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Through The Grapevine 
November 2023 

Taking the mystery                 

out of growing orchids 

Dr. Dotty Woodson (The Orchid Whisperer) is       

President of the Fort Worth Orchid Society. Her      

program will address growing, rescuing and              

recuperating orchids. 

Bring your questions. If her presentation doesn’t       
answer them, be ready to step up to the mike! You  
may also forward your questions to Jacqueline 
Weilmuenster or Barbara Nunn before the meeting. 
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 President’s Message  
This is the time of year when we pause to give thanks. When I was teaching special      

education in Waco, my father popped in for a visit on his way back to Topeka. I asked 

him to draw me a picture of a turkey. We found some brown wrapping paper and some 

watercolor markers. The turkey was finished except for its spreading tail feathers. Each of 

the children in my class thought of something they were thankful for, wrote it on a feather 

for the turkey’s tail and put it on the bulletin board. They were thankful for a new pair of 

shoes, their dog, their house parents at the Methodist Home, a new Big Chief tablet. (This 

was back when tablets were made of paper!) I used that turkey every year I taught, 

brought it home and used it at home. It is a work of art. 

The feathers in my personal turkey’s spreading tail do not include things. They include 
fifty-five years of marriage to the love of my life, my oldest son’s recovery from heart  
bypass surgery, my youngest grandson catching a touchdown pass, the new                 
great-grandson we are expecting next month, a recent trip to the American West with a 

long-time friend, the Grapevine Garden Club. Each of you has earned a special place in 
my heart and on my turkey feathers! Thank you. 

Dinah Chancellor 

 

 

 

 

 
  

My turkey waiting for tail feathers 
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GGC Scholarship Update 

The GGC Scholarship committee is pleased to announce that we will be able to award 

scholarships to eligible applicants in the amount of $3,000.00 - $4,000.00 in Spring 

2024.  These generous amounts are a result of the success of the GGC Spring Plant 

Sale. Communications have gone to the GCISD high schools as well as Grapevine 

Faith. 

A HUGE thank you to all the volunteers who provide their time and talent to the 

Spring Plant Sale as well as many thanks to the Scholarship Committee. 

New members please take note: Scholarships may be awarded to any of the following 

individuals enrolled in college with a declared major in horticulture-related subjects:  

• A graduating senior residing in the city limits of Grapevine or enrolled in the  

Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.  

• A graduating senior who is the child or grandchild of any Grapevine Garden Club 

member.  

• A scholarship recipient from the previous year.  

• A college student with a permanent residence in Grapevine or within the         

Grapevine/Colleyville Independent School District.  

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Karen Stephenson, Co-Chair, Scholarship Committee (page A-73 of the yearbook) 

Gardeners On The Go: December Trip 

It’s All About Christmas 

When: Thursday, December 7th 

Where: Decorator’s Warehouse, located in Arlington  

Cost: No charge for admission 

Time:   Meet at Grapevine Botanical Gardens at 9:30 a.m. 

Join us on Thursday December 7th, for a visit to this famous emporium for Christmas and holiday 
décor. Over 60,000 square feet of holiday fun and happiness to shop from. Here you'll find all of 
the elements needed to decorate your home for the holidays.  

After our fun browsing/shopping event we will move on to another holiday treat for lunch.         
Tex-Mex restaurant Campo Verde is also known for their fun holiday décor! 

Sign-ups will be available at the October General Meeting. 

~ Submitted by Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, Co-chairs Gardeners on the Go 
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Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar of club events.  

http://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar  

This year's Craft Fair had nine vendors showing their 
lovely wares. Both the dealers and the customers had a 
good time and sales were strong. We look forward to  
having everyone back next October. 

~ Submitted by Alexandra Evans, Ways and Means 

Gardener’s Corner Stocking Stuffers 

This holiday season, the Gardener’s Corner has a lot of 

wonderful items that you can buy that would make 

great stocking stuffers. From the folks at Simply        

Lavender in Gainesville: lavender soap, hand and body 

lotion, all-purpose salve, lavender sachet and soothing 

bath salts. We also offer a large assortment of           

notecards. We have a lot to choose from, but the November meeting is your last     

opportunity to visit our Gardener’s Corner table. 

  ~ Submitted by Alexandra Evans, Ways and Means 

Veterans Day Parade 

Thanks to the 16+ GGC members, two dogs and 
friends that participated in the Veterans Day   
Parade in Grapevine on Saturday, November 
11th.  We had a great time decorating Robin’s 
pickup and walking in the parade.  We handed 
out around 250 various seed packets as we 
walked the route. This was the largest number   
of members in a few years and it was greatly   
appreciated.  We have several GGC family     

members that have been in the military and the parade was to honor their                         
contribution.  Next year we will have new decorations, so the challenge will be to see if we 
can continue to show the decorating talent of the GGC.  ~ Submitted by Chuck Voelker 
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Spring Plant Sale 

Drum roll, please…… 

...announcing the theme for the 2024 Spring Plant Sale... 

 

We know the really HOT summer did a number on many of our         

gardens so we are hoping that the ‘survivors’ of the heat blast can be  

dug and propagated to be sold at the sale.  

 

Here are some additional updates: 

Mark your calendars for April 13, 2024, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Dirt and pots will be available AFTER November 15th.                                

Contact Karen and Judy if you need assistance. 

If you are interested in hosting a DIG at your home in February or March 

(until March 13th), contact us. 

If you are interested in being on the dig team, please contact us. 

If you are interested in being the TEAM Lead for the Garden Bazaar,     

please contact us ASAP. 

We will have sign up sheets for all volunteer teams starting in January 2024. 

 

Any questions please contact your Plant Sale Co-Chairs: 

Judy Sutherland (page A-75 of yearbook)  

Karen Stephenson (page A-73 of yearbook) 
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 Tax Free Purchases for GGC Needs 

The Grapevine Garden Club is a 501(c)3 charity and is able to make purchases without paying sales tax 

for our club needs. A list of the businesses where this has been established and how to use this       

function is on the GGC website in the Members Only Section. This list and a Sales Tax Exemption Form 

that should be used if you are making a purchase on behalf of the club in a business that is not on the 

list, are both on the landing page when you enter the Members Only Section. The Sales Tax Exemption 

Form is prepopulated with the tax numbers that the businesses need. 

When making a tax free purchase, please advise the cashier before 

they start entering your items for purchase. Many businesses require 

them to make entries at the beginning of the transaction, so if you wait 

to the end, they may need to void the transaction and start over. 

In addition to this list, if you need to make an Amazon purchase, 

please contact Pam Braak who is able to make it as a tax free purchase. 

Gloria Land has also established an online account with Walmart.com and is able to make purchases tax 

free with them. 

We also have accounts established at several wholesale nurseries where we make purchases for our 

plant sale and other events. 

Please refer to this area before making any purchases on behalf of the club so that we do not pay the 

sales tax. We are able to save significant money by not paying sales taxes on our purchases. 

If you have any questions about this process, please contact Treasurer Linda Robbins. 

Save the Date for Docent Talks – February 8, 2024  

How to Grow and Propagate African Violets 

Part of the Grapevine Botanic Gardens Docent Program will be 

“Docent Talks” - talks on topics of interest to gardeners and nature 

lovers. On February 8, 2024, join us at 10 a.m. in the Bessie Mitchell 

house to hear about How to Grow and Propagate African Violets. 

See the January newsletter for more details and sign-up for this   

session at the January meeting.   

There are still 2023-2024 yearbooks            

available for distribution 

If you know someone who cannot attend a meeting and 

you can get the yearbook to them, please stop by the 

Yearbook table at the November 28th meeting.        

Thank you! 

Karen Stephenson, GGC Yearbook Chair 

Welcome  

to our new members:   

Kyoko Fitzgerald 

 Cyndi Larson  

Elexis Rice  
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 West Texas Street Workday on October 19th 

It was a beautiful day for sprucing up West Texas Street! We fought the vines and the 

weeds, pruned back overgrown shrubs and perennials and planted some beautiful 

pansies. It was truly appreciated by the residents - check out the thank you card - 

what a great feeling!  

Thanks to all that helped out on the 19th – Debbie Boyle, Ginger Jones, Greg Braak, 

Judy Sutherland, Julie Paine, Karen Stephenson, Laurie Evans, Jeff and Donna Young, 

Linda Krimm, Steve Felton, Tina and Rick Burns and Susan Stanek. A special thanks 

also goes out to Joe Krimm, Bruce Herndon and Susan Stanek who came on the 23rd 

to help plant five shrubs that replaced ones that perished due to the extreme winter 

and summer of 2023.  

    ~ Submitted by Irene Binyon and Robin Pond, Committee Co-Chairs                                     

~ Laura Evans, Bruce Herndon, Joe Krimm and Susan Stanek, Leads 

 

We look        

forward to   

seeing everyone 

on February 20, 

2024, when we 

will do some 

winter cleanup 

of the flower 

beds! 
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The Native Texas Tree Project 

On November 3rd, 17 volunteers ventured out to read to 3rd graders about the importance 

of trees. The book, The Boy Who Grew A Forest, is not only a true story but an inspiration 

to all of us! The students and teachers were welcoming and we all learned as we read.      

Students wanted to know how Jadev Payeng (the subject of the book) fed the plants, if he is 

still alive and how he planted a forest over the years. Discussions also bridged over to      

butterfly habitats, native trees, what trees do for life on earth and—Did a tiger bite his arm 

off? (No, nothing bit his arm!) 

We all totally enjoyed the time we spent in the classrooms and were in awe of how much  

students already knew about plants and tree life.  

Thank yous must go out to the Grapevine Parks and Recreations for providing the books and 

Cindy Harris of this department for being so kind to work with. Thank you also to the       

following reading volunteers: Margaret Telford, Susan Holley, Tina Bruns, Joley Unruh, Barb 

Keeney, Hilda Chanter, Christine Proctor, Donna Marshall, Louise Young, Eloisa Beller, Gail 

Gallagher, Mary Lou Brieger, Karen Stephenson, Chuck Voelker, Jamie Moser, Dinah        

Chancellor, Judy McDoniel and Emily McDoniel. And we already have 11 volunteers for next 

year and will need more. Contact Judy McDoniel (page A-47 of yearbook) or Emily McDoniel 

(page A-47 of yearbook) if you would like to volunteer to help next year!  

17 Readers + 31 Books @ 11 campuses = A Native Tree Success! 

~ Submitted by Judy McDoniel and Emily McDoniel, Native Texas Tree Project Chairs 

To learn more about Jadev Payeng, 

check out this short documentary 

on an extraordinary man! 
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Butterfly Flutterby 2023 was a Huge Success 

The weather was great and the spirits were high. 

This year over 3,000 people enjoyed a day in The Grapevine Botanical Garden. There were 74 

Grapevine Garden Club Volunteers working over 653 hours. These fabulous volunteers aided 

in creating 1,200 arts and crafts projects and handed out 1,250 pieces of watermelons for 

the 500+ butterflies. The art committee hung the 356 pieces of art that was collected from 

the 11 GCISD elementary schools and 39 prizes were awarded by the judges. The Gardener’s 

Corner sold over $2,500 of wings, wands and things.  

A giant Thank You goes out to all the volunteers and especially to the coordinators: 

Susan Holley-Art Contest 

Patty Autry- Ambassadors 

Ginger Jones and Ella Barber- Arts & Crafts 

Gloria Land -Gardener’s Corner 

Science Area-Dinah Chancellor 

You all made this a great event. Thank you. 

~ Margaret Meharg, Chairperson of Butterfly Flutterby 
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Tour Of Paris Flower Show 

After a guided stroll through Barbara Baker’s lovely English style garden, twelve GGC 

members enjoyed a morning of viewing the Avant Gardeners’ “Tour of Paris Flower 

Show” staged throughout her home. Afterwards we enjoyed a convivial meal at The 

Lunch Box. Two GGC members, Marty Swindell and Rachel Clark, are also members of 

Avant Gardeners and are not only exceptional floral designers but Accredited Flower 

Show Judges. You may benefit from their knowledge if you decide to enter a design 

or horticultural specimens when our members participate in Flowercade next spring. 

~ Submitted by Joetta King 
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Fort Worth Audubon Society (FWAS)                   

2nd Fall Bird Walk  

Location: Parr Park in Grapevine  

When: 8:30 a.m. Sunday, November 26th, 2023 

Join GGC member Karen Rice and other FWAS       

members on a bird walk at Parr Park on Sunday,       

November 26th, 2023 at 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. We will 

meet in the parking lot by the Rotary Pavilion. For    

further information  contact Karen Rice. (Page A-66    

of the yearbook.) 

Wall-Farrar  

Adopt-An-Area 

Trail Tidy-up                      
Monday, November 27th 

9 a.m. 

Take time to walk and talk 
about that turkey dinner      
November 27th on the trail 
with the GGC Trail Tidy-up 
walk. This is our bi-monthly 
community Adopt-An-Area 
service project. Our GGC group 
will canvass for litter on the 
Wall-Farrar Nature Trail. The 
construction near the trail  
continues but we walk anyway. 
Location is the Wall-Farrar   
Nature Trail Grapevine.     
Parking is allowed courtesy of 
Church at the Cross at 3000 
William D Tate Ave, Grapevine, 
TX 76051. ~ Karen Rice and   
Robin Pond, Coordinators 

We will be collecting donations for GRACE at the Holiday Luncheon. If you would like to contribute 
to GRACE at the luncheon, please bring cash or a check made out to GRACE.   

Do not make the checks out to the Grapevine Garden Club!   
We will not be accepting credit card payments at the luncheon.  

Photograph from the November 9th 

Gardeners On The Go trip to       

Fossil Creek Tree Farm                   

in Fort Worth 
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The Ancient Cross Timbers Forest 

Article by Diane Wetherbee, Citizen Forester Liaison 
 
     Cross Timbers Road. Cross Timbers Development District. Cross Timbers Gazette. 
It seems everywhere you turn in North Texas, you see the words “Cross Timbers.” 
Newcomers to the area may wonder what the Cross Timbers is and why it’s so       
important that it is immortalized in names all over the area. 
     The Cross Timbers Forest is the last of the forests early European settlers         
encountered as they traveled from the east to the west. Look at any two maps and 
none will agree on the exact location of the Cross Timbers. The forest isn’t a single 
continuous band of trees, but instead is a mosaic of forests with prairie glades 
throughout. It runs generally north and south, stretching from southeast Kansas, 
through central and eastern Oklahoma, then through north central Texas all the way 
to the Waco area.                                                                                                                  
                  Post oaks and blackjack oaks are the predominant species, along with hickory, 
elm and hackberry trees. The understory is a tangled mess of vines, briars and dense 
shrubs, nothing like the neat pine forests of East Texas. 
     Plant ecologist Suzanne Tuttle, retired manager of Fort Worth Nature Center,    
explains that the Cross Timbers Forest is two separate bands of that ancient forest 
mosaic, each growing on distinctively different soil types. The Eastern Cross        
Timbers, which runs through much of western Denton County, including Flower 
Mound and Lantana, is a narrow band no more than 15 miles wide, with coarse, 
sandy soils over sandstone. The Western Cross Timbers, a much wider band located 
generally just west of Fort Worth and stretching almost to Abilene, has shallower 
sandy soils with a limestone base. 
     The Grand Prairie separates the 
two  major forest sections, although 
there are many large stretches of  
prairie that run throughout the Cross 
Timbers. Long Prairie, which gives FM 
2499 its street name, is one example 
of a very large prairie within the   
Eastern Cross Timbers. The Flower 
Mound, the 12.5-acre prairie remnant 
that gives the town its name, is the 
sole remaining tiny piece of Long    
Prairie. 
     If you’ve ever hiked off trail in the     

forests of North Texas, you’re well           

acquainted with the challenges the 

Cross Timbers must have presented to travelers during our country’s westward     

expansion: low-growing forests full of trees with gnarled limbs. blankets of thorny 

vines and thick underbrush.  

…continued on page 12... 
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 ...continued from page 11... 
     Famous writer Washington Irving, author of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip 
Van Winkle, joined an expedition in 1832 to the Indian Territory (present-day        
Oklahoma). After weeks of hacking their way through the Cross Timbers Forest,    
Irving wrote, “I shall not easily forget the mortal toil, and the vexations of flesh and 
spirit, that we underwent occasionally, in our wanderings through the Cross Timber. 
It was like struggling through forests of cast iron.” And that’s how the Cross Timbers 
got its nickname, the Cast Iron Forest. 
     You must be tough to make your way through the Cross Timbers. The forest     
effectively cut off westward travel between the prairies to the east and the Great 
Plains of the wild western frontier. For those European settlers who were hardy 
enough to settle here, it helped protect them from raids of the Plains tribes living to 
the west, like the Comanches. That’s one reason you don’t hear many stories about 
Indian settlements or raids in Denton County. Native American tribes in this area 
were often nomadic, and they had to be tough to make their way through the Cross 
Timbers, as well. 
     Tuttle, the plant ecologist, warns that the relatively small size of the Eastern 
Cross Timbers makes it highly endangered, since so much of it is already developed. 
“The Eastern Cross Timbers is probably the most endangered ecosystem in Texas. It 
is small in acreage and is in the crosshairs of one of the most rapidly developing   
areas of the United States,” Tuttle said. Post oaks grow very slowly, and they often 
don’t look as old as they are. In untouched areas, the Cross Timbers has post oaks 
that are 200-400 years old, predating the birth of the U.S. Yet a 200-year-old post oak 
may only be 30 feet in height and not very large in circumference, and because of 
that, we often don’t recognize their significance. 
     These tough forest guardians have withstood our region’s ice storms, hail, strong 
winds, frequent droughts and temperatures that range from lows near zero in winter 
to over 100 in summer. But by far their fiercest adversary is human expansion into 
the desirable North Texas area. They are sensitive to root disturbance, so building 
too close to the tree or running construction equipment over the root zone can cause 
a tree to die. Post oaks are rarely found in the nursery trade because they take so 
long to grow and are difficult to transplant successfully. Your best bet is to start 
with an acorn planted where you ultimately want the oak. 
     If you’d like to read more about the Cross Timbers Forest and its important role 
in forming our history and our current landscape, pick up a copy of Richard V.   
Francaviglia’s book, The Cast Iron Forest: A Natural and Cultural History of the North 
American Cross Timbers. It’s a fascinating story of the important part this strange, 
tough forest and prairie mosaic played in the settlement of North Texas, its         
continuing struggles for survival, and its sometimes dreary outlook for survival in 
the future. As Francaviglia puts it, “…despite incredible changes, the cast iron forest 
stubbornly refuses to disappear. Despite the passage of several centuries, the Cross 
Timbers still resonate with history and generate a sense of wonder.” 
 
Appeared in The Cross Timbers Gazette on October 20, 2022, and Cross Timbers Urban Forestry   

Council’s newsletter on October 13, 2023.  

Submitted by Karen Rice 

Printed here with permission 
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Grapevine Garden Club 
Old Fashioned Holiday Luncheon 

 

Tuesday, December 12th 
Social 10:30 a.m.     ~     Lunch 11 a.m. 

 

Registration closes December 1st or when space is filled. 
Please contact Cecilia Mitchell for reservations                       

and Linda Robbins to pay by check, cash or credit card.   

 
Lunch will be catered by Bartley’s BBQ                                                                      

and includes beverage and dessert. 
Cost: $25 

Location: Lancaster Theater in Downtown Grapevine 
We will have entertainment including a holiday carol sing along. 

 
We will be collecting donations for GRACE at the Holiday Luncheon.  

GRACE stands for Grapevine Relief and Community Exchange.   
If you would like to contribute to GRACE at the luncheon,  

please bring cash or a check made out to GRACE.   
Do not make the checks out to the Grapevine Garden Club!   

We will not be accepting credit card payments at the luncheon.  
 


