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President’s Message  

What a special time of year this is! Over Thanksgiving, I held my great-grandson, Theo, 
for the first time. It brought to mind an indelible memory of my son’s first Christmas. As 

gardeners, we plant seeds, nurture their growth and enjoy every moment of their lives. I 
believe we do the same thing as we nurture the people we love. Enjoy every moment of 
this memory-making time of year! 

Dinah Chancellor 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff’s First Christmas ~ 1971 
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Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar  of club events. 

Happy Holidays to all!   

2024 is coming to a close and 2025 is fast approaching!  

The GGC Annual Plant Sale will be here before you know it.  

It’s time to get all you wonderful volunteers signed up.   

We will have all the volunteer sign up sheets at the January 

28th General meeting. 

If you are potting up plants over the holidays and need 

pots and soil, just contact  Judy or Karen and we can meet 

you at the GV Botanical Greenhouse to get supplies. 

And…..Don’t forget to mark your calendars for                

the plant sale!  

April 12, 2025 – 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. – Grapevine Botanical Garden  

Any questions, don’t hesitate to contact us.  

Judy Sutherland (yearbook page A78) & Karen Stephenson (yearbook page A75) 

Help Me Justify My Purchase 

I purchased a new tool in order to sharpen garden tools more efficiently (this is what I told Karen 

anyway), so get your tools sharpened and ready for use next spring. I will clean and sharpen your 

garden tools this winter and have them ready to dig, prune or clip again. All you need to do is put 

your name on them, bring them to a general meeting and I will clean and sharpen them and bring 

back to a general meeting.  If this does not work for you or the tools will not fit in your car, I will 

pick up and deliver.  I will sharpen shovels, hoes, pruners, hedge clippers and lawnmower blades, 

if you can remove it.  Call me for anything else.  For this service you can give a modest donation 

to the GGC Ways and Means fund.  The charge for this service is $3 per tool.  You can pay at a 

general meeting.  What is simpler than that?  And if you are worried about the condition of your 

tools, no names will be reported for tool abuse.  If you have any questions, give me a call. 

 

 

 

 

Before                                                  After 

                                                                       Cleaned, sharpened and ready for late winter pruning. 

Chuck Voelker 

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar/
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 Save the Date for Docent Talks – February 11, 2025  

How to Grow and Propagate African Violets 

On February 11th, 2025, join us at 10 a.m. in Bessie Mitchell house 
to hear about How to Grow and Propagate African Violets. Master 
Gardener Debbie Boyle will talk about African violets and    
demonstrate propagation techniques. Please sign-up at the       
January meeting or email Karen Rice.  

Our friend, the snake 
Photos from November’s  

GGC Meeting with                                                       
KC Rudy, Herpatologist 

Workshops 

Watch the weekly e-blasts for information about upcoming workshops!  

Feeding Birds In Your Backyard: Feeding Station Considerations 

Winter – The area is best noted for its wintering birds, particularly those of the sparrow family. 

Birds like the Whitecrowned Sparrow, the White-throated Sparrow, the Lincoln Sparrow, the Harris 

Sparrow, the Fox Sparrow, the Spotted and Eastern Rufous-sided Towhees are some of the more 

common winter residents. They will prefer ground feeders and to some extent hanging feeders. 

The most common birds we have in massive numbers are the American Goldfinch and the Pine  

Siskin. These prefer thistle feeders. Birds like Pine Warblers, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Nuthatches,  

along with about 20 other species will utilize suet feeders for the high energy food.  

Feeders are very specific. They are much like fishing lures; you pick the lure to catch a certain kind 

of fish. Because your backyard is for all seasons and for myriad species, several kinds of feeders 

will be needed to get the most species.  

An absolute must for winter—from mid-November through March are thistle feeders. They draw 

massive numbers of American Goldfinches and Pine Siskins but not much else. They are more than 

worth the effort because of the number of birds they draw. They bring in many more species to the 

feeding area and the other feeders. Goldfinches will use the sunflower feeders but prefer thistle 

(Niger seed). 

~ Excerpt from Feeding Birds In Your Backyard ~ Full article available on the GGC website  

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/objects/Feeding_Birds_in_Your_Backyard.pdf
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 Grapevine Garden Club recognizes and celebrates members who have been members for                

25 years or more by designating them as members of the Silver Circle.  There are twenty members  

in the Silver Circle, of which four have been added this year.                                                             

During the year we will highlight those new members.   

Silver Circle Honoree: Camille Kissell 

Member since 1999 ~ 25 Years 

After moving here from Northern California, Camille 
joined GGC after some friends told her about the 
club.  They met at the Mitchell House at the time.   
In 25 years, Camille has only missed one   
meeting!! 
She very much enjoys the speakers and has learned a 
lot over the years.  Especially helpful is information 
about which plants do well and which to avoid.  Her 
friends say, “You should see Camille’s garden.” One 
fun memory for Camille was doing a Fort Worth    
Botanic Gardens lunch with clowns. She has done 
cake decorating classes for years.    
Congratulations to this long term loyal garden club 
member.     

 

         ... 
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It’s time to order caladium bulbs 

There are ten (10) varieties to choose from for your best color                

combinations and size. Remember all varieties do best with no 

afternoon sun.  Shade is your friend.  

Returning this year is White Queen, with strong cranberry veins 

and extra-large leaves.  

See descriptions and order form on pages 10-12. 

Mail or hand deliver order with check or cash to                       

Mary Lou by January 31st 

Bulbs will be available for pick-up the end of April at               

Mary Lou’s home. 

Questions: Mary Lou Brieger (yearbook Page A10) 

Arbor Day School Project 

The GGC Arbor Day School Project had another successful day of reading.  Fifteen 
readers read to 46 classes of 3rd graders in the Grapevine/Colleyville School    
District The final number of children read to was 909 students!! 

Thank you to Tina Bruns, Donna Marshall, Margaret Telford, Dinah Chancellor, 
Michelle Terry, Chuck Voelker, Ashley Payne, Mary Lou Brieger, Linda Krimm,     
Jamie Moser, Tom Crook, Gloria Land and Cecilia Pettit for your gift of time to 
read.  The teachers and students truly enjoyed your being there! 

Emily and Judy McDoniel 

Raptor Program 

You don’t want to miss the Raptor Program presented by the Blackland Prairie Raptor Center 

on Saturday, January 25, 2025, at 2 p.m. at the Grapevine Public Library. This program is   

presented by the Grapevine Public Library and the Grapevine Garden Club. It is a wonderful 

opportunity for you and your kids or grandkids to meet raptors up close and personal.  

The Center rescues raptors that have been injured and, when possible, they are released back 

in to the wild. Others, that are not so fortunate, are kept at the Center and they can be part of 

the program that we will see at the Library where you will learn about them. 

Mark your calendars and don’t miss this exciting event. No reservations are needed. 

~ See flyer on page 13 ~  

Suzi Guckel, Coordinator 
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Keep Grapevine Beautiful Eco Talk: Urban Wildlife of Grapevine 

Grapevine is part of the urban ecosystem of Dallas/Fort Worth, and believe it or not, it is 

filled with biodiversity! We share this area with countless organisms — birds, bees, bugs, 

beavers and all manner of critters. In this presentation, we’ll talk about many of these       

organisms and ways that we can live with them so everyone can be safe and happy!  

Wednesday, January 8, 2025, 7 to 8 p.m.  

Register here 

The  

Polar  

Express  

Holiday 

Luncheon 

https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/wildlife/
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GGC Scholarship News 
 

The GGC Scholarship committee is 
pleased to announce that we will be able 
to award scholarships to eligible appli-
cants in the amount of $3,000.00 - 
$4,000.00 in the Spring 2025 for the 
2025-2026 academic year.                 
Communications have gone to the GCISD 
high schools as well as Grapevine Faith.  

 

These generous amounts are a result of the success of the GGC 2024 
Spring Plant Sale. We want to say THANK YOU to all the volunteers who 
provided their time and talent to the Spring Plant Sale that made this   
possible as well as many thanks to the Scholarship Committee.  

 

New members please take note: Scholarships may be awarded to any of 
the following individuals enrolled in college with a declared major in   
horticulture-related subjects:  

• A graduating senior residing in the city limits of Grapevine or    
enrolled in the Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.  

• A graduating senior who is the child or grandchild of any      
Grapevine Garden Club member.  

• A scholarship recipient from the previous year.  

• A college student with a permanent residence in Grapevine or 
within the Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.  

 

Please communicate this scholarship availability to anyone you know who might meet 
our criteria. Details can be found on pp 14-15 (Standing Rules) in the back of our  
yearbook.  Applications can be found on the GGC Website.  Applications must be     
received by March 1, 2025. 

If you have any questions, please contact:  

Kathryn Armstrong (yearbook page A2) and  

Liz Lovett (yearbook page A49) 

Co-Chairs, Scholarship Committee.    
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