
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

September 24, 2013 
Stacy’s Furniture & Accessories 

Community Room, 3rd Floor           1900 South Main, Grapevine 

Social 9:30 A.M. Meeting and Program 10:00 A.M. 

We thank our members for continuing to carpool and to park in the outer slots 

to allow Stacy’s customers to park near the store entrance. 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR HOSTESSES: 
Chair, Val Reed, Phyllis Butts, Marge Carpenter, Sarah Erickson, Claudia 

Hatchel, Anne Hogue, Betsy Marsh, Thierrie Mazur, and Beckie Underwood 

  

Grapevine Garden Club  

September Program 
 

Roger Sanderson of Texas Discovery 

Gardens has broad interests in both reptiles 

and insects. However, he speaks to us this 

month about drought tolerant gardening, a 

subject we can never learn enough about. His 

presentation will center on plant species that 

are especially adapted to tolerate the severe 

water restrictions we all must follow in our 

region of Texas. 

 Elayne Vick, 

Programs 
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President’s Message 
Normally the summer is a time to take a long break from garden club 

activities—but not this summer. Many GGC members have been putting in lots of 

hours preparing for some exciting new fall events. It’s going to be a busy time and 

I hope you will all join in and volunteer to help.   

 

The annual Butterfly Flutterby event on October 19
th

 will take place for the first 

time at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens. GGC will take a more active role in the 

Butterfly Flutterby with children’s activities including a scavenger hunt, art 

contest, butterfly movie, a photo booth, and crafts. Our expanded involvement will 

mean we need lots more help before and during the event. 

 

Our second annual fall plant sale, “Plant Native – Plant Now”, will take place at 

the same place and time. We will sell native and adapted trees and shrubs as well 

as nectar and host plants for butterflies. All proceeds will benefit the Greenhouse 

Project.  

 

There will be no general meeting in November so 

we can present a very special event:  “A Morning with 

Neil Sperry”. I want to thank our member, Debbie 

Smith, and her husband, James, for making it possible 

to have Neil Sperry come speak in our own downtown 

Grapevine. All proceeds will go to the Greenhouse 

Project. I hope to see all of you and your friends there. 

 

My theme this year is “Welcoming Butterflies to our Gardens”. You will find 

that there are many butterfly-oriented activities planned for this year. We as 

gardeners are the perfect folks to make life easier for migrating monarchs and other 

butterflies. 

Pam Braak 

  

 
Neil Sperry 

 

Monarch 

Butterfly on 

Asclepias 

tuberosa 
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 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Date Event Location 

September  

12 – 15 
25

th
 Annual GrapeFest 

Downtown 

Grapevine, Texas 

September 24 
Gardens on View 

after the regular GGC Meeting 

The Gardens of—  

Peggy & Ron Anderson 

Toni Morehead 

Kevin & Lisa Northcutt 

Evelyn & A.C. Urbanovsky 

September  

28 

The Monarchs of Fall 

Speaker: Jenny Singleton 

10:30 A.M. 

Grapevine Public Library 

October 8 – 10  Gardeners on the Go 
Bentonville, AR, 

Tulsa, OK 

September Birthdays 
 

Ron Anderson 

Barbara Atkins 

Ella Barber 

Marilyn Bayer 

Tina Boserup 

Diane Cauwels 

Rachel Clark 

Carmen Drew 

Shannon Griffin 

  

Peggy Harris 

Peggy Reyher 

Karen Rice 

Babs Sidorowicz 

Shari Stanfield 

Lisa Stokdyk 

Marty Swindell 

Beckie Underwood 

Elayne Vick 

Edie Williams 

 

Welcome 

New Members! 

Ramona Robbins 

Lizann Cundall 

Susan Sporl 

 
monarch 
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Date Event Location 

October 19 
Plant Native – Plant Now Sale 

Grapevine Botanical Gardens 
Butterfly Flutterby 

October 29 Work Day 
West Texas Street 

Grapevine, Texas 

November 5 

Gardeners on the Go:  

Avant Gardeners’ Autumn Gold and 

Holly Berries—a Holiday Flower Show 

Home of Barbara Baker 

Fort Worth, Texas 

November 9  
2013 District II Garden Club  

Fall Convention 
Jacksboro, Texas 

November 26 Morning with Neil Sperry 
Palace Theatre 

Grapevine, Texas 

December 3 Holiday Luncheon 
Lancaster Theater 

Main Street, Grapevine, TX 

 

Are You Getting a Printed Newsletter? 
In an effort to be as “Green” as possible, we are requesting those of you who 

receive the Grapevine Garden Club Newsletter in the mail to consider receiving it 

via email. Maybe a spouse, child, or close friend can help.  

  

Also, when there is a garden club function that you are attending, such as a tour 

or a luncheon, and you normally receive a written map or instruction, perhaps you 

could buddy up with a friend. Have that friend pass along the information to you so 

that we can cut back on our mailings.  

 

The GGC Board appreciates your cooperation. Have a great year and happy 

gardening! 

Kathy Stone,  

Communications 
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Ways and Means 

The Grapevine Garden Club will be offering a variety of spring bulbs at the 

October meeting. Bulbs and pictures are below. If you are interested, please stop 

by the Ways and Means table at the September regular meeting in order to reserve 

your bulbs. Bulbs will be available for pick-up at the October meeting.  

 

T-shirts and denim shirts will also be available for purchase at the September 

meeting; along with our new item, pocketed khaki aprons with the new GGC logo. 

Gloves, markers, and other items will also be available.  

 

We look forward to having different items at the Ways and Means table 

throughout the year. Suggestions are always welcome. 

Cindy Miller, 

Ways and Means 

Bulbs for fall planting 2013 - $10 a bag ($9 for GGC members) 
 Spanish Bluebells (Hyacinthoides hispanica) One of the most adaptable bulbs, very shade 

tolerant, lovely bell-shaped flowers on 8"-12" stems; rich deep blue; naturalizes; heirloom – 

9 / bag 

 Yellow Spider lily (Lycoris Aurea) – A yellow variety of our favorite red spider lily;  

18"-24", blooms in the fall, with leaves emerging in the winter to very early spring - 3 / bag 

 Snow Flake (Leucojum aestivum) Critter proof, pendulous pure white bells; heirloom; 

naturalizes; 12"-18" mid to late spring - 9 / bag  

 Star Flower (Ipheion uniflorum) Six petaled star-shaped, sweetly fragrant flowers with 

grasslike foliage; naturalizes; bright, deep blue 3"-6" stem, early to late spring - 15 / bag 

 Daffodil Jonquilla – Quail – floriferous with bronzy yellow flowers; 2-4 flowers per stem, 

12"-14" stem; mid spring - 9 / bag  

 Daffodil Large cup – Ice Follies – Creamy white petals & a very broad ‘wide-opened’ cup 

matures to almost pure white; prolific multiplier; 1953 16"-18"; early to mid-spring - 9 / bag 

 Byzantinus (Gladiolus communis) Deep purplish flowers, 20"-24" stem; smaller flowered 

and hardier than their summer blooming cousins; late spring; heirloom 1700 - 15 / bag 

 Species tulip (Clusiana) – Excellent for rock gardens, front of borders; heirloom; will 

naturalize when happy; red and white - 15 / bag 

             
Spanish Bluebells          Yellow Lycoris          Snowflake           Star Flower 

                

Jonquilla – Quail Daffodil – Ice Follies Byzantinus Glads Species tulips 

http://www.grapevinegardenclub.org/
http://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/showimage/99621/
http://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/showimage/348743/
http://southernlivingplants.com/photos/plant-large/heirloom_snowflake_700x875.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vanengelen.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/thumbnail/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/b/e/best_ipheion_rolf_fiedler_main.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.vanengelen.com/flower-bulbs-index/best-of-the-rest/ipheion-uniflorum-254/ipheion-uniflorum-rolf-fiedler.html&h=906&w=750&sz=168&tbnid=qTogc6U255DK7M:&tbnh=100&tbnw=83&zoom=1&usg=__O6gFjj5XmNh2A59UnzvIHDAFwi8=&docid=WzVmVoQT7IxU_M&itg=1&sa=X&ei=fL4bUqzbDKOf2QWY0IGgDg&ved=0CEkQ9QEwBA&dur=1623
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gardensandplants.com/images/plants/Narcissus Quail.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gardensandplants.com/uk/plant.aspx?plant_id=2096&h=400&w=600&sz=74&tbnid=cWaRWNb0VvFhOM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=135&zoom=1&usg=__9LXIp1tIjCHcsoW23jfmOhf-kAI=&docid=h45L9CqrfKGbcM&sa=X&ei=M78bUoKMOMeG2wWm-YCgCw&ved=0CDgQ9QEwAw&dur=3541
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_Nzy91WRToMI/S7N80k9mt4I/AAAAAAAADQs/N0wxOPWr4Bw/s320/Daffodil,+Ice+Follies.JPG&imgrefurl=http://powellgardens.blogspot.com/2010/03/celebrate-our-heartland-wind-at-powell.html&h=1067&w=1600&sz=164&tbnid=vQ0R6V8IyV47sM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=135&zoom=1&usg=__UnG9LIjQa4kM7TI-oRInFyvdCcQ=&docid=cYvZqQBrtckcgM&sa=X&ei=474bUu7wG4jH2QWo2YDQAQ&ved=0CEkQ9QEwAQ&dur=1060
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.plantsystematics.org/users/dws/6_1_05_3/Gladiolus/Gladiolus_byzantinus.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.plantsystematics.org/imgs/dws/r/Iridaceae_Gladiolus_byzantinus_13892.html&h=797&w=1200&sz=302&tbnid=18bWov3H5o8bLM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=136&zoom=1&usg=__2V6hMHuSYoTAI6Tkaw_9mfBuWRc=&docid=Uf-sfDw24KYgEM&sa=X&ei=q74bUpCkJcPt2QWa0oEI&ved=0CC0Q9QEwAA&dur=4399
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   There will be a selection of fall vegetables and herbs offered during the “Gardens 

on View” tours after the September general meeting. Please stop by Peggy and 

Ron Anderson’s to view their garden. While you are there, purchase some fall 

edibles for your garden from your Ways and Means team. 

Karen Rice 

 

Garden Docent News 
Lots of fun and exciting volunteer opportunities are already lining up for this 

fall at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park (GBG). Horticulturist, 

Lisa Adams Grove, is starting a new Seniors Program that will take place on the 

fourth Monday of every month in the Garden from 10:00 A.M. until noon. She is 

looking for a docent who would be willing to take a lead role for this program. 

That person will meet with Lisa two times a year to plan the sessions. Lisa has 

already planned the first three programs for this fall. She will also need volunteers 

on those Mondays to help with the activities. (See additional information about this 

exciting new project in this issue of the newsletter.) 

 

After a two month break from the heat, we are starting up the Docents in the 

Garden on Saturday Morning program again. The hours are 10:00 A.M. until noon 

and it’s a great opportunity to share information about the GBG with visitors.  

 

The dates for the Concerts in the Garden are October 5, 12, and 19. We will 

need help on those evenings with children’s craft activities from 6:30 to 8:30 P.M. 

Spending the evening in the Garden listening to music is wonderful.  

 

And last, the Butterfly Flutterby will be in the Grapevine Botanical Gardens on 

Saturday, October 19 from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. We are looking for volunteers 

to help with the Scavenger Hunt activity. (See related article in this issue.) 

 

Emails will be coming your 

way and there will be signup 

sheets at the next meeting. 

Please come join us for all of 

the fun activities in the Garden. 

If you would like to volunteer 

for any of these activities now, 

you may contact Paula Wilson. 

Paula Wilson, 

GBC Docent Coordinator 
 

 
Grapevine Botanical Gardens  
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Senior Gardening Program 
The Grapevine Senior Activity Center is beginning a new monthly Gardening 

Program series. This class will meet on the fourth Monday of the month at the 

Grapevine Botanical Gardens and will have a different topic each session. The first 

class is Monday, September 23 from 10:00 A.M. until noon to learn about 

container gardens. Participants will find out which ornamental plants will make a 

great container garden, how to care for them, and will make their own container 

garden to take home. The second class is Monday, October 28 to learn about Patio 

Gardening. Participants will learn about growing edible plants in containers, what 

edible plants make a great patio planting, how to care for them, and will make their 

own patio pot to take home. The topic for the November 25
th

 class is how to use 

the latest innovative ergonomic garden tools to make gardening chores a breeze. 

There is a $5.00 charge for each class. Participants will register for each class at 

the Grapevine Senior Activity Center. 

Lisa Adams Grove, Horticulturist, 

Grapevine Botanical Gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly Flutterby is moving to the Grapevine  

Botanical Gardens!  
Everyone is invited to celebrate the migration of the monarch butterfly from 

Canada to Mexico by way of Grapevine. The 16
th
 Annual Butterfly Flutterby 

(BFFB) is a free, family-friendly event and this is the first year the event is being 

held at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens. 
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The event will be held Saturday, October 19
th

 from 10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.; 

the same day as the Grapevine Garden Club Native Plant and Tree Sale and the 

Nash Farm Fall Roundup. There will be three butterfly releases and of course a 

costume parade.  

 

If you have never been to the BFFB parade, you will be amazed how many 

creative ways there are to dress children and their pets as butterflies. The parade 

will begin at the north end of Main Street and end in the Gardens. Prizes are 

awarded for the best costumes. Expected attendance is more than 3000.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the summer several Garden Club members have been working with Lisa 

Grove and the Convention and Visitors Bureau planning lots of fun activities and 

games for the entire family. Several members have already volunteered but we still 

need your help in the following areas.  

 

Native Plant & Tree Sale – See related article in this newsletter. 

 

Grapevine Garden Club Art Contest – This is the first time the Club has 

sponsored an Art Contest! The theme for the contest is “Making the World Better 

and More Beautiful”. The contest will involve preschool and K-5 Grapevine 

Colleyville ISD students. Art Contest winners will be presented ribbons and cash 

prizes during the Festival. This committee will need help on October 17
th

 to 

receive entries and October 19
th

 to help display entries.  
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Garden Scavenger Hunt – Botanical Garden Docents are creating an interactive 

and fun scavenger hunt that will involve searching the gardens for all types of 

“garden treasures”.  After the child has located all the garden treasures, they return 

to the start and receive a prize. Paula Wilson is organizing the scavenger hunt and 

needs volunteers to help guide the kids during the game. 

 

Kids Ways and Means – The GGC booth will have a wonderful educational 

butterfly display, seeds, fresh flowers, caterpillars, and kid friendly items. We need 

heirloom seeds from GGC members' gardens. Please bring the seeds to the 

September 24
th
 meeting and sign up to sell craft items, to explain the life cycle of 

butterflies, or to contribute fresh flowers from your garden. We need your help!!  

Contact Gloria Land with any questions.  

 

Garden Yard Art and Ways & Means – The Yard Art committee will be making 

and selling garden yard art. Many members are talented and love making crafts. If 

you have a craft idea that is easy to make, call Barbara Munn to share your idea. 

Cindy Miller will also be selling garden gloves, GGC History Books and some 

new garden club logo items. This booth needs friendly volunteers who like to sell. 

 

Kids Craft Activities – During the festival, there will be three areas for children to 

make crafts to take home. The craft activities are designed for K-5
th

 grade students, 

and we need volunteers to help children make crafts. Several items need to be cut 

and sorted prior to the event. So if you can cut, count and sort, volunteer for this 

committee. Or if you like to have fun with children, volunteer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous - All of the above plus the GGC will be selling bottled water and 

raffle tickets. Several raffle items have already been donated from local businesses 

and we will need volunteers to sell raffle tickets.  We will also be selling tickets to 
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A Morning with Neil Sperry – Texas Home Landscaping–Planning and Plants. The 

Sperry program is November 26
th
, 10:00 A.M. at the Palace Theatre in downtown 

Grapevine.  

 

Butterfly Futterby will be a fun and educational event for Grapevine families, 

friends, grandparents, and the community. The Grapevine Garden Club will be 

participating and directing many of these activities. Join the fun by volunteering to 

help. Sign up at the September 24
th
 GGC regular meeting. Look for the butterflies! 

 

Questions?  Call or send a message to Linda Krimm or Gloria Land. 

Linda Krimm 

Gloria Land, 

Butterfly Flutterby  

The Monarchs of Fall 

Saturday, September 28, 10:30 A.M. 

Grapevine Public Library 
Do you know enough about monarch butterflies 

that you feel comfortable and enthusiastic while 

talking to visitors at the club’s exhibit booth at the 

Butterfly Flutterby festival? Plan on attending the 

Monarchs of Fall program sponsored by GGC and 

presented by Jenny Singleton at the Grapevine 

Public Library! Join us as she brings information 

about these majestic insects and their incredible 

life cycle and how your landscape can help the 

monarch butterfly succeed in its journey.  

 

Jenny Singleton, an educator, Monarch Watch volunteer, seasoned butterfly tag 

wrangler, and GGC member will present a program designed for both children and 

adults who want to learn about the beautiful monarch butterflies as they magically 

appear in north Texas each fall. 

 

For the past twenty plus years, Jenny has 

been involved with an ongoing research 

program sponsored by Monarch Watch at 

the University of Kansas in Lawrence, 

involving monarch tagging.  
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Monarchs tagged in Texas have been tracked by this unique numbering system 

to their overwintering grounds in central Mexico, thus helping scientists study their 

population. This is especially important today, as monarch butterfly populations 

are in a steady decline due to loss of habitat and the ongoing drought in their 

migratory path.  

 

Jenny will teach you about the life cycle of this 

fascinating insect, its migratory patterns, and 

beneficial plants the monarchs depend on. She will 

provide simple backyard landscape ideas to help 

bring back the Monarch Butterfly—all of which 

will be helpful as you volunteer for Butterfly 

Flutterby and the Plant Native-Plant Now (GGC’s 

fall plant sale) which will be featuring butterfly 

plants in addition to other native plants. 

Joetta King 

 

Gardeners on the Go 

Fall Gardens and Art Tour  

Bentonville, Arkansas and Tulsa, Oklahoma 

October 8 - 10, 2013 (2 nights and 3 days) 
Consider traveling with garden 

club friends to visit unique art 

museums surrounded by elaborate 

gardens and landscapes. Guided tours 

are planned for gardens surrounding 

Crystal Bridges, Gilcrease Museum, 

and Philbrook Museum of Art. Self-

guided tours are scheduled for many 

of the art collections. There is an 

option of a self-guided tour at the 

Philbrook or a docent-led tour of the 

Linnaeus Teaching Garden at the 

Tulsa Garden Center.  

 

Tour expense fee of $66.00, payable to Grapevine Garden Club, must be 

submitted prior to September 20 and covers the cost of guided garden tours, 

admission to Crystal Bridges, Gilcrease Museum, and Philbrook Museum of Art, 

lunches at Crystal Bridges and Philbrook, and miscellaneous tour expenses. 

 

 
Linnaeus Teaching Garden 
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Anticipated expenses not covered by the $66.00 fee would include hotel expenses, 

other lunch and dinner meals, and reimbursing carpool driver for gasoline. 

 

 

 

There are currently twenty-one 

members and one guest planning to 

attend. The tour is limited to thirty. 

Tour folders will be distributed at the 

September general meeting to tour 

attendees. 

 

 

Although you have until September 20
th

 to make a decision about attending, the 

cutoff date for block room reservation must be submitted for Tulsa by September 

12
th
 and Bentonville by September 19

th
. Try to commit soon so that carpool groups 

and roommates can be considered. 

 

For further information about the tour, contact Joetta King by email or home 

phone. Check out the websites for the different tour sites for insight into the 

glorious places you will be viewing—learning, laughing and making friends as we 

go! 

Joetta King, 

Trips and Tours 

 

Plant Native – Plant Now Sale 

Saturday October 19, 2013 – 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. 

Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park, 411 Ball Street, Grapevine, TX 
GGC is partnering with the City of Grapevine’s Tree Sharing Program to 

conduct a plant sale on October 19
th
 at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens. The event 

will be in conjunction with Butterfly Flutterby festivities which are scheduled at 

the gardens from 10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 

 

With the extreme drought and heat impacting our landscapes, better plant 

choices need to be considered, and fall is the best time for planting! You will be 

pleased to find that the Plant Native – Plant Now sale will feature native and 

adapted trees and shrubs that are hardy and not usually available at local nurseries. 

They will be small enough (one to three gallon) to transport in your vehicle and are 

 
Gilcrease Victorian Garden 
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reasonably priced. In addition to the trees and shrubs, nectar and host plants for 

butterflies will also be featured. 

 
To allow you time to consider your 

landscaping needs, a complete list of the 

plants for sale will be emailed to members 

prior to the sale. Members have come to 

expect a post-sale following our spring plant 

sales, but this will not be necessary 

following this sale since the City of 

Grapevine will purchase unsold plants to use 

in other projects. Gardeners love a bargain, 

and GGC members will be given a 10% 

discount during the plant sale. There will not 

be a pre-sale or special orders. 

 
Grapevine residents may register for the Grapevine Tree Sharing Program 

during the sale. Sample trees will be available to view and order. Prices associated 

with the Grapevine Tree Sharing Program are very reasonable! The purchase of up 

to two 30-gallon trees includes delivery, planting and a six month – one time – 

warranty. Trees may be planted in the front or back yard following specific 

guidelines. Since many of our members are not Grapevine residents, GGC 

members in the following cities may participate at a higher but still great price: 

Bedford, Southlake, Colleyville, Euless, Trophy Club, Hurst, North Richland Hills, 

Coppell, Keller, and Westlake. 

 

As you are aware, GGC, in cooperation with the Grapevine Parks and 

Recreation Department, would like to build a greenhouse at the Grapevine 

Botanical Gardens. We believe a greenhouse will provide opportunities to expand 

educational classes by creating a no-season growing environment. It will provide a 

living laboratory for hands-on lessons in plant propagation, floriculture, container 

gardening, fertilization, transplanting, and soil preparation. 

 

The proceeds from the Plant Native –Plant Now Sale will be dedicated to the 

greenhouse fundraising campaign. Please support our efforts by attending, buying, 

and volunteering to assist during the sale. 

 

For further information, contact Chuck Voelker, Plant Native – Plant Now 

coordinator. 

 
Chuck Voelker & Karen Rice nurturing 

plants for Plant Native—Plant Now 

Joetta King 
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Grapevine Garden Club Receives National 

Recognition 
During the National Garden Clubs (NGC) spring 

convention in Seattle, Washington the Grapevine 

Garden Club was awarded a National Award of 

Recognition. The award is for Conservation Education 

and is presented to gardening organizations who study 

conservation and the environment.  

 

Thanks to Joetta King, Tour Director Extraordinaire, our members have many 

opportunities to tour public and private gardens in order to increase their awareness 

and knowledge of various conservation gardening techniques, design methods and 

creative use of plant material. Members may not realize that Joetta arranges our 

tours as learning experiences in conjunction with having fun and getting to know 

other Club members. (And you thought it was all about the food!)  

 

The recognition was given specifically for our tour to the University of Texas at 

Arlington (UTA). Twenty-two members saw first-hand the design, construction 

and maintenance practices of two gardens. The Green at College Park Garden 

featured native and adapted plants that consume approximately 70% less water 

than a typical landscape for the area. The Community Garden is a cooperative 

project between the City of Arlington, UTA and Mission Arlington. It was a fun 

and informative tour. Thank you, Joetta, for all that you do for the Grapevine 

Garden Club.  

Linda Krimm, Awards 

 

A Morning with Neil Sperry –  

Texas Home Landscaping – Planning and Plants 

10:00 A.M. - Tuesday, November 26, 2013 

Grapevine’s Palace Theatre – Tickets $15 

Proceeds benefit the Grapevine Botanical Gardens Greenhouse 

Project 

 
For almost three years GGC has endeavored to raise funds to build a 

greenhouse at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens, and a very exciting event is 

scheduled that should provide significant funding for the Grapevine Botanical 

Gardens Greenhouse Project. This special event will be in lieu of the November 

general meeting. 
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Through the efforts of members, James and Debbie Smith, Neil Sperry has 

agreed to present a program Texas Home Landscaping – Planning and Plants on 

November 26, 10:00 A.M., at Grapevine’s Palace Theatre, 300 South Main Street.  

 

Tickets for A Morning with Neil Sperry are $15 and will be sold at the 

September 25
th
 general meeting. You may purchase a ticket with cash or a check 

payable to Grapevine Garden Club. Tickets to the general public will go on sale on 

October 1 at Marshall Grain (Grapevine) and Calloway’s Nursery (Hurst & 

Southlake) or by using tickets@grapevinegardenclub.com. 

 

As the most familiar voice in Texas 

horticulture, garden expert Neil Sperry needs no 

introduction to gardeners in this region. Whether 

you are a novice gardener or skilled Master 

Gardener, Neil will help guide you through your 

gardening challenges as he shares photos of his 

garden along with other notable gardens he has 

visited. 

 

Since his early radio broadcasts on behalf of the Texas AgriLife Extension in 

the early 1970s, to his first commercial broadcast on January 7, 1978, Neil has 

reached hundreds of thousands of Texas gardeners every week. He is probably the 

most tenured gardening talk show host in America. You heard him on WFAA 

radio 1978-1980, KRLD 1980-2010, and Neil now hosts Neil Sperry’s Texas 

Gardening on WBAP 820 on Sundays 8:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. If you have 

horticulture questions, call Neil on Sunday mornings at (800) 288-WBAP (9227). 

 

Neil Sperry's GARDENS Magazine is a reliable source of landscaping and 

gardening information. It's been that way since it began in 1987. Featuring the 

finest gardening authorities in the state of Texas, the magazine has been recognized 

nationally as being the best regional gardening magazine in America. Best of all, 

every word of the magazine applies to your Texas landscape and garden. You may 

subscribe to his free monthly electronic newsletter, e-gardens newsletter, at 

www.neilsperry.com. 

 

Please plan on attending, invite friends, and promote this event! The 

Greenhouse Project Committee has worked hard soliciting donations and grants. 

They need your help to reach the $150,000 goal. With the approval of an additional 

$15,000 donation (2013-14 budget approval), GGC will have donated $30,166 and 

individual members have contributed $22,452.00. Total contributions from the 
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public, matching funds, other clubs and businesses has brought the total fund to 

$58,504.  

 

If you have questions regarding the Sperry event, visit with members of the 

Neil Sperry Fundraiser Committee – Pam Braak, Linda Krimm, Debbie Smith, 

Elayne Vick, Joetta King, and Lisa Adams Grove. The committee is facilitated by 

co-chairs Beckie Underwood and Sarah Erickson. 

Joetta King 

Jacksboro Garden Club Plans Fall Convention 
Jacksboro Garden Club will be “callin' in the Cavalry and hitchin' up the wagons” for 

a “rip roarin' good time” at the 2013 District II Garden Club Fall Convention! “Fall on 

the Frontier” will be held Saturday, November 9, 2013 in the Halliburton Building at Fort 

Richardson State Park, Jacksboro, Texas. 

 

Registration will begin at 9:00 A.M., with the business meeting convening at 10:00 

A.M. The registration form with all the details for the convention is included in this 

newsletter. Participants will enter through historic Fort Richardson and be transported 

across the prairie by horse drawn wagons! Attendees are urged to dress appropriately for 

the ride and enjoy the pristine surroundings of the fort grounds. Don't be surprised if you 

see some of the fort's deer grazing as you pass by. 

 

Fort Richardson was established in November of 1867 as the northernmost fort in a 

line of forts ordered by the Federal Government after the Civil War. The forts were to 

offer protection to the settlers. It was abandoned a few years later and eventually became 

the property of the city of Jacksboro. Since being purchased by the State of Texas, seven 

of the original buildings have been restored and are available for tours. Hiking and biking 

trails along with camping and fishing have made Fort Richardson a popular “get away” 

for North Texans. 

 

Other sites of interest in the area are the Jack County History Museum, the restored 

G.T. and W. Train Depot that houses the Jacksboro Chamber of Commerce, Twin Lakes 

Playground and Lost Creek Hiking Trail. One can even enjoy a famous “frozen malt” at 

the old time soda fountain located in City Drug. Perhaps a Starbucks coffee from the 

Main Street Bistro in the beautifully renovated Eastburn Building on the Square would be 

more to one’s taste! While at the Bistro, be sure to check on the elegantly appointed Bed 

and Breakfast rooms upstairs; or for a more casual, relaxed B & B experience, The Purple 

Thistle on Highway 380 West provides a taste of country living. 

 

Members of the Jacksboro Garden Club have spent a year planning this event and 

have left no stone unturned to assure you of an event you will not soon forget. So leave 

the hustle and bustle of the city and come out to Jacksboro for a day of fun—“Fall on the 

Frontier”. 
Jacksboro Garden Club 
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