We made $164 from items that were donated by our 

fabulous members. People went away with some real bargains and 

a lot of fun was had by all. Look for the “Bring and Buy” to return 

—and when it does, bring garden items that someone will want to 

take home with them!  

Restocking the Gardener’s Corner: We are expecting a new   

shipment from Lavender Ridge Farm in Gainesville. Members love 

their products and we were cleared out of several items by the 

end of the last meeting. But not to worry. We will have more next 

month, including lavender sachets and gardener’s salve.  

Craft Fair: It’s not too early to think about participating in our 

annual autumn Craft Fair. We have four members and their     

families already signed up! I will have the sign up sheet at the 

March meeting. A six foot table costs $15.  

~ Alexandra Evans, Gardener’s Corner 

Sculpture from Seward   

Johnson, currently on display 

at The Dallas Arboretum  

https://www.dallasarboretum.org/events-activities/dallas-blooms/
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Plant Sale: Saturday, April 12th  

 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Spring is in the air and the GGC Plant Sale will be here before you 

know it.  If you are considering potting up garden or house plants to 

donate for the sale, please note the following. 

 * We are close to a month away, so please get your donations potted 

up soon so they have time to root. 

 * If you need soil or pots, please contact Judy or Karen ASAP.  

                            * If you need the plant list template, please contact us. 

Other than Cashier Assistants and Cashiers, our other volunteer opportunities are full.     

If you have not been at a general meeting and know you can help the week of, email Judy 

and Karen to let us know. 

Host digs are under way and the team has dug and potted up close to 500 plants.  

We look forward to another successful sale and truly appreciate all the volunteer efforts 

going on now and the upcoming week of and day of the sale.   

~ Judy Sutherland (Yearbook A-78) and Karen Stephenson (Yearbook A-75) , Plant Sale Co-Chairs 

The Plant Sale Team still needs some volunteers for Cashiers and Cashier 

Assistants…. for specific time shifts.  

Cashier Assistants – greet customers who are ready to pay.  Take the      

color-coded knives from each plant and mark the numbers of each color   

on the plant sale ticket.  Customers take the ticket to the cashier to pay. 

8:45 – 10:45    One volunteer needed 

10:30 – 12:30  Two volunteers needed 

12:15 – 2:15    Four volunteers needed 

Cashiers to take credit cards – using your smartphone or tablet with the Square app and a 

reader.  Customers will have a plant sale ticket for your use inputting the amount due.       

Instruction will be provided on how to take payments. (It is not hard) 

8:45 – 10:45    One volunteer needed 

12:15 – 2:15    Two volunteers needed 

Contact Linda Robbins (Yearbook A-70) to volunteer or to ask questions about the positions. 

Please feel free to print off 

the plant sale flyer on    

page 6 and distribute it to    

friends and family. 
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 Wall-Farrar Adopt-An-Area – Trail Tidy-up 

Monday, March 24th  at 9 a.m. 

It should be warmer and the wildflowers starting to bloom for our March GGC Trail 
Tidy-up Walk. Everyone is welcome to join us for our March 24th walk. This is our    
bi-monthly community Adopt-An-Area service project canvassing for litter. Location 
is the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail Grapevine. Parking is allowed courtesy of Church at the 
Cross at 3000 William D Tate Ave in Grapevine.  

~ Karen Rice and Robin Pond, Coordinators 

Grapevine Botanical Garden Welcomes Wounded Warrior Project  

The Wounded Warrior Project wellness           

  group visited the Grapevine Botanical      

 Gardens for a docent tour on March 4th.     

 It was that wild weather day which    

 started with tornado warnings and ended 

 with a giant dust storm - as evidenced in 

 the photo. The tour went on as planned 

 and the group enjoyed being in the       

 garden. The attendees learned a little 

 about garden design and about the     

 various habitats and features of the    

garden. Docents Joan Hunter, Ginger Jones and Karen Rice hosted the group as 

part of the GGC Docent Program.                  ~ Karen Rice, GGC Docent Coordinator 

Garden Tools Sharpening 

Get your garden tools sharpened and ready for this spring. I will clean and sharpen 

your garden tools and get them ready to dig, prune or clip again. All you need to 

do is put your name on them, bring them to a general     

meeting and I will clean and sharpen them and bring back to 

a general meeting.  If this does not work for you or the tools 

will not fit in your car, I will pick up and deliver.  I will  

sharpen shovels, hoes, pruners, hedge clippers and 

lawnmower blades, if you can remove it.  Call me for any-

thing else.  For this service you can give a modest donation 

to the GGC Ways and Means fund.  The charge for this       

service is $3 per tool.  You can pay at a general meeting.  

What is simpler than that?  And if you are worried about the 

condition of your tools, no names will be reported for tool 

abuse.  If you have any questions, give me a call.                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                          ~ Chuck Voelker (Yearbook page A-83) 

Before 

After 
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Understanding Your Sprinkler System  

Workshop April 8th 2-3 p.m. 

Vine Events Center 

Free workshop on the basics of home sprinkler systems - presented by Chuck Voelker. 

Topics include: 

* An overview of how water gets to your home and to your sprinkler system 

* How to diagnosis common problems – identifying the most common homeowner   

sprinkler problems 

* How to determine the proper corrective action – how to isolate the sprinkler problem 

and determine what to fix and how to perform a repair 

* Demonstration on repairing the most common problems with readily available tools  

* Water conservation – some easy methods to optimize your sprinkler system to conserve 

water 

* Overview of installing a drip irrigation system.  

You may register at the March General Meeting or by contacting                                 

Michelle Terry (Yearbook A-80)                                                                                                  
Walk-ins accepted. No fee for this workshop. 
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Flowercade Prep Day 

Friday, April 4th at 9 a.m. 

Location: Karen Rice’s driveway (Yearbook A-69) 

 

Chuck Voelker’s Swiss chard won an Award of Merit in 2024.  You can too!! 

Bring your horticulture specimens to Karen’s driveway and we will help you 
prepare the specimens in green glass bottles and help you fill out the entry 
card. 

Specimens can be annuals, perennials, bulbs, herbs, shrubs or trees.   

The committee will transport the specimens to the Fort Worth Botanic     
Gardens for the competition.   

The entries will be judged and you may win ribbons.  

 

Other Flowercade Entries 

People’s Choice Judging 

The Show is April 5th & 6th at the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens. 

Please contact Pam Braak (Yearbook A-10) to reserve a table and stand. 

No artificial plant material can be used, accessories allowed. 

 

 

Wreaths 

Floral 

Design 

Miniature 

Garden 

Hats 
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West Texas Street Workday 

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped with West Texas 

Street in February! Deanna Moore, Nancy Lewis, Judy McDoniel, 

Tom Crook, Beverly Gill, Steve Fulton, Peggy Harris and          

non-member Wayne McNinch! And thank you to our leads Pam 

and Greg Braak, Susan Stanek, Joe Krimm, Bruce Herndon, Tina 

and Rick Bruns and Laurie Evans.                                                     

We appreciate all of you! 

We had a beautiful day and accomplished our goal of pruning 

and cleaning up the beds in  preparation for spring! 

Don’t miss our next workday on Tuesday April 15th, at 9 a.m. 

when we will be planting our summer annuals!                        

Sign up at the General meeting in March or contact Irene Binyon (Yearbook A-6) or Robin 

Pond (Yearbook A-67). 

~ Irene Binyon and Robin Pond, Co Chairs 
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Gardeners On The Go 

On February 27th, Gardeners on the Go had a fun trip to Green Acres Nursery  

in Irving.  We enjoyed a presentation and then a guided tour of their awesome   

facility. At the end of the tour, from a variety of quart size plants, we got to 

choose one to take home for free.  We had a nice turnout of 32 members. After 

our visit to Green Acres, we headed over to Blue Goose Cantina  in Grapevine, 

for some food and fellowship.  We had 22 members for lunch. Thanks to       

everyone who joined in the fun, food and fellowship. 

 

 

 

  On March 7th, Gardeners on the Go, had 23 members meet up for a trip to    

       Dallas Arboretum.  Some of us took a guided informative tour of the                        

       DeGolyer House. We all toured the garden and saw lots of beautiful tulips,        

      daffodils, hyacinths, pansies and much more. We enjoyed some awesome              

      statues by Seward Johnson thru out the garden, one being 24 feet                                             

      tall.  Some of us went to the demonstration and taste test over in the                         

     vegetable garden. We ended out visit with a tour of the Daffodil Show in                   

    Rosine Hall.  Following our trip to Dallas Arboretum, 15 of us headed over to 

Texan Kitchen in Euless on Main Street, for our choice of breakfast or lunch.  Thanks to everyone who 

joined in the fun, food and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming: 

On March 27th, Gardeners on the Go, has a trip planned for Landscape Systems in Keller for a      

presentation and tour of their awesome facility.  All members will get a 10% discount on all purchases 

for that day. Then we will be heading on over to Uncle Julio's in Grapevine for lunch.  You can contact 

Jeff and Donna Young (Yearbook A-89) to get on the list or you have one more opportunity to sign up 

to at the next general meeting on March 25th.  

~ Jeff and Donna Young, Gardeners on the Go 

Blue Goose Cantina 

Texan Kitchen 

The Dallas Arboretum 
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ECO Talks: Protecting the Past While Ensuring a Clean Future 

Dive into the world of cultural resources management archaeology and environmental     
consulting led by an archeologist. Hear about their work with cadaver dogs, Civil War      
burials and Tribal engagement efforts. 

Wednesday, April 2nd, from 7-8 p.m.   Location: The REC of Grapevine, 1175 Municipal Way 

Register: KeepGrapevineBeautiful.org/CleanFuture 

ECO Talks: Powering the Future with Wind and Clean Energy 

Join us for an enlightening lecture on alternative energy! The UTD Wind Energy Club will  
explore clean energy forms, debunk common misconceptions and discuss wind energy     
options in residential communities. 

Wednesday, April 16th, from 7-8 p.m.  Location: The REC of Grapevine, 1175 Municipal Way 

Register: KeepGrapevineBeautiful.org/Wind 

Grapevine’s Earth Day Celebration Sponsored by Kubota Tractor Corporation 

To mark Earth Day, come join us locally in this global effort to improve our world. This    
fun-for-all occasion is held at the  beautiful Botanical Gardens. Activities include hands-on 

crafts, food and education opportunities that teach how to preserve and  
support our natural environment 

Saturday, April 26th from 10 a.m to 1 p.m. 

Location: Grapevine Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park, 411 Ball Street  

Gardeners on the Go at The Dallas 

Arboretum, photographed with 

sculptures by Seward Johnson.  

Dallas Blooms at The Dallas       

Arboretum runs through         

April 13th.  

https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/cleanfuture/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/wind/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/earthday/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/earthday/

