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Through The Grapevine 
April 2024 

Water Conservation                             

and Water Harvesting 

The data is clear: water resources are decreasing 
due to drought and demand while population in 
the Metroplex, as elsewhere in Texas, is growing. 
Tarrant County Master Gardeners, Dick Pafford 
and Bobbye Hitzfeld, on behalf of Tarrant Reginal 
Water District, will present the reasons why water 
conservation and rainwater harvesting are vital to 
ensuring that adequate clean water is available to 
our communities over the next 10 to 20 years. 
The current sources of water and the delivery to 
our homes will be discussed, as well as how those 
sources are maintained. Water conservation can 
mean adding drip irrigation, collecting rainwater 
to replace the use of city water and the             
importance of sprinkler maintenance. The       
program will end with a demonstration on how to 
build a rain barrel that can be used in your       
garden. 

Additional information on conserving water  

  

https://savetarrantwater.com/how-to-conserve/outside/
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 President’s Message  
Greetings Gardeners! April is a busy month for the Grapevine Garden Club! In this  

newsletter or on the GGC website, you will see articles about a variety of GGC projects: 
Flowercade, Scholarships, Plant Sale, Earth Day, Gardeners on the Go, West Texas Street, 
Grapevine Botanical Gardens Docent Program, Gardens on View and Open Gardens to 
name just a few. Let me say a few words about our annual Plant Sale on Saturday, April 

13th. For months now, GGC members and friends have been digging and nurturing     
heirloom plants from their own gardens and purchasing plants at wholesale nurseries—
not to mention our Garden Bazaar, which includes items members are donating to this 
good cause. This event raises funds for our civic projects: West Texas Street, Civic Seed 
Grants and Scholarships for students majoring in horticulture-related fields. We are so 

proud of the loving energy members of GGC have put into these projects. If you have an 
opportunity to join in as a participant or volunteer, please do!! It will lift your spirits and 
nurture friendships. 

Dinah Chancellor 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

GGC members digging and dividing plants at Barb Munn’s garden. 

Judy Sutherland and Karen Stephenson, Plant Sale Co-Chairs, report that more than 

1,430 plants have been dug from GGC members’ gardens for this year’s sale! 

grapevinegardenclub.org


 

April 2024 3 www.grapevinegardenclub.org 

 
Annual Spring Picnic  

Garden Bees 

 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday, May 14th, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Trawick Pavilion at Lake Grapevine ~ 2700 Darren G. Medlin Trail ~ Grapevine 

 

Come see what the buzz is all about!  
We will be celebrating the many successful events and projects of the past GGC year as we enjoy delicious 
food provided by members and the camaraderie of members and guests in a beautiful setting overlooking Lake 
Grapevine.  

 

This convivial gathering is an opportunity to acknowledge civic leaders who support the club’s activities and to 
meet the newly elected slate of officers and scholarship recipients for 2024-2025. 

 

Luncheon sign-up sheets will be available at the March general meeting. Or, you may email Cecilia Mitchell 
(yearbook p. A50) or Annemarie Garlin (yearbook p. A21) with your RSVP and please indicate that you will be 
providing either a salad or dessert. Members may invite a guest to the luncheon. Their name should be listed 
with your RSVP. You need to sign-up or RSVP by May 1st.  

 

Are you one of those members who are rushed for time and not overly fond of cooking? There is no shame in 
providing a store bought salad or dessert for the luncheon! In fact, tell us the name of the dish and where you 
bought it when you arrive at the luncheon. It may become a buy it delicacy for your family meals. 

 

However, if you have perused the Out of the Garden and Into the Kitchen, Great Recipes from the Members of 
the Grapevine Garden Club, Inc. available on the club’s website under the ‘Resources’ tab, you will know that 
many members obviously enjoy preparing culinary delights. (Check out recipes from the 2023 luncheon! 
Yum!!!) So, if you are preparing a favorite salad or dessert, please submit your recipe preferably by email to 
Barbara Atkins (yearbook p. A3) to be included in the 2024 cookbook. If using a computer is a challenge, just 
bring a printed copy of the recipe to the luncheon. 

 

As always, we are looking forward to having a great time together!  

Thank you, Chris George, Spring Luncheon Coordinator 
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Gardeners On The Go May Trip: Log Cabin Village 

 When:  Tuesday, May 28th 

 Where:  Log Cabin Village, located in Fort Worth  

 Cost: $10 for the tour 

 Time:   Meet at Grapevine Botanical Gardens at 9:15 a.m. 

Join us on Tuesday, May 28, for our last GOG visit with Liz and Kathryn. We will be visiting this uniqu historical 
site that offers a glimpse into 19th century Texas life. This recreated village features a collection of cabins dating 
back to the mid-1800s, providing an authentic representation of the living conditions and lifestyle during that 
period. The site features staff members dressed in 19th-century-style attire and historic buildings from north and 
central Texas.  We will have a docent led tour of the village as well as an opportunity to make dipped candles. 
Lunch following at a location TBA. 

~ Submitted by Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, Co-chairs Gardeners on the Go 

2024-2025 Membership Dues Are Due! 

Online is the new and easy way to renew or join as a member  

We have upgraded to an online system due to data corruption and out-of-date software versions with 

our old paper/Excel system. Since we have to enter all of our members’ data in the new system anyway, 

we would love to transfer the data you key in versus retyping from handwritten forms.  

We are asking all members to renew online by scanning the QR code or using the GGC link below to 

complete the registration and interest survey.   

It is really very quick and easy to do.  Thank you so much! 

 

 

 

 

GGC membership website    

Membership:  

$30 for an individual OR    

$35 for a family membership (1 Household, 1 Yearbook and a maximum of 3 members) 

 

Are you a New Member or Renewing? 

Complete interest survey (Family membership has a survey for each member; if 

family member checked ‘Non-Active Member’ their survey will not be shown. 

However, we will still need their contact and emergency information) 

Enter your Emergency name and primary phone number 

Click on ADD TO CART 

Click on VIEW CART  

Click on PROCEED TO CHECKOUT and fill out your name and contact information 

     * Pay by credit card, debit card, Venmo or Zelle – Choose one and enter billing information 

     * Check/Cash – Choose PAY BY CHECK/CASH and mail your check or drop it off at a meeting. 

(You will NOT be registered until your  check/cash is received) 

Click PLACE ORDER and you are done 

      You will receive a receipt by e-mail   

https://grapevinegardenclub.org/membership/
http://www.grapevinegardenclub.org/membership
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Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar of club events.  

http://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar  

 

 

April Gardens on View 

When? Tuesday, April 23rd, right after the next GGC general meeting 

Who and Where? Ella Barber, Suzi Guckel & Robin Pond’s gardens in Grapevine 

These gardens are conveniently located in the same cul-de-sac. The addresses will be   

available at the general meeting. (They are also listed in the yearbook!)  

Here is a short description of what you will be able to see at each home, written by each 

gardener:   

Ella’s Garden: We moved to our half acre Grapevine home in 1994. Our backyard looked like the 

wooded creek area behind the house, overgrown with briers and mustang grapes. We cleaned 

it up and planted grass for our children to enjoy. Once they outgrew the backyard, we       

decided to return it to nature. We have never really had a plan; we just try out different 

plants. So now we have a specimen garden, or some might say total chaos. We try to plant 

things that invite the wildlife and pollinators to visit our yard. Scattered throughout the yard 

are whimsical art items that we made or have collected. Our garden is a Certified Backyard 

Wildlife Habitat, Monarch Waystation and Lights Out for Wildlife. 

 

Suzi’s Garden: If you want to see a garden that is always “a work in progress,” come see mine. I 

have been trimming, pruning, transplanting and planting all over my yard, using perennials, 

flowering shrubs and annuals.  I sure hope I can have lots of color all summer long. Come see 

how I’m doing! 

 

Robin’s Garden: There’s not a plant or flower I don’t like so I grow a little bit of everything! Iris, 

daylilies, annuals and especially lots of plants in pots! I have an herb garden and I am trying 

some tomatoes this year- hope the spider mites don’t find out! I am challenged by moles – 

have tried everything—this year its fox urine!, squirrels – using cinnamon and cayenne     

pepper in my pots to repel them this year - and heavy clay soil. Everyone will be asked to 

take a bag home! And my lawn has been a challenge for two years now…. So don’t expect any 

grass! My pergola is new since the last tour and I am enjoying figuring out what to plant 

where beneath it, as it offers shade as well as scorching western sun in spots. I also love   

orchids and grow those indoors on a windowsill. This year all of them bloomed, so I’ll set 

them out for you to enjoy. Looking forward to your visit! 

This is a wonderful way to get to know people and discover new ideas for suburban gardening.    

You are in for a treat!   

~ Organized and article submitted by Tina Bruns 
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 Garden Bazaar 

Our 2023 plant sale Garden Bazaar was a huge success. It was so         

successful, in fact, that we are doing it again at this year’s April 13th 

plant sale. Chair Catriona Noble is asking our members to make a         

donation of new or used gardening items to be resold. All items must be 

working and clean. Bring them to the plant sale location near the     

Grapevine Botanical Garden parking area through the start of the plant 

sale on April 13th. Workers will be on site to accept your much appreciated contribution, but you may 

also leave donations near the plant sale gate. If you would like further information or have questions, 

please contact Catriona Noble or Carole Lee.  

Scholarship News 
The GGC Scholarship Committee is proud to announce the        

following Scholarship winners for 2024-25 school year. Each      

recipient will receive a $4,000.00 scholarship.   

 

Blayne Bradford is a senior at Grapevine High School and son of Tommy and Teri       

Bradford of Colleyville. He plans to attend Texas Tech and major in Plant Science. 

Mason Marsh is a senior at Colleyville Heritage High School and son of Eric and Betsy 

Marsh of Grapevine. Mason has been accepted at 4 universities and will major in            

Environmental Science or Conservation Biology, depending on which school he selects.  

Thomas Pulley is a 2nd Year scholarship winner. He graduated from Grapevine Faith 

last year. Thomas’ parents are Tom and Stephanie Pulley of Colleyville. Thomas is         

currently attending Mississippi State University with a major in Landscape Architecture. 

Congratulations to these students! 

The 2024 GGC  Scholarship Committee:    

Karen Stephenson   Co-chair           Kathryn Armstrong   Co-chair 

Suzie Agnew                                   Dinah Chancellor 

Terry Curcio                                   Liz Lovett 

Barb Nunn                                      Jacqueline Weilmuenster 

 

Thanks to the committee for their participation and dedication to selecting the most qualified candidates. 

~ Submitted by Karen Stephenson 
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Welcome to our  

newest member:  

Jenny Zeller 

 

Lights Out Texas – Spring Migration 

Lights Out Texas was initiated as a statewide effort in Spring 2020 to protect 

birds from light pollution, especially during spring and fall migration. The 

cities of Dallas and Fort Worth have both embraced the program. You can do 

your part at home by turning off or dimming your lights.  

All Texans are encouraged to turn off nonessential lights at night from 11 p.m. until   

6 a.m. during the spring migration, March 1st through June 15th. 

Lights Out Program 

National Garden Week Open Gardens Day 

Grapevine Garden Club is holding an Open Gardens Day on                       

Wednesday, June 5th, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

This is a great way to share our garden knowledge, share gardening ideas and 

socialize with fellow gardeners—all while enjoying the beautiful gardens fellow 

club members have created.  

Are you interested in opening your garden to the club?  

If so, please contact Suzie Agnew. You may also sign up at the April meeting. 

Keep Grapevine Beautiful  

Wildlife Film Screening 

Saturday, April 13th, from 3:30 to 5 p.m.  

Have you ever wanted to know more about Texas parks and native wildlife? H-E-B has created five 

short, entertaining videos (each less than 20 minutes) that celebrate Texas’ beautiful State Parks and 

resilient wildlife from every corner of the state. Come to our free viewing at the Grapevine Library and 

learn about ocelots, bats, redfish and black bears! A Master Naturalist will be present to answer any 

questions.  

Don’t Mess with Texas Trash-Off 

Saturday, April 20th, from 8 to 10 a.m. 

This statewide event brings volunteers together for litter cleanup efforts, park rehabilitation projects, 

and other tasks. Bring your family and friends and afterwards, celebrate at our Earth Day event held at 

the Botanical Gardens.  

Earth Day Celebration 

Saturday, April 20th, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

To mark Earth Day, come join us locally in this global effort to improve our world. This fun-for-all   

occasion is held at the beautiful Botanical Gardens. Activities include hands-on crafts like creating a 

bee hotel, making a seed ball and more. We will have music, food, and give aways. You could even win 

a compost bin after learning from an expert!  

https://www.audubon.org/our-work/cities-and-towns/lights-out
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/wildlife-film-screening/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/trashoff/
https://keepgrapevinebeautiful.org/event/earthday/


 

April 2024 8 www.grapevinegardenclub.org 

 FLOWERCADE 2024 
 

GGC had an excellent showing at this year’s Flowercade.   
We had 14 entries in design, many more entries than usual: 
DESIGN 

Donna Young Two Firsts, Two Seconds, Two Third and Two Honorable Mentions 

Kathe Randall One Third and One Honorable Mention 

Rachel Clark Second 

Marty Swindell One Honorable Mention 

Ginger Jones & Ella Barber One Second 

Sue Eichelberger One Honorable Mention 

 

We had fourteen PHOTO entries and GGC member Donna Young 

won first in all three  categories.  The other members who                 

participated were: 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Ella Barber One Second and Two Honorable Mentions 

Greg Braak One Second and One Honorable Mention  

Pam Braak Two Thirds and One Honorable Mention 

Kate Dohrer One Third 

Amanda Vasques Honorable Mention 

 

GGC members entered 72 specimens in the Horticulture                      

Division competition.  Of the eight special awards, we won 

three: 
HORTICULTURE 

Chuck Voelker Award of Merit for Swiss Chard 

Barbara Williams Award of Merit for Peggy Martin rose 

Nancy Lewis Chairman’s Prize 

 
We had two educational exhibits that won awards: 
EXHIBITS 

Dinah Chancellor Award of Merit for Monarch exhibit 

Jacqueline Weilmuenster Appreciation Award for Compost Exhibit 

 

Congratulations to these winners and thanks for 
representing our club with such distinction. 

Sue Eichelberger –       
note cards 

Donna Young - tray 

Ginger Jones & 
Ella Barber – 
Buffet Table  

Donna Young - 
Yellow Rose of 
Texas design 

~ Submitted by  

Pam Braak 

Donna Young – 
Cowboy Boot 



 

April 2024 9 www.grapevinegardenclub.org 

 

Donna Young – Setting for One 

Donna Young –            
Table for Two 

Donna Young –          
Buffet Table 

Kathe  
Randall -
Table for 
Two  

FLOWERCADE 2024 

Award  of Merit 
Chuck  Voelker        

Award  of Merit 
Barbara Williams 

Rachel Clark – Red River 
Shootout Design 

Chairman’s 
Award - 
Nancy         
Lewis 

Donna Young –        
Note Cards 

Kathe Randall – Cowboy Hat 

Marty      
Swindell – 
Creative   
Kansas City 
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 Ways & Means 

     We have had a great year - Our sales have been very good, which benefits the garden 
club programs! We appreciate everyone’s input in suggesting items for us to buy and  
showcase on our tables. Some of our new items, like the gauntlet gloves, trugs and       
notecards came directly from your suggestions. 

     Gardeners Corner will again be at the April 13th Plant Sale. We look forward to you 
coming by to say hi. 

     Our April 23rd general meeting will be the final chance to make purchases until our   
September meeting, as the Gardener’s Corner closes for the summer. 

     Please keep in mind our annual Craft Fair will happen at our October meeting, so if you 
would like to join in, maybe you can use some of your summer time to be making your 
crafts. The cost for a table is just $15. 

~ Alexandra Evans, Ways & Means 

Docent Walks and Talks for April and May 

Docent Walk Garden Photography from Envisioning to Shooting   

Friday, April 19th from 10 to 11 a.m. 

Grapevine Botanical Garden. Meet at the front entrance. 

Reminder - April 19th will provide an opportunity to walk through the Grapevine Botanical 

Garden with Bruce Rosenstiel for “Garden Photography from Envisioning to Shooting.” In 

this session, Bruce will disseminate tips for Garden Photography as it relates to hardscape, 

plants, blooms, gardens or wildlife.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Docent Talk – How to Make a Small Self-Contained Water Garden  

Thursday, May 9th from 2 to 3 p.m. at the Bessie Mitchell House 

Have you ever thought about having a small water garden for your yard or landscape? 

Come hear Donna Young talk about how to create a water garden. She will discuss features 

of a water garden and cover the basics on “how to” construct, operate and enjoy the sight 

and sound of these unique garden elements. 

Please sign-up for this Docent Talk at the GGC April General Meeting or contact Karen 

Rice – Docent Coordinator 
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 District II Spring Convention 
May 8, 2024 

 

District II Spring Convention will be held at the Bessie Mitchell House in the Grapevine       
Botanical Gardens, located at 411 Ball Street, Grapevine, Texas. There will be a great speaker 
that you will not want to miss, “The Beauty of Bulbs.”   There will be docents available           
following the meeting should you want a guided tour of the Botanical Gardens. 

9:30 - Welcome and Introductions 

10:00 - “The Beauty of Bulbs” - Speaker Karen Rice (GGC member) 

11:30 - Break and Lunch  

12:30 - District II Meeting 

1:30 - Docent Tour of the Grapevine Botanical Gardens  

2:00 - Dismissal  

(All times are approximate) 

Please register by returning the attached form with your box lunch choice. If paying by check, make the 
check payable to Grapevine Garden Club for $20.00. Please mail the check and form to Grapevine   
Garden Club, P.O. Box 811, Grapevine, Texas 76099.  

You can also pay with Square, Venmo or Zelle.  If paying by one of these apps, please email the 
attached form to barber1213@msn.com.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

District II Convention – Registration Form 

Name:   

Club(s):  

Email:                                                                             Phone: 

You will be notified when your registration is received. 

First Time attending a District II Convention:  YES / NO 

Sandwich selections: (Please select one) 

Classic Chicken Salad on 9 Grain  
Ham and Swiss on Rye  
Tomato Mozzarella on Sourdough  
Turkey Havarti on 9 Grain  

All sandwich box lunches include Mixed Berries, Penne Mozzarella Salad and a Freshly Baked Chocolate Chunk 
Cookie and Iced Tea or Water. 

 

Deadline to register is April 23rd. No refunds will be processed after April 23rd.  

mailto:barber1213@msn.com
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