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Through The Grapevine 
January 2025 

Meeting Information: Tuesday, January 28, 2025       

Social and refreshments: 9:30 a.m.       Program: 10:00 a.m.  

Grapevine Convention Center at 1209 S. Main Street    

Attracting Bluebirds  

and Other Cavity Nesters 

By Mark Byrd 

Cavity Nester Conservancy Operations Officer                   

and Board Member ~ Coordinator over the Southlake Parks 

and Recreation Bluebird Trail Project 

An overview of bluebirds and other cavity 

nesting birds that are attracted to nest     

boxes. How to bring these types of birds to 

your garden, backyard and community    

walking trails. 
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President’s Message  

Brrrrrrrr! With our recent deep freeze, I know our primary focus is not only to stay warm 
ourselves but also attempting to protect our vulnerable plants. In this message, I would 
like to encourage thoughts to spring gardening! Grapevine Garden Club donates to    
Monarch Watch each year. This year, with their thank you note, they sent information 
about creating and registering a Monarch Waystation. 
 
Requirements: 

* Any size, ideally 100+ square feet 
* Sunny exposure 
* Soil with good drainage 
* Dense plants but not crowded 
* Ten or more milkweed plants, ideally 2 or more species 
* Sequentially or continuously blooming plants, including annuals and perennials 

Management: 
* No insecticides 
* Thin, mulch and water as needed 
* Include features to support other pollinators and wildlife 

 
We released hundreds of Monarchs in October at Butterfly Flutterby. These intrepid    
travelers spent the winter in the mountains of southern Mexico. Around March, the      
survivors will begin their flight north through Texas. Our gardens need to be ready for 
them. If you would like to register your garden as a Monarch Waystation, contact 
monarchwatch.org/waystations. When the weather warms a little, I know I will be looking 
for ways I can provide what these weary travelers need as they come our way this spring. 
One thing I would include that Monarch Watch did not is a source of water. 
 
Lastly, this month we also need to remember our other migratory visitors from the 
north—as a part of Bird Sanctuary Month. Our January 28th program at the GGC General 
Meeting is especially appropriate, as is the Raptor Program on Saturday, January 25th at 
the Grapevine Public Library. In my October and November messages, I focused on 
providing a welcome for these seasonal visitors. So continue to fill your feeders and bird 
baths as soon as the temperature rises above freezing! Stay warm!!  

Dinah Chancellor 

 

 

  

 

https://monarchwatch.org/waystations/


 

January 2025 3 www.grapevinegardenclub.org 

 

Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar  of club events. 

 

West Texas Street Workday 

February 18th at 10 a.m. 
It’s Winter clean-up time at West Texas Street! The perennials 

need pruning, weeds need to be pulled and we need to dig up all 

those baby trees our friends the squirrels have planted for us! 

Wear your boots and grubbies, bring your pruning shears and 

weeders and let’s have fun meeting new friends and making West 

Texas Street look great!  

It might be a little cool so dress for the weather and we will 

start at 10 a.m. After we are all done, those who wish meet up 

at Jake’s on Main Street in Grapevine to socialize, share stories 

and enjoy lunch! We always have a great time, so come and join 

us!  

~ Robin Pond and Irene Binyon, Co-Chairs West Texas Street Project 

Laurie Evans, Tina and Rick Bruns, Bruce Herndon,  

Joe Krimm and Susan Stanek (Leads) 

GGC Yearbook Update                                        

There are still some 2024-25 GGC Yearbooks available. Please contact me if you 

would like one and cannot attend the January meeting. Limited supply and one copy 

per member or family.   

 The January addendum will be available at the January            

    Meeting. This includes new members and any corrections    

    since the publication of the current yearbook.  

    If you don’t have a picture in the yearbook, I am glad to         
    take your picture at the General Meeting or you can send      
     a headshot directly to me at  
    yearbook@grapevinegardenclub.org. 
  

Questions or comments, please contact me. 

Karen Stephenson (Yearbook page A-75) 

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar/
mailto:yearbook@grapevinegardenclub.org
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Keep Grapevine Beautiful Eco Talk:  

Hydration Heroes: Residential Water-wise Plants 

Discover the world of Hydration Heroes: Water-wise Plants! This lecture will unveil the secrets  

behind plants that thrive with minimal water. From the arid landscapes of Texas to the resilient 

flora that master water conservation, you’ll learn about nature’s strategies for survival. Join us for 

an enlightening journey and uncover how these ecological marvels can transform your garden into 

a thriving, sustainable paradise.  

Wednesday, February 5th, 7 to 8 p.m.    Register here 

Are you interested in being a Docent  

at the Grapevine Botanical Garden? 

If you are interested in being a docent at the Grapevine Botanical Garden (GBG) please 

sign-up for a training and orientation session to be held Wednesday, February 5th. The 

Docent Program meeting will be held at the Bessie Mitchell House at the GBG from 

1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

Information about tours provided by the Docent Program will be covered and          

directions provided on how to access the material. At the meeting you will be asked 

for your availability to lead tours. We will walk the garden on a demo tour to           

familiarize all volunteers to the level of information typically provided during a tour.  

The Docent Program is a great way to learn about the garden and / or volunteer to 
interact with visitors to our garden. Questions? Contact Karen Rice. (Yearbook page  
A-69) Sign-ups will be available at the January meeting.   

~ Karen Rice, Garden Docent Program Coordinator 

Keep Grapevine Beautiful Events 

MLK Day of Service: Monday, January 20th, from 9 to 11 a.m. 

Honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy by joining us for this special day, rooted in the tradition of 

community and compassion. Let’s bring visible changes to our community.   

Happy To Help Saturday: Saturday, February 22nd, from 9 to 11 a.m. 

Our fourth Saturday community improvement event.   

Don’t mess with Texas® Trash-Off:  Saturday, April 26th, from  8 to 10 a..m.  

This statewide event brings volunteers together for litter cleanup efforts, park rehabilitation projects  

and other tasks.   

Earth Day Celebration presented by Kubota: Saturday, April 26th,  10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

We’re inviting you and your loved ones to step outside, enjoy the fresh air and engage in a day filled 

with learning, laughter and the shared goal of making our planet a better place. Let’s celebrate Earth 

Day together and take a step forward in our journey towards a more sustainable future.  

https://grapevineparksandrec.jotform.com/243615399663973
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/dayofservice/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/happy-to-help-saturday-5-2/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/dont-mess-with-texas-trash-off/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/earthday/
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Please                                

welcome our                      

newest members:  

Edie Balderree 

Megan Cooley 

Joan Hunter 

Fort Worth Audubon Society 

(FWAS) Winter Bird Walk 

Parr Park Grapevine 

Sunday, February 9th, at 8 a.m. 

Join GGC member Karen Rice and 

other FWAS members on a bird 

walk at Parr Park on Sunday,  

February 9th, from 8:00 to 9:30 

a.m. We will be looking for bird 

species that may visit here during 

the winter months. Meet in the 

parking lot by the Rotary          

Pavilion. For further information 

contact Karen Rice. (Yearbook 

page A-69) 

Wall-Farrar Adopt-An-Area – Trail Tidy-up 

Monday, January 27th, at 9 a.m. 

Bundle up for the weather and join us for our January GGC Trail Tidy-up walk.   
Everyone is welcome to join us for our January 27th walk. This is our bi-monthly 

community Adopt-An-Area service project canvassing for litter. 
Location is the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail Grapevine. Parking is     
allowed courtesy of Church at the Cross at 3000 William D Tate 
Ave, Grapevine 76051. Bring your  binoculars and we will also 
look for birds as we walk along the trail! 

~ Karen Rice and Robin Pond, Coordinators  

How to Grow and Propagate African Violets 

Docent Talk and Demonstration 

Tuesday, February 11th, at 10 a.m. 

On Tuesday, February 11th, join us at 10 a.m. at the 
Vine Arts and Events Center (225 W Worth St,    
Grapevine 76051) to hear How to Grow and Propa-
gate African Violets. Master Gardener Debbie Boyle 
will talk about African violets and demonstrate propa-
gation techniques. African Violet leaf cuttings will be shared to try propagating at 
home. Please sign-up at the January meeting or email Karen Rice. (Yearbook page    
A-69) 
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PLANT SALE NEWS: April 12th    

Happy New Year everyone!  

Plant Sale preparations are getting ramped up.   

Please visit the Plant Sale Table at the January General Meeting to sign up for 

ALL the   volunteer positions needed in next couple of months, the week of 

and day of: 

* Diggers (February and March) 

* Hosting a dig at your home (February or March)  

* Set Up  (week of and day of) 

* Pretty Up (week of) 

* Cashiers and Cashier Assistants (day of) 

* Holding Area (day of) 

If you are potting up plants (garden plants or houseplants) at your home in the 

next month or so and need supplies, please contact Karen or Judy asap and 

we can provide a Dig Kit. 

Do you have aluminum mini-blinds that need a home?  The Plant Sale team   

uses them to make labels for the donated plants. We really need mini-blinds 

and could use your help. Let us know and we can coordinate a pick up date/

time. 

We are retiring from Plant Sale Co-Chair duties after this year and are looking 

for a great person/team to chair this awesome event.  If you are interested,  

let us know and you can shadow us to get a feel for the duties. It’s a lot of fun 

and a great way to get to know your fellow gardeners. 

Any questions, don’t hesitate to contact us.  

Judy Sutherland (Yearbook page A-78)  

Karen Stephenson (Yearbook page A-75) 
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Raptor Program 

You don’t want to miss the Raptor Program presented by the Blackland Prairie Raptor Center 

on Saturday, January 25, at 2 p.m. at the Grapevine Public Library. This program is presented 

by the Grapevine Public Library and the Grapevine Garden Club. It is a wonderful opportunity 

for you and your kids or grandkids to meet raptors up close and personal.  

The Center rescues raptors that have been injured and, when possible, they are released back 

in to the wild. Others, that are not so fortunate, are kept at the Center and they can be part of 

the program that we will see at the Library 

where you will learn about them. 

Mark your calendars and don’t miss this       

exciting event. No reservations are needed. 

Suzi Guckel, Coordinator 

The February Bring and Buy Sale 

Somebody wants what you no longer need! 

The Bring and Buy sale returns to our general meeting on February 25th. If you 

have garden-related items you are not using any more, please bring them with 

you that day and drop them off at the Bring and Buy tables across from the    

Gardeners Corner in the foyer. Proceeds from the day’s sales will be put into our 

general fund. 

Please make sure all items are clean and don’t forget to shop for treasures, too – 

because YOU may want what some else no longer needs! 

Craft Fair Update 

Our 2024 Craft Fair had fewer vendors than in previous years. They all did well 

in their sales, but we need more folks!  For that reason we will open the October 

Craft 2025 Fair up to members and their families. 

Via emails and newsletters, we will be asking members and families to sign up all 

year! We want to start encouraging you or your family to think about a table 

sooner, but we won’t require a deposit until later. 

We will be looking to fill all 12 vendor tables, and the cost— $15 for each table -- 

will remain the same low price it has been. We are accepting applications right 

now, so if you have an interest, get in touch with myself or Catriona Noble. 

~ Alexandra Evans, Ways & Means 

https://bpraptorcenter.org/
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 GGC Scholarship News 

          The GGC Scholarship committee is pleased to announce that 
we will be able to award scholarships to eligible applicants in 
the amount of $3,000.00 - $4,000.00 in the Spring 2025 for 
the 2025-2026 academic year. Communications have gone to 
the GCISD high schools as well as Grapevine Faith.  

           These generous amounts are a result of the success of the 
GGC 2024 Spring Plant Sale. We want to say THANK YOU to all the volunteers who 
provided their time and talent to the Spring Plant Sale that made this possible as well 
as many thanks to the Scholarship Committee.  

          New members please take note: Scholarships may be awarded to any of the          
following individuals enrolled in college with a declared major in horticulture-related 
subjects:  

• A graduating senior residing in the city limits of Grapevine or enrolled in the 
Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.  

• A graduating senior who is the child or grandchild of any Grapevine Garden 
Club member.  

• A scholarship recipient from the previous year.  

• A college student with a permanent residence in Grapevine or within the 
Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.  

          Please communicate this scholarship availability to anyone you know who might 
meet our criteria. Details can be found on pp 14-15 (Standing Rules) in the back of our  
yearbook. Applications can be found on the GGC Website. Applications must be       
received by March 1, 2025. 

If you have any questions, please contact:  

Kathryn Armstrong (Yearbook page A-2) and Liz Lovett (Yearbook page A-49) 

It’s time to order caladium bulbs 

There are ten (10) varieties to choose from for your best color 

combinations and size. Remember all varieties do best with no 

afternoon sun. Shade is your friend.  

Returning this year is White Queen, with strong cranberry veins and extra-large leaves.  

See descriptions and order form on pages 13-15. 

Mail or hand deliver order with check or cash to Mary Lou by January 31st. 

Bulbs will be available for pick-up the end of April at Mary Lou’s home. 

Questions: Mary Lou Brieger (Yearbook page A-10) 
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