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Garden Harmony 101 

Steven Chamblee 

     All too often, the garden master becomes a slave 

to the demands of her or his own creation. By 

properly honoring time, space, place, form and  

function, gardens can be developed that evolve   

naturally with our lives. We will learn how to           

re-establish priorities, alter traditional views of     

garden composition, utilize alternative resources 

and, ultimately, physically create the vision that was 

once just a dream.  

     Mr. Chamblee is the Executive Director at 

Longview Arboretum and Nature Center. 
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 President’s Message  
          Welcome to another Grapevine Garden Club gardening year! All I can say is that 

gardening in Texas is not for the faint of heart. We have floods, droughts, freezing       
temperatures and triple digit heat waves—especially this summer. I found an old T-Shirt 
in the back of my closet that says, “I survived the 1980 Heat Wave!” I wonder if anyone 
is planning to create one to commemorate this summer? Tina Bruns, our Recording        

Secretary, has come up with a great idea. We need to know what has not only survived but 
maybe even thrived in this brutal heat. Please share! We will have sticky notes at our 
meetings for you to write their names. If you would like to send pictures to me, please do 
so! (jpg works best.) I will add them to my PowerPoint for our general meeting on    
Tuesday, September 26th.  

Dinah Chancellor 

 
Turk’s Cap in the Chancellor Garden 
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 The Grapevine Botanical Gardens                                

GGC Docent Program Starts Again This Fall! 

 
     The GGC docent program objective is to provide introduction or pre-configured tours to community 
groups or other visitors to the garden. 
 
     Tours will be offered on a defined schedule via the Grapevine Parks and Rec department. 
 
     Tour outlines and scripts will be available for our docents via the GGC website. 
Beginning tour topics that are available now are Meet and Greet, with a brief garden history and       
introduction to the garden layout, and How Does Your Garden Flow, which is a walk thru of the     
garden discussing basic garden design concepts. 
 
     Future tour topics will include:  
           Propagation Demonstration involving Master Gardeners 
          Tree Talk involving Citizen Foresters 
          Scout / Homeschool Talk  
          Photo-Art – A look at the garden through a photographer’s viewpoint 
     Other tour topics will be added as the program develops.  
 
     Grapevine Botanical Gardens Program Plant Database 
     A garden map and plant database is being established. Another component of the docent program 
will be assisting with upkeep of the online plant database.  
     There will be signs posted in the garden with a QR code leading to a map with plant ID               
information. 
 
     Volunteer to be part of this new program for GGC garden docents. Sign-up at the GGC September 
meeting and indicate which topic group(s) suits your interests. Program orientation will be in October.  
 

Be a part of our new docent program –  
You’ll have fun + learn about our garden  

and the many plants that beautify this Grapevine gem! 
 

~ Submitted by Karen Rice 

The Native Texas Tree Project 

Newsflash! The Grapevine Garden Club, in conjunction with the city of                                        

Grapevine, will be jumping back in to the third grade classes to present The                                   

Native Texas Tree Project! Yes, of course, it is not a new program, but it is new                               

to the third graders and the book is different! If you want to help youngsters                                   

understand what the big deal is about trees AND you are willing to read to the                               

students AND have a lesson plan designed for you to use, then please sign up at the September 

meeting. This year’s book is The Boy Who Grew A Forest: The True Story of Jadav Payeng. We 

will have information to give you that explains the book, background checks and more when you 

sign up. Thank you. 

~ Submitted by Judy McDoniel and Emily McDoniel, Native Texas Tree Project Chairs 
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Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar of club events.  

http://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar  

     Do you have an old tablet or iPad that you no longer use? If so, your 

friends at the Grapevine Garden Club can put it to good use. The club can use 

old tablets and iPads when we are ringing up sales at the plant sale and    

meetings. Phone screens are much smaller and more difficult to read,           

especially outside in the sun at the plant sale.   

     Ipads need to be IOS 14 or higher and Android tablets need to be 7 or    

higher in order to have Square work on them. They must be capable of      

connecting to the internet. 

     If you want to donate your tablet or iPad, clear off your personal data or 

reset it to factory settings which will clear your data. Then contact our    

Treasurer, Linda Robbins, who will be happy to accept the donation.   

     Many thanks to Kathy Stone who shared this idea and donated the first iPad. 

~ Submitted by Linda Robbins 

Stepping Stone Workshop 

Monday, October 2nd, or Monday, October 9th, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

This workshop will be held at a private residence in Colleyville. 

Cost:  $20.00 ~ Limit 12 individuals each day. 

Sign-up at the September meeting or email either  

Harriet Perrillo or Cindy Miller and specify which date you will attend. 

 
The Grapevine Garden Club donated the 

following books to the Grapevine        

Library in memory of Marge Carpenter: 

The Creative Vegetable Gardener          

by Kelly Smith Trimble  

A Gardener’s Guide to Botany               

by Scott Zona  

Veg Out by Heather Rodino  
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Gardening for Birds 

Karen Rice will be                                                                       
presenting                                                                             
Gardening for                                                                     
Birds at the                                                                                
Fort Worth                                                                        
Audubon                                                                                  
Society                                                                              
(FWAS)                                                                            
meeting on                                                                         
Thursday,                                                                            
October 12th.                                                                        
The FWAS                                                                              
meetings are held                                                                     
at 7 p.m. in The                                                                                      
University of North Texas                                                     
Health and Science                                                             
Center, Research and                                                                
Education Building                                                           
Room 100                                                                               
3500 Camp Bowie                                                                   
Blvd., Fort Worth.                                                              
Visitors are welcome.                                                          
For more information contact                                               
Karen Rice 

Fort Worth                  

Audubon Society              

Fall Bird Walk  

Join GGC member Karen Rice and    

other FWAS members on a bird walk   

at Parr Park on                                 

Sunday, September 24th,               

from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m.                                

Meet in the parking lot by the           

Rotary Pavilion.                                   

For further information contact          

Karen Rice. 

Prepare your yard for visitors! 

One of the most wonderful journeys of the natural world is starting to happen this month. Monarch 

butterflies will be arriving soon in our neighborhoods and continue until late October. Roll out the 

welcome mat to your yard by providing sources of nectar.  

This generation of Monarchs flies up to 3000 miles to their over-wintering grounds in Mexico and 

need nectar to sustain them on their journey. Choose from flowering plants such as lantana, pentas,  
zinnias, Greg’s blue mist, coneflower and goldenrod. If nectar plants are not available in your                     
                                                                                        landscape, get some plants and put them in some 

                                                                                        decorative pots. The best plants are those that             
                                                                                         have flat open blooms which provide a good                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    landing space from which to nectar. This has                  

                                                                                        been a particularly tough year for plants along                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    the Monarch’s migration path. Install some                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    nectar plants now and you will be rewarded with 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     a stream of beautiful flying visitors! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ~ Submitted by Karen Rice 
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 Silver Circle Honoree: Joan Pierce 

Member since 1998 ~ 25 Years 

     Having left an imprint on Grapevine through their            

contribution in the development of Nash Farm with the         

donation of antique farm equipment and serving an active role 

in many Grapevine events, Joan and Art Pierce are now        

enjoying their home at Bridgeport Lake. Some members may 

remember that the Pierce home and the Veterans Memorial 

Park in Decatur were featured on a GGC tour in 2007. 

     Although Joan remained a GGC member after moving to 

Bridgeport, she turned the same enthusiasm into supporting the 

Bridgeport Garden Club by serving as president for two years and was instrumental in the           

development and landscape beautification of Veterans Memorial Park in Decatur and getting  

sponsors for installing the Blue Star Memorial Marker. (Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker is 

sponsored by NGC. GGC members dedicated a Blue Star Marker in 2006, which is located in the 

traffic median at the intersection of Ball Street and Wall Street.) 

     Joan wrote that she especially enjoyed serving as a GGC volunteer at Butterfly Flutterby. “One 

year as Barb Atkins and I were manning the club’s booth, a butterfly actually popped out of    

chrysalis and flew away!” Participating in the GCISD redbud tree program by talking to third grade 

classes every year was a particularly rewarding experience. Joan served on the executive          

committee as Photographer (1999), Publicity (2000-2001) and Grapevine Festivals (2002-2008.) She 

was involved in many other club activities, but the development of the Heritage Garden (1995-

2002) was of special interest and she wrote in Reflecting on 75 Years of Dedicated Gardeners in 2007: 

The Grapevine Garden Club has always been active in working with the Parks & Recreation 

Department (PARD) to enhance our City's beauty and contributed to projects that helped 

the public enjoy our great city. 

One of those popular projects was the "Pass-Along Garden" which later became known as 

the "Heritage Garden" because it was located at the Heritage Center on Main Street by the 

Grapevine train depot. For the City to qualify for a Texas Parks & Wildlife grant, community 

financial support was required and the Garden Club pledged $1,500 for purchasing plants. 

This money came from the profits of the club’s 1994 Spring Garden Walk. 

            This was a joint project with PARD to develop a demonstration "Texas Cottage Garden"         

             and composting program. Throughout the coming years, the Grapevine Garden Club             

             donated more money to purchase additional plants and added them to the garden. The          

              club also had many work days throughout the years with members volunteering to help           

                  weed, mulch, plant and do whatever was needed to maintain the garden.                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         ...Continued on Page 7 
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 The Heritage Garden was enjoyed by many, many visitors 

and was the site for the 1995 Texas State Arbor Day     

Ceremony.  

During the years 1996-2002, the Heritage Garden was part 

of a children's school tour. The Grapevine Heritage    

Foundation sponsored the group tour of third graders from 

the GCISD. Also on the school tour at this location was a 

farm equipment & tractor display, a blacksmith shop and a 

museum. Art Pierce conducted the demonstration and   

lecture about the farm equipment. Garden club members 

Edith Pewitt, Marion Brekken, Joyce Quam, Paul Ernst  

and Joan Pierce served as docents. Historical Society 

members Ted Willhoite & Sandra Tate helped out as guides. It was a very educational tour 

and the kids loved it! 

Joan wrote, “If I have any suggestions for new members, it would be to volunteer for any project in 

the club. They will make friends and feel they have accomplished so much! I have loved every    

activity in which I participated and learned a lot from the many informative program speakers.” 

~ Submitted by Joetta King, Historian 

Wall-Farrar Adopt-An-Area – Trail Tidy-up 

     Do you think it will ever cool down? Maybe we’ll be at a more reasonable temperature by     
Monday, September 25th, for the GGC Trail Tidy-up walk. This is our bi-monthly community 
Adopt-An-Area service project. Our GGC group will canvass for litter on the Wall-Farrar Nature 
Trail. The construction near the trail continues but we walk anyway. Location is the Wall-Farrar  
Nature Trail Grapevine, with a 9 a.m. start time. Parking is allowed courtesy of Church at the Cross 

at 3000 William D Tate Ave, Grapevine, 76051. ~ Karen Rice and Robin Pond, Coordinators  

West Texas Street Workday 

Thursday, October 19th, at 9 a.m. 

315 West Texas Street, Grapevine 

                                                                                                                                                        Hi everyone! It’s Irene and Robin here, your new West Texas Street                         

                                                                                                                                          Leads! And we are here to let you know it is Fall pansy planting time at                 

                                                                                                                                               West Texas Street! 

     Grab your tools, put on your grubbies and join us! We will be cleaning up flower beds, planting pansies 

and adding mulch where needed. And for those that work up an appetite or just want to socialize, we all 

meet up afterword at Jakes Burgers on Main Street in Grapevine. And they don’t mind if we are grubby!  

     If you have any questions, please contact Irene Binyon or Robin Pond (we are in the yearbook.) We look 

forward to seeing you!                                                   ~ Submitted by Irene Binyon and Robin Pond 
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Welcome to our      

new members: 

Trent Kelley 

Andy Stanek 

Ready for Gardeners On Trips and Tours travel?                        

October 4th-6th to San Angelo, Texas 

PLEASE NOTE: Deadline to sign up by is September 14th. $20 fee to secure your spot.  

     As we travel, the terrain changes to high plateau, cactus, mesquite trees, windfarms and solar energy 

array farms. Gardening is on a small scale based on specimen gardening - native plants, containers,     

landscape art or hardscape. With a stop in Abilene, we will have introductions to the early life on the    

Texas frontier. Heading on to San Angelo, we see how residents today create unique garden spots to   

enjoy in this Concho Valley region’s semi-arid climate.  

     We will also have a special opportunity to visit Jenny Singleton’s ranch property near Menard, Texas. 

Jenny wrangles Monarch butterflies to tag every year as they migrate south through this hill country   

property.   

Highlights of the Tour: 

Oct 4th Abilene: Frontier Texas, a Story-book sculpture garden and a historic home 

Oct 5th San Angelo: State Park nature talk and bird blind, International Water Lily Garden, Fort Concho 

or Museum of Fine Arts 

Oct 6th Menard / Jenny Singleton property: Stop along the way for a garden talk and Monarch wrangling 

     We will have several docent led tours, nursery visits and, of course, we will enjoy food and friendship 

with our fellow GGC members. If you are interested in this October 4th-6th Gardeners On Trips and 
Tour adventure, please contact your trip coordinator Karen Rice BEFORE SEPTEMBER 14th for    
details and cost information.  

~ Submitted by Karen Rice 

Gardener’s Corner Sale 

This month we are having a “flash sale” of discontinued stock and extra inventory items. We will set up a 

sale table across from the Gardener’s Corner Table in the lobby during our September meeting. Expect to 

find some tools, books, reference guides, cards, lavender hand sanitizer and more goodies, all at some great 

discounted prices.                                                 ~ Submitted by Alexandra Evans, Ways and Means 
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 Gardeners on the Go 

October trip: The Meiners’ Japanese Garden 

When:  Tuesday, October 17th 

Where: The Meiners’ garden (private residence), located in Grand Prairie  

Time:  Meet at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens at 9:30 a.m. 

Cost:  Tour is free  

Lunch:  Lunch following at The Shack on Joe Pool Lake -  at your expense 

Join us on Tuesday, October 17th, for a guided walking tour 
of these beautiful gardens and tearoom. The Meiners’ garden  
is a private garden, not open to the public, which we are     
privileged to be given access to visit. The design and planting 
was supervised by a Japanese gardener, who was flown in for 
the purpose. The art of Japanese gardens will be explained to 
our group.  

 

 

November trip: Fossil Creek Nursery and Tree Farm 

When: Thursday, November 9th 

Where: Fossil Creek Nursery and Tree Farm, located in Fort Worth  

Cost: $15 for program, tour and lunch 

Time: Meet at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens at 9:30 a.m. 

 Join us on Thursday, November 9th for a visit to     
   this local, family-owned nursery and tree farm. We 
   will be  given a tour of the nursery as well as  an           
   educational program on Winter Color. Following       
  our program, we will have lunch catered by Jason’s 
  Deli and have an opportunity to shop the extensive 
 selections of plants and home décor. A discount  
 will be  available the day of the visit for all                         
 purchases. 

~ Submitted by Kathryn Armstrong              

and Liz Lovett,                                                              

Co-chairs Gardeners on the Go 

 

Keep Grapevine Beautiful ECO-Talk: Tough Texas Plants 

Tired of buying expensive plants, just to have them die the minute it gets a little too cold or too hot? 

Come to our September ECO-Talk, where a Master Gardener will show you the tough plants that 

will surely make it through year after year. This free lecture takes place at the REC of Grapevine, 

1175 Municipal Way, on Wednesday, September 20th, from 7 to 8 p.m. Click here to register. 
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The Magic of the Monarch 

 

 

 

 

 Volunteers Needed for Butterfly Flutterby 

Saturday, October 21st  
 
     The Annual Butterfly Flutterby (BFFB) is a free, family-friendly event at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens. 

     The event will be Saturday, October 21st, from 10 am to 2:30 p.m., and includes a parade, arts and crafts, science 

booth, art contest and a butterfly plant exhibit. There will be several butterfly releases and the winners of the Grapevine     

Garden Club Kids Art Contest will be announced.   

     What a great way to volunteer at a great community event and make new friends. GGC members will be volunteering at all 

activities. Choose a time that works for you (9:30-12:00 or 12:00- 2:30). 

Art Contest, Arts and Crafts, Gardener’s Corner Sales Booth, Ambassadors, Science Area and  Volunteer Check-in. 

     There are positions that do not require standing and we can use everyone’s help! The Grapevine Convention and Visitors 

Bureau will be providing refreshments for the volunteers again this year.  

     There will be a sign-up table at the September meeting. If you would like to sign up before then, email or call to volunteer.  

~ Submitted by Margaret Meharg  

     We are taking final reservations for vendors at our annual member craft fair. It takes place at our 

general meeting on Tuesday, October 24th, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., before our main program and 

meeting starts. 

     The craft fair is always filled with remarkable creations made by our members. So, if you knit, 

sew, paint, work with metal or jewels, or even are a rug maker, and you would like to sell your 

works to other members, this is your chance to showcase your talents and earn some cash.  

To reserve a six foot table, the fee (a bargain at $15) can be collected before or at our September 

meeting. A check (made out to Grapevine Garden Club) can be mailed to Alexandra Evans’ home 

address. I look forward to hearing from you soon and seeing the wonderful results of your efforts in 

October! 

~ Submitted by Alexandra Evans, Ways and Means 
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                 New Member Coffee 

 

 

 Fall into Gardening 

 
If you joined the Grapevine Garden Club after September 2022,            

we would love to see you at our New Member Coffee! 

 

Date: Thursday, October 12th 

Where: Bessie Mitchell House, located at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens 

Time: 9:30 a.m. Social 

         10:00 Presentations about the garden club and activities 

 

Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to meet other new members, as well as      

several of our officers and committee chairs and learn about the many great           

involvement opportunities!  You will be receiving an invite via email.   

Please RSVP so we can be sure we have adequate seating, prizes  and food.   

We look forward to meeting with you! 

 

Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, New Member Coffee Co-Chairs 
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