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Through The Grapevine 
November 2024 

Our friend, the snake 
KC Rudy, Herpatologist 

  
   Many gardeners (and others!) think 
that snakes in our environment are a 
menace that should be dispatched.    
KC Rudy will not only help us            
understand the benefits of native 
snakes, but also help us identify them 
by pattern, size, habitat and behavior. 
We will also learn what to do when    
encountering a snake, which is often—
Nothing at all! KC has kept and worked 
with about 75 species of snakes and 
frequently gets calls from                   
organizations to help people with 
snake “problems.” He will bring some 
live snakes for us to view up close. KC 
has master’s degrees in both biology 
and math from Stephen F. Austin State 
University and is a past president of 
the North Texas Herpetological Society. 
According to his mother, he has been a 
lover of creepy critters since he was 
two years of age. 

Tuesday, November 26, 2024 

Social and refreshments: 9:30 a.m. 

Program: 10:00 a.m. 

Grapevine Convention Center at 1209 S. Main 

Street    
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President’s Message  

The time change and the hint of autumn in the air are as welcome as the rain we have had 
lately! I may be wrong, but I think our dry, hot summer may have affected the vivid fall 
colors we have had in years past. It seems that in my yard, the leaves are just turning 
brown and falling into my ponds! What a mess! 
 
Last month in my President’s Message I addressed avian migration. With dwindling food 
supplies to our north, birds must adapt, migrate or die. The migrants who arrive in our  
area are exhausted and hungry and must compete with our year-round residents to        
survive. This month, I will address how we can enhance our backyard environments to 
make them a haven for these visitors.  
 
Don’t forget that birds need water! Also, check out the list developed at our GGC Forum, 
“Augmenting bird feeders with native plants…” I will highlight the first suggestion in the 
Additional Information: Don't trim spent flowers (deadhead) until January. Leave them 
for birds.  
 
Right now, though, as hungry migrants arrive, we need to make sure our bird feeders  
contain what they need. Most backyard visitors fall into two categories: suet or seed     
eaters. Birds who eat suet are often those who eat insects when insects are active in our 
yards. Virtually all winter birds will utilize suet at some point as it is a high energy food.  
 
Seed eaters fall into several categories: the larger species enjoy larger seeds, such as    
sunflower seeds. Be sure to shop for black oil sunflower seeds. Although they are a bit 
more expensive, they include nutrients the less expensive varieties do not have. Our most 
abundant winter birds (goldfinches and pine siskins) need thistle seed - and it must be 
fresh. (Nyjer is the kind to look for.) Many birds are ground feeders. All you need to do is 
to throw a handful of mixed birdseed on the ground or patio.  
 
Looking at our calendar of GGC events, it looks busy but wonderful! Our program for the 
general November meeting may challenge you—“Our Friend, The Snake”! I know that I 
have a natural antipathy for snakes. Yet they are a natural part of our environment and we 
need to know more about them. Don’t forget to register for our Holiday Luncheon on   
December 9th at the Lancaster Theatre in downtown Grapevine. We have a true musical 
treat in store for us with the Colleyville Heritage Panther Choir! Lots to look forward to! 
See you soon.  

Dinah Chancellor 

                                                  Cedar waxwing painting on page 3 

 

 

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/objects/Augmenting_Bird_Feeders_with_Native_Plants_-_rev_wgm.pdf
https://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar/
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Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar  of club events. 

Painting of Cedar Waxwings by                 
Dinah Chancellor’s father, Orville Rice 

 
Cedar Waxwings migrate to Texas for the            
winter, generally appearing in this area in             

mid-October and staying to late May. They 
gorge on the berries in our yards, with     
Yaupon holly berries being a particular      

favorite.  

 

Wall-Farrar Adopt-An-Area Trail Tidy-up  

Monday, November 25, 2024 at 9 a.m. 

Join us pre-Thanksgiving with the GGC Trail Tidy-up walk. Everyone is welcome to join us 
for our November 25th walk. This is our bi-monthly community Adopt-An-Area service     
project canvassing for litter. Location is the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail Grapevine. Parking is  
allowed courtesy of Church at the Cross at 3000 William D Tate Ave, Grapevine, Texas 76051.  

Karen Rice and Robin Pond, Coordinators 

Photographs 

from the 

27th Annual 

Butterfly 

Flutterby 

Festival, 

held on   

October 

19th 

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar/
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Welcome to newest members:  

Maria Barron          Bev Beran 

Nora DiFonzo 

Jessica Martinez 

Robyn Readicker          Mary Weaks 

 

 

 

 

Many, many thanks to all GGC members who volunteered for a fun day of         
releasing butterflies, creating butterfly crafts, handing out maps and watermelon, 
showing kids how to look at butterfly wings under a microscope and greeting 
many kids and pets dressed up as butterflies. There were 375 pieces of student 
artwork judged with 3 grand prize winners and 39 other ribbons awarded.   
 
Special thanks to BFFB Co-Leader, Susan Stanek, and the other committee chairs:  
Dinah Chancellor, Ella Barber, Ginger Jones, Gloria Land, Edie Miller, Terry Curcio, 
and Cindy Miller.  You are an awesome club with outstanding leaders.   
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GGC Scholarship News 
 

The GGC Scholarship committee is 
pleased to announce that we will be able 
to award scholarships to eligible appli-
cants in the amount of $3,000.00 - 
$4,000.00 in the Spring 2025 for the 
2025-2026 academic year.                 
Communications have gone to the GCISD 
high schools as well as Grapevine Faith.  

 

These generous amounts are a result of the success of the GGC 2024 
Spring Plant Sale. We want to say THANK YOU to all the volunteers who 
provided their time and talent to the Spring Plant Sale that made this   
possible as well as many thanks to the Scholarship Committee.  

 

New members please take note: Scholarships may be awarded to any of 
the following individuals enrolled in college with a declared major in   
horticulture-related subjects:  

• A graduating senior residing in the city limits of Grapevine or    
enrolled in the Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.  

• A graduating senior who is the child or grandchild of any      
Grapevine Garden Club member.  

• A scholarship recipient from the previous year.  

• A college student with a permanent residence in Grapevine or 
within the Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.  

 

Please communicate this scholarship availability to anyone you know who might meet 
our criteria. Details can be found on pp 14-15 (Standing Rules) in the back of our  
yearbook.  Applications can be found on the GGC Website.  Applications must be     
received by March 1, 2025. 

If you have any questions, please contact:  

Kathryn Armstrong (yearbook page A2) and  

Liz Lovett (yearbook page A49) 

Co-Chairs, Scholarship Committee.    
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 Gardeners Corner 

 

2024 Craft Fair Recap 

This year’s fair went very well! I hope you all got to visit with the vendors as they had some 
wonderful items for sale. Barbara Munn sold out of all her jams and jellies, which was     
amazing. The other venders all had excellent sales as well and said it was a lot of fun meeting 
and talking to the members, as well as being profitable. I hope YOU will consider something 
at next year’s Craft Fair. 

 

Holiday Gift Inspirations 

Here at the Gardeners Corner we have a lot of items perfect for the 
Festive Season. We’ve pictured some of the holiday-themed boxed 
notecards, plus we have assorted birds, bees and  flower designs. 

The Lavender Ridge Farms selection of lavender-infused products 
make wonderful gifts and stocking stuffers. And let’s not forget our 
range of gloves and tools for your gardener friends and families. 

Remember, our November meeting is your last chance to purchase 
items until January 2025! We look forward to visiting with you just 
before or after the main meeting. 

Thank you, Alexandra Evans, Gardeners Corner  

West Texas Street Workday on October 29th 

What a beautiful day it was for sprucing up West Texas Street! We fought the vines 

and the weeds, pruned overgrown shrubs, cut perennials back and planted some 

beautiful pansies!  We had 30 volunteers! Thanks to all for making this a           

successful West Texas Street workday!   

We look forward to seeing       

everyone on February 25, 2025, 

when we will do some winter 

cleanup of the flower beds! 

    Irene Binyon and Robin Pond, 

Committee Co-Chairs 

Leads: Laurie Evans, Bruce    

Herndon, Joe Krimm, Greg and 

Pam Braak, Tina and Rick Bruns 

and Susan Stanek 
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Grapevine Garden Club participated 

in the city’s Veterans Day Parade on 

Saturday, November 9th. 

The Polar Express Holiday Luncheon 

Monday, December 9th 

Time: 10:30 a.m. Social 

          11:00 a.m. Lunch 

 

 

Holiday luncheon location: Lancaster Theater 

Cost: $25 ~ Entertainment: Colleyville Heritage High School Choir 

We will collect donations for GRACE. (Checks must be made out to GRACE. Cash donations also accepted.) 

RSVP by November 26th to Cecilia Mitchell. Seating is limited!  

Lunch will be     

catered by        

Bartley’s, with a 

menu of cranberry 

pork tenderloin, 

pecan crusted 

chicken, loaded 

mashed potatoes, 

roasted squash 

medley, garden 

salad and pie 

(choice of pecan, 

apple or pumpkin.)  
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Grapevine Garden Club’s  

Annual Plant Sale  

April 12, 2025  

9 a.m. – 1p.m.  

Grapevine Botanical Garden 

 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone!  Cooler weather brings opportunities to dig in 

your garden!  We appreciate everyone who can donate native perennial plants 

from your garden.  It’s a good time to start digging and potting plants so they 

have time to establish roots over the winter. 

Dig Kits (pots and soil) Pick Up dates are set: 

November 13th, 9:30—10:30 a.m. 

November 19th, 9:30—10:30 a.m. 

December 4th, 1:00—2:00 p.m. 

Pick up is at the GV Botanical Garden Greenhouse 

Contact Judy or Karen if the above dates don’t work.  We can work something out!   

If you are interested in being a volunteer ‘digger’ in February or March, there 

will be sign up sheets at the General Meeting on November 26th.  Come 

visit us at the Plant Sale table.   

If you are interested in ‘hosting’ a dig at your home in February or March, 

there will be sign up sheet at the General Meeting.     

And…..Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the plant sale!  

April 12, 2025 – 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. – Grapevine Botanical Garden 

Any questions, don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Judy Sutherland (yearbook page A-78) 

Karen Stephenson (yearbook page A-75) 
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