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Get Ready For The Holidays

Sandra Flores owns Spruce Up Christmas,
which offers a range of festive packages to take
your Christmas décor to the next level. She
gives Christmas decorations a new twist with
customizable packages. You will come away
with fresh ideas and tips to use as we approach
the holiday decorating season.

Tuesday, October 24, 2023

Craft fair 9-10 a.m.

Social and refreshments: 9:30 a.m.
Program: 10:00 a.m.

Craft fair resumes 11:30 a.m. to 12 noon
Grapevine Convention Center

1209 S. Main Street
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President’s Message

Finally! There is a hint of autumn in the air. Days are getting shorter and migration
season is upon us. Lights Out, Texas is a state wide campaign to help migrating birds as
they cross over our state at night. This month, we are encouraged to dim our lights
between 6:00 and 11:00 p.m., as well as turning off all non-essential outside lights out
between 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. This important project helps migratory birds, as light
pollution can disrupt their navigational instincts, resulting in disorientation and collisions,
thus cutting short their heroic journey to areas where they will find food and water to
survive the winter months. This is also the month we celebrate the migratory journey of
the Monarch Butterfly. These delicate insects put off procreation to travel thousands of
miles to the mountain forests of southern Mexico. In March, the cycle begins again as this
generation begins their trek north, mate, lay eggs and die. It is miraculous that the fourth
generation of these beautiful butterflies migrate from the northern tier of our United
States to a location they have never been before. We will celebrate this annual migration
on October 21* at Butterfly Flutterby. This year the theme is “The Magic of the
Monarch.” How appropriate! Please volunteer. You will have a great time as we all
celebrate The Magic of the Monarch!

™ Dinah Chancellor
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The Grapevine Botanical Garden
GGC Docent Program starts again this fall!

Orientation and Planning meeting Friday, October 13® 9 - 10 a.m.
at the Bessie Mitchell House

The GGC docent program objective is to provide introduction or pre-configured tours to
community groups or other visitors to the garden.

Tours will be offered on a defined schedule via the Grapevine Parks and Rec department
(PARD)

Tour outlines and scripts will be available for our docents via the GGC website.

Beginning tour topics that are available now are Meet and Greet with a brief garden history
and introduction to the garden layout and How Does Your Garden Flow, which is a walk thru
of the garden discussing basic garden design concepts.

To learn about the docent program, please join us at the Bessie Mitchell house for an
orientation and planning meeting on Friday, October 13™ 9 - 10 a.m.

~ Karen Rice and Pam Braak, Docent Coordinators

(}rapevine Garden Club

Graj pe\‘!e. Texas

The GGC 2023-24 Yearbook
is now available!

You can pick up a copy at the
October General Meeting.

JYearbook 2023-2024
v 4

Lights Out, Texas was initiated as a statewide effort in

Lights Out, Texas

Spring 2020 to protect birds from light pollution
especially during spring and fall migrations. Area
organizations encourage everyone to turn off
non-essential lights at night from 11 p.m. — 6 a.m.
The cities of Dallas and Fort Worth have both
embraced the program. You can do your part at home
by turning off or dimming your lights.

Fall Migration: August 15 - November 30, 2023

Peak Fall Migration: September 6 - October 29, 2023
~ Submitted by Karen Rice
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and eventful craft fair...

The Grapevine Garden (buby
CRAFT FAIR

We will have eight vendors this year, all displaying and selling their wonderful
crafts! Shopping at the craft fair runs from 9 to 10 a.m. and resumes 11:30 a.m. to 12
noon. Our program starts promptly at 10 a.m.

[ am very pleased we have some new vendors this year. Selections will include
jams and preserves, house plants, stuffed animals, pillows, tea towels, makeup bags,
hand towels, fall linens and décor, fairy wands and Christmas ornaments—all made
by talented Grapevine Garden Club members.

There’s quite a selection for you to peruse and buy! Please bring cash or checks,
as some of the vendors do not accept credit cards. Looking forward to an exciting

~ Submitted by Alexandra Evans, Ways and Means

GGC Veterans Day Parade Event

November 11, 2023

Please join your fellow GGC members and others at the
Grapevine Veterans Day Parade on Saturday, November 11th.
The parade is scheduled to start at 10 a.m., but prior to that we
need to decorate the parade entry, which is Robin Ponds’
pickup. The pickup will be parked on W. Hudgins Street, west
of Main Street in Grapevine. We will decorate the pickup
starting at 9 a.m. The parade travels to Main Street and moves
up Main to Ball Street. You will be returned to the location
where we started. You do not need to bring anything, as all the
decorating supplies will be provided. Wear something patriotic,
veteran uniform or your GGC apparel. There is food and drink
provided where the parade ends (Main Street and Wall). Please
plan to attend - you will have fun and show respect to our
Veterans. There will be a sign-up sheet at the October meeting.
We have had the same group for several years, so new faces
would be welcome. We will be passing out seeds of something
GGC related along the parade route.

~ Submitted by Chuck Voelker

Please refer to the GGC’s website for full calendar of club events.

http://grapevinegardenclub.org/calendar

October 2023
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Silver Circle Honoree: Suzi Guckel
Member since 1998 ~ 25 Years

8 We primarily associate Suzi with the West Texas Street Project (WTS) because
she served as chair for 17 years, but she has been involved in many GGC
activities in the last 25 years, including Chair of Arbor Day 2002-05, Youth
2004-06, Garden Angels 2005-06, Community Gardening 2006-07, Ways and

} Means-Plant Sale 2006-07 and as President 2009-10. Besides serving as an

" officer or chair, Suzi has continued to participate in the plant sale in numerous
positions including staging the event, putting together the Redbud Tree Project (now Native Tree
Project), and teaching Girl Scouts about native plants for earning their Native Plants Patch. Has Suzi ever
missed going on a Gardeners on the Go trip or Gardens on View event? I doubt it! Members have also
enjoyed visiting her garden numerous times.

Growing up, Suzi was told she was an introvert, but it is hard for us to relate to that! Her sense of
humor and emphasis on having a good time was always on full display as she promoted work days on
WTS by wearing funny hats at general meetings and insisting that part of the fun of digging in the dirt is
enjoying companionship and learning along with other
gardeners as they may be wearing a Halloween
costume as they garden. But, the workday lagniappe is
joining gardening buddies for coffee or a BLT at a local
café after completing the morning’s chores. Suzi had a
vision of improving the drab front landscape of the
Grapevine Housing Authority’s low-income rental
units on WTS because “they’re our neighbors.” The
hard work of excavating the soil and removing sod at
the 19 housing units is fortunately a thing of the past!
But, workdays (usually a couple of hours) are now
scheduled at least three times a year and include
weeding and basic maintenance as well as planting
seasonal annuals. Suzi’s pleasure in working with
members and seeing the improvement of the property has been constant, but the greatest joy is the
connection with the residents who now take pride in their flower beds. This project is a legacy of
compassion, and you can carry on the tradition by joining current WTS chairs, Irene Binyon and Robin
Pond, as they follow in Suzi’s footsteps.
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Did you know Suzi was an avid sailor as well as a gardener? Suzi and husband, Dick, began seeing one
another as sailing friends, as she owned a twenty-two-foot Catalina on Grapevine Lake and he had an
ocean going 32’ Vancouver sailboat in Massachusetts and a Catalina 22° on Grapevine Lake. Starting in
1997, they began their summers by heading to Massachusetts or Maine to get Dick’s sailboat ready to be
launched. They spent many years cruising the east coast from Maine to Florida, the Bahamas and Cuba
accompanied by their Maine Coon cat, Ensign Oliver, until 2018 when they finally sold the boat—thus,
their nicknames — Captain Dick and Admiral Suzi. In fact, it was on a sailing trip that Suzi met Kate
Dohrer.

... continued on page 7...
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... continued from pate 6...

As the Dohrers’ were living aboard at the time and had no
permanent residence, Suzi began telling them how great Grapevine was and |
soon after learned that they had moved to Justin and the next thing she |
knew here came Kate to join the garden club. Suzi excels at inviting folks
to join the club! Which might explain why there are about 35 GGC
members who also attend her church.

While Suzi continues to serve in GGC projects, her love of
gardening and compassion also led her to install and maintain a butterfly
garden at the First Grapevine Methodist Church property in honor of a
child who died from sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) in 2006.

3§ Open Garden Invitation

You are invited to visit the colorful, whimsical gardens of new

! members Jeff and Donna Young. Their garden, known as "The
Wacky Habitat," features an 800 gallon goldfish pond up on a
unique terraced hill, plus 20 other water features throughout the
garden. Plantings include perennials, annuals, vegetables and herbs, plus over 100
container gardens. Day time viewing is great and nighttime adds a
special sparkle to the garden.

Please contact Suzie A (newsletter) if you need Jeff’s phone number
the day of the event.

It is Come and Go or Sit and Stay a While. BYOB.

When: Saturday, October 21, 2023 from 2:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Where: 3608 Aspenwood Drive, Bedford, Texas 76021

Gardener’s Corner Sale

This month we are having a “flash sale” of discontinued stock and extra inventory items. We will set up a sale
table across from the Gardener’s Corner Table in the lobby during our September meeting. Expect to find some
tools, books, reference guides, cards, lavender hand sanitizer and more goodies, all at some great discounted

=9 ~ Submitted by Alexandra Evans,

| ST
vvv 7 Ways and Means

prices.
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A Group Outing To Fort Worth

Avant Gardeners Present

“Tour of Paris”

A National Garden Clubs

Small Standard Flower Show
i Thursday, November 2, 2023

Depart Grapevine 9:30 a.m.

The Home of Barbara Baker
Fort Worth, Texas

Carpool and Lunch afterwards

Or go on your own from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This is an opportunity to see a judged flower show displayed in Barbara’s home.
She also has a beautiful garden you can stroll through.
Get ideas for Flowercade 2024!

Sign up at the October 24™ meeting

~ Submitted by Pam Braak and Sharon Swagerty

-

,/ ¥ 315 West Texas Street, Grapevine

’}

24 Thursday, October 19™ at 9 a.m.

Hi everyone! It’s Irene and Robin here, your new West Texas Street Leads! And we are here to let you
know it is Fall pansy planting time at West Texas Street!

Grab your tools, put on your grubbies and join us! We will be cleaning up flower beds, planting pansies
and adding mulch where needed. And for those that work up an appetite or just want to socialize, we all
meet up afterword at Jakes Burgers on Main Street in Grapevine. And they don’t mind if we are grubby!

If you have any questions, please contact Irene Binyon or Robin Pond (we are in the yearbook.) We look
forward to seeing you! ~ Submitted by Irene Binyon and Robin Pond

ol
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Welcome
to our new members:
Donna and Jeff Young
Jim Thompson
LaVell Danielson

Gail Gallagher

Summer Survivors
of 2023

Swallowtail
on Verbena

The Native Texas Tree Project

Newsflash! The Grapevine Garden Club, in conjunction with the city of
Grapevine, will be jumping back in to the third grade classes to present The
Native Texas Tree Project! Yes, of course, it is not a new program, but it is new
to the third graders and the book is different! If you want to help youngsters
understand what the big deal is about trees AND you are willing to read to the
students AND have a lesson plan designed for you to use, then please sign up at
the October meeting. This year’s book is The Boy Who Grew A Forest: The
True Story of Jadav Payeng. We will have information to give you that explains
the book, background checks and more when you sign up. Thank you.

~ Submitted by Judy McDoniel and Emily McDoniel, Native Texas Tree Project Chairs

Full List of

Summer Survivors

on Page 11

N

Gulf fritillary visiting a Zinnia

Swallowtail on Beebalm /

™
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Gardeners on the Go

| November trip:
| Fossil Creek Nursery and Tree Farm

| When: Thursday, November 9th

“d Where: Fossil Creek Nursery and Tree Farm,
= located in Fort Worth

Join us on Thursday, November 9th, for a visit to this
local, family-owned nursery and tree farm. We will be given a tour of the nursery as well as an
educational program on Winter Color. Following our program, we will have lunch catered by Jason’s
Deli and have an opportunity to shop the extensive selections of plants and home décor. A discount will

be available the day of the visit for all purchases. Participation is limited — Please check the
Gardeners on the Go table at the October General meeting for availability!

December trip: It’s All About Christmas
When: Thursday, December 7

Where: Decorator’s Warehouse, located in Arlington
Cost: No charge for admission
Time: Meet at Grapevine Botanical Gardens at 9:30 a.m.

Join us on Thursday December 7th, for a visit to this §§
famous emporium for Christmas and holiday décor.
Over 60,000 square feet of holiday fun and happiness to shop &%
from. Here you'll find all of the elements needed to decorate s
your home for the holidays.

After our fun browsing/shopping event we will move on to
another holiday treat for lunch. Tex-Mex restaurant Campo Verde is also known for their fun holiday
décor!

Sign-ups will be available at the October General Meeting.
~ Submitted by Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, Co-chairs Gardeners on the Go

Keep Grapevine Beautiful ECO-Talk: Grapevine Lake

Dive into the fascinating history of Grapevine Lake! Register to attend our ECO Talk on
Wednesday, October 18th, from 7 to 8:00 pm. You’ll discover how this scenic reservoir in
North Texas came into existence and the role played by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
The free event will be held at The REC of Grapevine, 1175 Municipal Way.

Click here to register.

ol
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The Magic of the Monarch

Volunteers Needed for Butterfly Flutterby
Arts and Crafts and Gardener’s Corner Sales Booth

Saturday, October 21st

The Annual Butterfly Flutterby (BFFB) is a free, family-friendly event at the Grapevine Botanical Garden.

The event will be Saturday, October 21st from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and includes a parade, arts and crafts,
science booth, art contest and a butterfly plant exhibit. There will be four butterfly releases and the winners of the
Costume and Grapevine Garden Club Kids Art Contest will be announced.

What a great way to volunteer at a great community event and make new friends. GGC members will be
volunteering at all activities. Choose a time that works for you (9:30-12:00 or 12:00- 2:30).

There are positions that do not require standing and we can use everyone’s help!! The Grapevine Convention and
Visitors Bureau will be providing refreshments for the volunteers again this year.

Call or email Margaret Meharg to Volunteer. (Page A-48 of the yearbook.)

~ Submitted by Margaret Meharg

Silver Lake Elementary art teacher Marissa Salinas-Alvarado.
Just one of the ways she is promoting Butterfly Flutterby at her school.
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Grapevine Garden Club Summer Survivors of 2023

Natives: Landscape Plants For Sun A\ ~ Sun Loving Annuals

Yucca ' Vo Cleome (Spider flower) Cosmos
Black-eyed Susan y -4 e 3 : » Gomphrena sparkler Vinca

Carolina jasmine ¢ - j = | Sunflowers Sweet potato vine

Daisies: Blackfoot and Dahlberg y - : ) Zinnias

Esperanza
Tithonia, aka Mexican sunflower

Gregg’s mistflower

Lantana Trees and Shrubs: Natives marked with *

Liatris Abelia Rose Creek Pecan *

Milkweed Althea (Rose of Sharon) Redbud: Oklahoma* and Texas*
Passion vine American Beautyberry * Roses

Rudbeckia Bur oak * Texas Mountain Laurel *
Ruellia Chinese Pistache Wax Myrtle *

Salvias: Farinacea and Gregii Chinese Snowball (Viburnum) Yaupon Holly *

Texas sage Citrus: Lemons and Lime (tropical)
Turk’s cap Coral Bark Maple
Verbena Crepe Myrtle
Woolly stemodia Desert Willow *
Yarrow Live Oak *

Bee on Beautyberry
Zexmenia Oak Leaf Hydrangea flowers prior to berries

Edibles

Basil Eggplant
Garlic chives
Malabar spinach
Peppers

Passion vine

Plant lists compiled by Tina Bruns

Photos taken in Southern Denton
Acuba \ County throughout the summer

Azaleas Sunflower

Leather Leaf Mahonia

Shade Plants Ferns: Holly and Wood

Lenton Rose
Cast Iron Plant Annual Zinnias with

Coral Bells Leopard Plant Agastache
Blue Fortune

Hostas Inland Sea Oats (native)
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If you joined the Grapevine Garden Club after September 2022,
we would love to see you at our New Member Coffee!

Date: Thursday, October 12th
Where: Bessie Mitchell House, located at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens
Time: 9:30 a.m. Social

10:00 Presentations about the garden club and activities

Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to meet other new members, as well as
several of our officers and committee chairs and learn about the many great
involvement opportunities! You will be receiving an invite via email.

Please RSVP so we can be sure we have adequate seating, prizes and food.

We look forward to meeting with you!

Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, New Member Coffee Co-Chairs

ol
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Tuesday, December 12th

Social 10:30 am. ~ Lunch 11 am.
Space is limited; sign up soon!
Lunch will be catered by Bartley’s BBQ

and includes beverage and dessert.
Cost: $25

Location: Lancaster Theater in Downtown Grapevine

Please contact Cecilia Mitchell for reservations
and Linda Robbins to pay by check, cash or credit card.

We will have entertainment including a holiday carol sing along.

Join us; it will be fun!

Denatien baskel e GRACE will be available.
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