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President’s Message

Well we had been enjoying a taste of Spring—and our daffodils are starting to emerge.
Many of the buds that have begun to swell actually have an “anti-freeze” within them to
prevent them from dying when the temperature drops suddenly—as it often does at this
time of year in Texas. The buds also have within them the entire leaf form they will
become. Our hollies are still heavy with berries and are welcoming the cedar waxwings
who are gorging on them as they descend in huge flocks. You may be aware that the
gorgeous red berries on nandinas are poisonous to birds who eat quantities of them, so
clipping off the nandina berries is not a bad idea. Our natural world is full of miracles—
and we can enhance it by caring for its inhabitants.

GGC has so much going on this spring: the April Plant Sale with digging parties for
heirloom plants from members’ gardens, Bring and Buy at our next General Meeting,
West Texas Street work days, Wall-Farrar Trail Tidy-ups, workshops, Africa violet
propagation, Bird Walks with our partner Fort Worth Audubon Society, Gardeners on the
Go tours, Flowercade at the Fort Worth Botanical Garden and our Spring Luncheon in
May. We love the fact that our club continues to grow. But just as we want the unique
niches of our plants and animals to be nourished in the natural world, we want our
members to find their own niche within our club. Getting lost in a huge organization is
not fun, so we encourage all members to get involved. Find your own niche! Say yes
when you are asked to take on a leadership role. Volunteer to serve at one of these events
or ongoing projects. We need you. And hopefully you need us!

@ Dinah Chancellor
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West Texas Street Workday~ February 18th at 10 a.m.
It’s Winter clean-up time at West Texas Street! The perennials need pruning, weeds need
to be pulled and we need to dig up all those baby trees our friends the squirrels have
planted for us! Wear your boots and grubbies, bring your pruning shears and weeders
and let’s have fun meeting new friends and making West Texas Street look great!

It might be a little cool so dress for the weather and we will start at 10 a.m. After we are
all done, those who wish meet up at Jake’s on Main Street in Grapevine to socialize, share
stories and enjoy lunch! We always have a great time, so come and join us!

~ Robin Pond and Irene Binyon, Co-Chairs West Texas Street Project
Laurie Evans, Tina and Rick Bruns, Bruce Herndon,

Joe Krimm and Susan Stanek (Leads)

GGC Yearbook Update

There are still some 2024-25 GGC Yearbooks available. Please contact me if you would like
one and cannot attend the February meeting. Limited supply and one copy per member or
family.

The January addendum will be available at the February meeting. This includes new
members and any corrections since the publication of the current yearbook.

If you don’t have a picture in the yearbook, I am glad to take your picture at the General
Meeting or you can send a headshot directly to me at yearbook@grapevinegardenclub.org.
Questions or comments, please contact me. ~ Karen Stephenson (Yearbook Page A-75)

Important Update on September 2025 Meeting
The September 2025 meeting would normally be held on September 23rd but

will be held on September 30th. This change is due to the convention center
not being available on the original date.

We are providing advance notice for your planning . Please update
your calendars accordingly and plan to join us on the new date.

Our spring luncheon will be held on
Tuesday, May 20th, from 10:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at the Trawick Pavillion
on Grapevine Lake.

Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar of club events.
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Indoor Plant Donations for Plant Sale

*Tired of bringing your tender plants inside? Some of
them would make wonderful houseplants for a new
plant mom/dad.

*Tired of taking care of that indoor plant that needs
way too much attention?

*Is there a plant not happy in your house; maybe it’s
time for it to move on?

* Book shelves too full of plants? Make more room for
your favorite reads by donating your extra plants to our sale.

*Are you learning how to propagate? Share your new babies with us!

*Consider repotting a plant into a pot you no longer favor, we can bump up
the price if it is in an attractive or whimsical pot!

* Tired of waiting for that African violet or orchid to rebloom? Donate it to an-
other brave soul!

Please support our indoor plant sale on April 12th. If everyone donated just one

indoor plant, we would have over 270 to selll Please participate to help boost
our profits that support our College Scholarship and Civic Seed Programs.

Welcome to our K ‘W

new member:

Cathie Rosemann ) GGC is currently looking for a volunteer (or two) to lead up our
seed and plant exchange table at our general meetings.

Job description: Display seeds and bulbs at our meetings for
AND Welcome back to =¥ free distribution with information on varieties displayed.

Janice Crandall and Interested? Contact Dinah Chancellor (Yearbook Page A-13)

Shelby Varvel

ol
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Plant Sale preparations are ongoing!

PLANT SALE NEWS

Please visit the Plant Sale Table at the February
General Meeting to sign up for ALL the
volunteer positions needed in the next couple
of months, the week of the plant sale and the
day of:

* Diggers (February and March)

* Hosting a dig at your home (February or
March)

* Set Up (week of and day of)

* Pretty Up (week of)

* Cashiers and Cashier Assistants (day of)

* Holding Area (day of)

If you are potting up plants (garden plants or houseplants) at your home in the
next month and need supplies, please contact Karen or Judy asap and we can
provide a Dig Kit as well as information on labeling your plants.

Do you have aluminum mini-blinds that need a home? The Plant Sale team uses
them to make labels for the donated plants. We really need mini-blinds and
could use your help. Let us know and we can coordinate a pick up date/time.

We will be retiring after this year’s sale. We continue to hope a great person/team
will step up to chair this event. If you are interested, let us know and you can
shadow us to get a feel for the duties. It’s a lot of fun and a great way to get to
know your fellow gardeners.

Any questions, don’t hesitate to contact us!

Judy Sutherland (Yearbook Page A-78) and Karen Stephenson (Yearbook Page A-75)

February Brings Back The Bring and Buy Sale!

Somebody wants what you no longer need!

Such a success last year, the Bring & Buy sale returns to our general
meeting on February 27th. If you have garden-related items (tools,
books, décor, etc) you are not using any more, please bring them
with you that day and drop them off at the Bring & Buy tables
across from the Gardeners Corner in the foyer. Proceeds from the
day’s sales will be put into our general fund.

|
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GRAPEVINE GARDEN CLUB sg-
29TH ANNUAL PLANT SALE =",

\;/’{1

SATURDAY, APRIL 12TH X
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

GRAPEVINE BOTANICAL GARDENS
411 BALL STREET

« TEXAS NATIVE PLANTS - PERENNIALS - ANNUALS
HANGING BASKETS - HOUSE PLANTS

SUCCULENTS - GARDEN DECOR

GMPWIN[ MASTER GARDENERS ON-SITE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS GRAPEVINE
PROCEEDS BENEFIT GGC SCHOLARSHIP & CIVIC PROGRAMS ' GARDEN CLUB
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Last call for Scholarship Applicants

The Grapevine Garden Club is proud to offer scholarships to qualified applicants for
the 2025-2026 academic year. The purpose of this scholarship is to encourage the
study of Horticulture, Floriculture, Landscape Design, Conservation, Forestry, Botany,
Agronomy, Plant Pathology, Environment Management, City Planning or other related
subjects.

Applications must be received by MARCH 1, 2025.

Qualifications: Scholarships may be awarded to any of the following individuals
planning to attend college in the Fall of 2025 with a declared major in a horticulture-
related subject:

- A graduating senior residing in the city limits of Grapevine or enrolled in the
Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.

- A graduating senior who is the child or grandchild of any Grapevine Garden
Club member.

- A scholarship recipient from the previous year.

- A college student with a permanent residence in Grapevine or within the
Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.

Please communicate this scholarship availability to anyone you know who might
meet our criteria. Details can be found on pp 14-15 (Standing Rules) in the back of
our yearbook. Applications can be found on the GGC Website.

If you have any questions, please contact: Kathryn Armstrong (Yearbook Page A-2)
and Liz Lovett (Yearbook Page A-49), Co-Chairs, Scholarship Committee.
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Container Garden Workshop

March 28th from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Location: Parr Park Pavilion

Container Garden Workshop with Karen Rice

Sign-up deadline is March 5™

After a long break, the Container Garden Workshop
is back!

Come build a container garden pot for your porch or pa-
tio. Bring your own container + $30 fee.

Workshop limited to 30 attendees.

Bring a clean container / pot with a dimension measuring approximately 20” for
pot diameter + pot height.

We will give a short session with instructions and a
demonstration, plus provide the soil mixture and a
selection of plants.

Sign up at the February General Meeting. When you
sign up, please specify if your pot will be con-
structed for a shady or sunny location.

Note: Pictures depict sample plant combinations only. Exact
@8 plant selection will depend on plant availability at the time of
=¥ the workshop.

Contact Michelle Terry (Yearbook Page A-80) or
Karen Rice (Yearbook Page A-69) for more information.

ol
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Flowercade Prep Day

Friday, April 4™ at 9 a.m.
Location: Karen Rice’s driveway

Bring your horticulture specimens to Karen’s driveway and we will help you prepare
the specimens in green glass bottles and help you fill out the entry card.

Annuals Perennials Bulbs Herbs
Shrubs Trees

Consider cutting your specimens the night before and
placing them in water to allow them to harden off. Your

If you are a new member, this is a fun way to get acquainted with other members. The
committee will transport the specimens to the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens for the
competition. The entries will be judged and you may win ribbons.

OTHER FLOWERCADE ENTRIES TO BE JUDGED
BY THE PUBLIC

The Show is April 5th & 6th at the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens

Wreaths
Hats
Miniature Gardens
Floral Designs

Start planning your entry today.
Contact me if you have questions.

Pam Braak, Flowercade
(Yearbook Page A-10)
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Grapevine Parks and Recreation Best Actor Awardee:

Karen Rice

Cindy Harris, Volunteer Services and Beautification Manager

for Grapevine Parks & Recreation (PARD), presented GGC

member Karen Rice as a Best Actor Awardee at the annual |

Volunteer Appreciation Brunch held on January 23 at REC’s &

Stewart Hall. The Best Actor award goes to a volunteer E

within PARD and/or Keep Grapevine Beautiful that has

demonstrated outstanding commitment by sharing their

time and expertise. Harris introduced Karen stating that

this volunteer has served PARD activities and given

countless hours to PARD for well over 10 years, sharing her

expertise in plants and trees. She mentioned that Karen

coordinates the GGC Adopt-An-Area service for Wall-Farrar

Trail at Parr Park, oversees the Grapevine Botanical Gardens (GBG) docent programs,
serves as a liaison between PARD and Citizen Foresters and has even helped prepare for
the Daddy Daughter Dance.

GGC members are aware of Karen’s contributions in
promoting the club’s objectives during the last 19
years and were delighted to see her acknowledged for
her community service. Karen has served as a GGC
officer (President, Treasurer, 3 VP) and in chair
positions including Fall Bulb Sales, Civic, Plant Sale,
Gardeners On The Go, Workshops, GBG Docents,
Gardeners on Trips and Tours (GOTT) and Community
Civic Programs. Check out the newsletter and weekly
eblast updates and take the opportunity to become
better acquainted with Karen as she conducts the
Wall-Farrar Trail Tidy-Up, Audubon Bird Walk, African
Violet Propagation Workshop and the GBG docent training sessions.

For more information about opportunities to serve as a PARD volunteer,
contact Cindy Harris, Volunteer Services and Beautification Manager

814-410-3490

charris@grapevinetexas.gov

~ Article by Joetta King, GGC Historian
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Grapevine Garden Club recognizes and celebrates members who have been members for 25 years or more
by designating them as members of the Silver Circle. There are twenty members in the Silver Circle, of which
four have been added this year. During the year we will highlight those new members.

Silver Circle Honoree: René Herndon

-h,_ Member since 1999 ~ 25 Years

-ll@ﬁ-

Lk

René Herndon was invited to the May 1999
new member luncheon by her friend and
fellow church member, Rachel Clark. That
spring luncheon was held at Edie Williams'
home. René found out enough about the
garden club to pique her interest and she
joined the Grapevine Garden Club that fall.

Over the next few years, she realized how
much she and her husband Bruce loved
working in their yard and garden. Having had
no experience or education in gardening,
René recognized the educational opportunity
GGC offered. Plus, being a "social" person,
she could tell it would be fun to get to know
the ladies (and few gentlemen) in the
club. Eventually she felt the need to help in leadership roles.

René has held the office of 2™ Vice President Membership, the Outreach office for 2
years, lead Flowercade for two years, was the Scholarship Committee Chair position for
three years, as well as being our club President during 2008-2009.

René has been active not only in GGC but also in volunteering in Grapevine. The
Grapevine Convention and Visitors Bureau has honored her and Bruce by naming them
the Chairs of the 2016 GrapeFest and the 2022 Main Street Festival. They are active
members of the Grapevine Wine Pouring Society and First Methodist Church
Grapevine. Together, René and her husband continue to enjoy gardening and the
inherent continued education it brings to their lives.

Photos of the Herndon'’s garden
from Gardens on View in
October 2021

ol
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GARDENERS ON THE GO
-

Save the Dale
Green Acres Nursery

When: February 27, 2025
Where: Green Acres Nursery & Supply - Irving, TX

Join us for a visit to this Awesome nursery.

We will be given a presentation, then a tour of the nursery.
A free quart size plant of your choosing will be available to
each attendee after the tour.

Lunch to follow: Blue Goose
Grapevine, TX s
Lunch is an additional cost! ¥ ’f% ] 5‘5 .:
 EN

Meet Up: Grapevine Botanical Garden
9:15 a.m. for car pooling

GARDENERS ON THE GO

Save the Date

Dallas Arboretum

When: March 7, 2025
Where: Dallas Arboretum -Rosine Hall

Join us for “Daffodils Around the World” the

American DaffodllSOC|ety Southern Region and NGC, Inc.
Small Standard Flower Show.

No Annual Pass Cost is $14.00 + Parking $10.00

With Annual Pass Cost 0.00

Lunch to follow: TBA

Lunch is an additional cost!

February 2025
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Bluebird Nesting Cycle...What to expect!
Cavity Nester Conservancy Project

Background: Bluebirds build nests and raise broods in Texas from February
through early August. About 80% of the babies fledge between April 1 and the end
of May. Male bluebirds establish a 3-4 acre territory around a nest box and attract a
female with wing flutters and calls. The female approves the nesting site and
builds the nest. She will typically build for 1-4 days, using available material of
pine needles or fine grasses to make a nest for her family.

First Nest: Once the nest is complete the female will lay one egg per day. The
clutch will typically be 3-6 eggs. These eggs are typically blue (95%), but may be
white (5%). Once all the eggs are laid the female begins to brood the eggs keeping
them at a temperature of 95-106 degrees. She will incubate the eggs for 12-14
days, turning them often to ensure proper development of the chicks. Babies will
typically hatch on the same day, but it may extend over a two (2) day period.

First Flight: Baby bluebirds will fledge 18 to 21 days post hatching and will be fed
by the male and female for the next 2 to 3 weeks. Please Note: It is not safe for
the babies to open the nest box after the twelfth (12") day from hatching as they
may fledge the nest before they are fully developed.

Second Nest: The female bluebird helps the male feed the 1% fledglings but will
start building the second nest approximately 5-7 days after the first brood has
fledged. Egg laying, brooding, and fledging follow the same process and schedule
as detailed above. The first group of fledglings may help feed the second brood.

Third and Forth Nests: May occur if there is adequate housing, food, and weather
conditions.

Bluebirds are monogamous and may return to the same area for several years. The
best time to put up a nest box is TODAY. If put up during the nesting season
bluebirds or other native cavity nesting species may use it to raise a family. In the
fall cavity nesting birds may use it as a roost to escape the cold and stay warm to-
gether. Get involved in conservation! Go put up a nest box today! FaceBook
@Cavity Nester Conservancy or @OurBluebirdTrails
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The Count Down to First Flight
Cavity Nester Conservancy Project

Day 1= 1" Egg Laid = The female bluebird will lay one egg per day until all brood eggs are laid.

Day 2 = 2" Egg Laid = Eggs are typically laid daily from sunrise till approximately 10:30 AM.

Day 3 = 3" Egg Laid = 95% of Eggs are blue; 5% of eggs are white

Day 4 =4" Egg Laid = 4 eggs is the average number of eggs laid by bluebirds

Day 5 =5" Egg Laid =5 eggs is a “full house”

Day 6 = 6" Egg Laid = 6 eggs is a rarity and occurs less than 4% of nesting attempts

Day 7 = 1* Day of Brooding = Female incubates the eggs by positioning her body over them.

Day 8 = 2" Day of Brooding = Female uses a brood patch to transfer heat and regulate the egg temperature.
Day 9 = 3" Day of Brooding = Female may not leave the nest during cold or rainy days.

Day 10 = 4" Day of Brooding = She typically leaves only to feed and “go to the bathroom”

Day 11 = 5" Day of Brooding = She will use her beak to “fluff” the nest cup material to keep it soft.
Day 12 = 6™ Day of Brooding = At night she will often sleep with her head under her wing to stay warm.
Day 13 = 7" Day of Brooding = On cold nights she may shiver to keep her and her eggs warm.

Day 14 = 8" Day of Brooding = The male will bring her food to allow her to stay on the eggs.

Day 15 = 9" Day of Brooding = Males may catch moths at night & feed the female well after midnight.
Day 16 = 10" Day of Brooding = During the day the mother is alert, listening and watching for danger.
Day 17 = 11" Day of Brooding = During the night her eyes are closed while she sleeps with her eggs.
Day 18 = 12" Day of Brooding = Babies hatch between 12th & 14th day of brooding

Day 19 = 13" Day of Brooding = Babies hatch between 12th & 14th day of brooding

Day 20 = 14" Day of Brooding = Babies hatch between 12th & 14th day of brooding

Day 21 = 1* Day After Hatching = Sparse black down mostly on head and spine, eyes closed

Day 20 = 2™ Day After Hatching = Weight doubles from first day - eyes are closed

Day 21 = 3" Day After Hatching = All eggs should have hatched by the 3™ day.

Day 22 = 4" Day After Hatching = Feathers develop under skin — dark areas along wings

Day 23 = 5" Day After Hatching = Feathers begin to break through skin on wings and head

Day 24 = 6™ Day After Hatching = Mom and Dad take turns feeding the chicks and removing “fecal sacks™ from the nest.
Day 25 = 7" Day After Hatching = Feathers start to open out of their sheaths. Eyes open as slits

Day 26 = 8" Day After Hatching = Eyes open all the way. Feathers continue to unsheathe

Day 27 = 9™ Day After Hatching = Feeding visits occur approximately every 5 minutes.

Day 28 = 10™ Day After Hatching = Hungriest baby cheeps the loudest and gapes the most to stimulate feeding by the parents.
Day 29 = 11" Day After Hatching = Chicks start to preen at sheaths and emerging feathers.

Day 30 = 12" Day After Hatching = Birds are physically active, white eye ring around the eye

Day 31 = 13" Day After Hatching = DO NOT OPEN BOX THIS DAY FORWARD Opening box at this stage may cause babies to fledge too early!
Day 32 = 14" Day After Hatching = Adult may feed young from outside of box this point forward

Day 33 = 15" Day After Hatching = It becomes harder to clean the nestbox and remove fecal sacks.

Day 34 = 16™ Day After Hatching = The “white wash” on the interior walls of the nestbox is bird poop.

Day 35 = 17" Day After Hatching = Chicks have been taking turns exercising their wings in the nest box for several days.

Day 36 = 18th Day After Hatching = Chick are very vocal, demand food, and are ready for “First Flight”.

Babies fledge sometime after this 18™ day. Mother and Father reduce feedings to encourage the
fledgling’s to fly from the nest to mom or dad to get food. Do not open the nest box until 22 days
after hatching, unless you are positive there is no feeding activity!
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0O Eastemn Bluebirds

v" Arg “Nativa” to North Amarica.

v" Have a lifespan of 6 to 10 years in the wild.

v" Can reach speeds up to 17 miles per hour in flight.

0O Identification:

v’ The mala has 3 reyal blus head and back with 3 reddish-orangs
throat and breast, and 3 white underside. Blue tinges in the wings
and tail give tha grayer females an alegant loak.

v" 6to 8 inches long; have a wingspan of 9 to 12 inchas long; weigh
around 1 ounca.

O Egpd: 8luebirds pgreh high o0 2 wirs ar tres limb and wasch for
insacts on the ground. They dive to the ground and grab insects
from the grass. They typically eat insects on the the ground, but
will aat barrias and small fruit. They can be attracted to “spedal
faedars” filled with mealworms.

O Habitat: Grass cut shact and manicursd is perfact for blusbirds.
They live naar mowed fields and pastures, as well as backyards and
golf courses. A key to their success is having good habitat with
appropriate housing like 3 nesting box near by.

0O Bluebird Houses: Blusbirds like map-mads nesting boxas like thasa
providad by OurBluebirdTrails, but will attempt to nestin any
suitabla cavity or structura such a5 mailboxes, pipss, and poles.

0O Scouting Period: February to Mid-March: Blugbirds start chacking
out nasting sites. They bacomae territorial and often dafend nest
boxes and abandoned nast cavities of birds, such as woodpeckars.

O Mesting Materinl: Made of figg grass or ping nssdlss-

0O Eggs: Bluebird sggs are typically pale blug, but can ba whita.

O Egg laying: Tha femala will lay one egg per day until sha is ready to
start incubating them. She may lay 3 to 8 (average of 4] aggs.
During this tima, the male bluebird takes rasponsibility for
gatharing food.

O Incubation: The eggs hatch after 2 weeks, and the nestlings will
opan thair ayes within 4 to 6 days.

0O Fledging: Tha chicks are ready to leave tha nest within 18-20 days
of hatching. The whole process takes sbout 32 10 34 days.

0O Broeds: Blusbirds normally have twg broods, but can have as
many as four broods during the spring and summar. Bluabird flocks
migrate to tha southeastarn U.S. and Meaxico during wintar.

Nesting boxes should:

* Hava a hole opening of 1 % inch dlamatar

= Hava front or side door opaning for monitaring and claaning.

* Eepliced4tos feqtoftha ground

Bé placad 100 yards apart In open areas with aftarnoon shade.

Face away from pravaling winds. (Normally face East or North East.) This
will halp kaap raln out.
= Bamonltorad wesidy during tha nasting season [but don’t open tha box
aftar tha birds are 12-14 days old)
= Have pradator protaction such a5 a stova pipe baffla
WARNING: Kaep an aye out for the nonnative and invasive house
sparrow. They will kill Blugbirds and destroy their nest.
Key Websites: http://www.sials.orghttp//www.nabluebirdsodety.org/
Facchook @CavityNeslerConservancy and @Qurbluchird irails

Conservation, Education, and Stewardship... Get Involved!!!
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