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Solving Local Landscape Concerns
with Native Plants?

Results from a 2024 Grapevine Study
Mason Marsh and Betsy Marsh

Mason Marsh is a freshman at Texas A&M University
studying Ecology and Conservation Biology. He
graduated from Colleyville Heritage High School where
he led the CHHS Environmental Club in enhancing the
school’s front entrance with native Texas landscaping.

Betsy Marsh leads diverse water education programs
as Conservation Supervisor for the Tarrant Regional
Water District. Texas prairies and woodlands stole her
heart at a young age, and she’s been gardening with
native plants for 20 years. She led environmental
education programs for the City of Grapevine prior to
joining TRWD.

To understand if local homeowners might use native
plants to address their landscape concerns, CHHS
graduate Mason Marsh conducted a survey of more
than one hundred Grapevine homeowners in 2024 to
understand their landscape concerns and perceptions
about native plants. The surprising results reveal real
opportunities for transforming local home landscapes.

Tuesday, September 24, 2024

Social and refreshments: 9:30 a.m.
Program: 10:00 a.m.

Grapevine Convention Center at 1209 S. Main Street
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The October General Meeting

and Craft Fair
will be on the third
Tuesday in October -
October 15, 2024.
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President’s Message

Welcome to another gardening year with Grapevine Garden Club. As hot as it has been,
gardening has not been much fun in Texas. But there is hope on the horizon! The cooler
autumn weather will be great for digging in the dirt. As a group of dedicated gardeners,
we are so fortunate to belong to a long line of gardening friends—including our Silver
Circle members who have been an important part of the GGC for 25 years or longer.
What a great resource! Our theme this year is Plant America—Enhance our Natural
Environment.

As we experience cooler autumn weather, we begin to notice a few bright orange
butterflies and anticipate the skies filling with migrating Monarchs who are making their
annual trip to the mountains of south central Mexico. We know these delicate travelers
will need energy for their long trek. So we enhance their environment by providing as
many sources of nectar as we can. Next month, our club will be celebrating the Dance of
the Monarch at Butterfly Flutterby and will need lots of volunteers. Our September
general meeting will be the first of two opportunities to get involved by signing up to
serve. Or notify our BFFB Chair, Linda Krimm (yearbook A-41). As well as giving back
to our community, it’s great fun so don’t miss it!

This month we are also looking at our own gardens and deciding which plants need a
boost. So we collect seeds, dig and divide plants and make plans to nurture seedlings and
young plants through the winter to be ready for our Plant Sale in April, our civic projects
fundraiser—West Texas Street, Civic Seed Grants and college scholarships to grow future
horticulturalists. If you have one-gallon pots and would like to donate them to others who
will be potting up heirloom plants from their gardens, please notify our Plant Sale
Co-Chairs, Karen Stephenson (yearbook A-73) and Judy Sutherland (yearbook A-75).

Meanwhile—Happy Gardening as we Enhance our Natural Environment.

X Dinah Chancellor
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Wall-Farrar
Adopt-An-Area - Trail Tidy-up
Monday, September 16th at 9 a.m.

Start the fall right with the GGC Trail Tidy-up walk.
Everyone is welcome to join us for our September 16th
walk. This is our bi-monthly community Adopt-An-
Area service project canvassing for litter. Location is
the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail in Grapevine. Parking is
allowed courtesy of Church at the Cross at 3000
William D Tate Ave, Grapevine.

Karen Rice and Robin Pond, Coordinators

Fort Worth Audubon Society (FWAS) Fall Bird
Walk - Parr Park in Grapevine

Sunday, September 15®

Join GGC member Karen Rice and other FWAS
members on a bird walk at Parr Park on Sunday,
September 15th from 8:00 to 9:30 AM. We will
meet in the parking lot by the Rotary Pavilion.
For further information contact Karen Rice
(yearbook A-66)

ECO Talks:
The Vital Role Of Bees

Wednesday, October 2nd
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Bessie Mitchell House—411 Ball Street

Did you know? There are an estimated 20,000
species of bees, and approximately 3,600 bee
species native to the United States and Canada
alone. These pollinators include solitary bees,
bumble bees and honey bees. Although birds,
bats, and other creatures are also pollinators,
insects, like bees, are the animals that do the
bulk of the pollination that affects our daily lives.
Wild bees are generally different than
domesticated honey bees and live underground
in nests. An expert speaker will teach attendees
how to protect and attract these hardworking
pollinators who help our gardens and
ecosystems thrive.

Register Here

Date: Thursday, October 10

Time: 9:30 a.m. Social

New Member Welcome Event

Calling all new members!

If you joined the Grapevine Garden Club after September 2023 then we would like
to meet you at our New Member Welcome Event!

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon Presentations about the club and activities

Where: Grapevine Botanical Garden / Bessie Mitchell House—411 Ball Street

Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to meet other new members as well as several of our
officers and committee chairs and learn about the many great involvement opportunities! You
will be receiving an invite via email. Please RSVP so we can be sure we have adequate
seating, prizes and food.

L. %, " * € » We look forward to meeting you!

by ki ig ¥
T . "k V‘ ,g iﬁ*m‘ Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett
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i * N New Member Welcome Event Co-Chairs
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Get Ready for Butterfly Flutterby (BFFB)

Saturday, October 19

We have EXCEPTIONAL leaders planning each BFFB area which GGC is sponsoring. Edie
Miller (Student Art Contest), Dinah Chancellor (Science Station), Ella Barber (Arts & Crafts)
Cindy Miller (Ambassadors) and Gloria Land (Butterfly Treasures, the GGC Sales booth).
Now we need team volunteers! If you volunteered for BFFB last year, the

leaders will be contacting you but don’t hesitate to contact them first.

We need help before the event to pick up student artwork and display artwork on the day of
the festival. We need volunteers to distribute watermelon slices before each butterfly
release, help selling very cute kid friendly butterfly items in the sales booth, hand out maps
and check in BFFB volunteers. We have fun “dress up” jobs and lots of opportunities to help
kids make fun crafts and look at butterfly wings under microscopes. Some jobs require no
standing. Most jobs are hands on. What a great fun way to participate in a community event
and meet other Club members.

Choose a time that works for your schedule (9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon or 12:00 noon to 2:30
p.m.) on Saturday, October 19th. There will be a sign-up table at the GGC September and

October general meetings. You may also email a Committee Leader for when and where you
want to be a part of the fun.

Please note: All contact
information in this newsletter is
from the 2023-2024 yearbook

BFFB Coordinator: Linda Krimm (yearbook A-41)
BFFB Co-Leader: Susan Stanek (yearbook A-72)
Science Station: Dinah Chancellor (yearbook A-12)
Arts & Crafts: Ella Barber (yearbook A-4)

BFFF Treasures: Gloria Land (yearbook A-42)

Art Contest: Edie Miller (yearbook A-49)
Ambassador: Watermelon and Volunteer Check-In Cindy Miller (yearbook A-49)

Be sure to check out the Butterfly Flutterby poster on page 8 of this newsletter!

" Jenny Singleton, longtime butterfly wrangler and GGC member, will

present “Tips and Tricks for a Monarch Friendly Garden.” Along
with practical tips, she’ll be reviewing the fascinating monarch lifecycle and getting us
excited for the upcoming migration and Butterfly Flutterby Festival in October.

This workshop costs $5 and includes a small butterfly loving plant to take home with you.
Please sign up and pay at the September meeting. Walk-in registration day of event is
welcome, but plants may not be available to those not registered in advance.

~ Michelle Terry, Workshop Coordinator
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West Texas Street Workday

Tuesday, October 29, starting at 9:00 a.m.
Hello Everyone. It’s time to get in the Fall Swing and gather at West Texas
Street to spruce up the flower beds! Come and join us as we clean the beds
and plant some colorful pansies to welcome the cool weather! Bring your own
tools - clippers, trowels and rakes - and we will bring water and snacks. After
we are all done, those who wish to, meet up at Jakes on Main Street in
' Grapevine to socialize and enjoy lunch! We always have a great time, so come
and join us! ~ Robin Pond and Irene Binyon, West Texas Street Coordinators

Arbor Day School Project

NEWSFLASH!! The Grapevine Garden Club, in conjunction M
with the City of Grapevine, will be jumping back into the third
grade classes on November 1, 2024, to present the Arbor Day
School Project (formerly known as The Native Texas Tree
Project)! Yes, of course, it’s not a new program, but it’s always
new to the 3™ graders and the book will be the same as last
year’s book: The Boy Who Grew A Forest: The True Story of
Jadav Payeng. If you want to help youngsters understand what
the big deal is about trees, AND you are willing to read to the
students, AND have a lesson plan designed for you to use, then
please sign up at the September meeting. It is such a positive
way to give back to the community and ensure that our future
gardeners are on the road to understanding the symbiotic
relationship between humans, the earth and plants!

We will be at a table with pen in hand to sign you up!

Thank you, Judy McDoniel and Emily McDoniel, Arbor Day School Project Chairs

The Grapevine Garden Club has donated two books to the
Grapevine Public Library in memory of Sylvan Sigler.

Sylvan was an accomplished gardener with an extensive
collection of irises, which she enjoyed sharing with everyone.

Dwarf and Median Bearded Irises: Jewels of the Iris World
by Kevin Vaughn

Growing Bearded Irises Made Easy by Shakira Nellem

ol
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2025 Plant Sale

Some general information to share this month:

* The sale date is confirmed. Mark your calendars for April 12, 2025, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
* Potting mix and pots will be available AFTER September 25" at the GBG Greenhouse.
There are 3 dates and times set for pickup as follows:
September 27" from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
October 1% from 12 noon - 1 p.m.
October 8™ from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
* Contact Karen and/or Judy if you need assistance on other dates and times as we will
work with you as best as possible.
* If you are interested in being a volunteer ‘digger’ in February or March, sign up at the
General Meeting on September 24™. Come visit us at the Plant Sale table.

* Other volunteer sign up sheets will be posted at the November and January General
Meetings.

We are very excited to Co-Chair the 2025 Plant Sale. We look forward to working with all
the wonderful volunteers who make this event possible.

Judy Sutherland and Karen Stephenson

The Grapeving Gavden Club
CRAFT FAIR

Our Annual Craft Fair will be on Tuesday, October 15th

We are looking for people who are CRAFTY! If you sew, paint, knit, cook, do woodworking,
photography or are any kind of a maker, come showcase and sell your creations at the Craft Fair! This
is the time to reserve a six-foot table for just $15 and present your creations to an eager audience of
garden cub members. We’re looking for at least three more folks to join in - it’'s so much fun for
everybody. Your $15 reservation payment is due by the September general meeting. To participate or
find out more, please write me (yearbook A-19).

Thank you, Alexandra Evans, Gardeners Corner

) M ¥
Welcome
to newest members:
Debbie Gill Jodie Seeker
Jill Waterbury
AND Welcome back to:
Michael Marchant
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Fall Sweep
Fall Sweep is Grapevine’s biggest volunteer
event of the year. Volunteers will serve
together to keep the parks, shoreline and
waterways clean and litter-free. After the work
is done, come have some fun in the courtyard
between The REC of Grapevine and Library.
There will be free lunch for volunteers, prize
drawings and more!

Locations and all details will be sent
the Monday before the event.

Saturday, September 28th
9to 11 a.m.

Register Here

KEEP TEXAS BEAUTIFUL

FORT WORTH CACTUS & _
SUCCULENT SOCIETY ¢*

TACSS
FALL SEMINAR
Fort Worth « Texas Rl -
Join the Texas Association of |
Cactus & Succulent Societies
« Amazing speakers i

.« Plant sales
« Live auction

I October 4-6th at the
¢ Fort Worth Botanic Garde
Scan to learn more &
register for free!

Please refer to the GGC'’s
website for full calendar of
club events.

Save The Date For The Polar Express Holiday Luncheon

;Mon-day,,_%ecember 9th
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Grapevine Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park
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