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and Garden Club Council of Ft. Worth 

      

 

THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE 

 

Tuesday, November 23, 2022 

 Social 9:30 a.m. 

 Meeting 10:00 a.m. 

 Grapevine Convention Center  

     1209 S. Main Street Grapevine 
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What is Keyhole Gardening? 

The African keyhole garden, de-

signed by CARE in Zimbabwe during 

the mid-1900s to encourage people 

to grow their own food, has been 

popularized in the US. GGC member 

Mary Lou Brieger, a retired biology 

teacher, first experimented with key-

hole gardening in 2018. Since then 

Mary Lou has become an avid pro-

ponent of keyhole gardens. She will 

entertain and educate us with her ex-

periences with and knowledge of this 

type gardening. 
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 President’s Message 

Sheri Jones, President 

It’s fall, y’all! Looking forward to some fall color, and time to do some good pruning 

and grooming to care for our many beautiful trees. We 

are scheduled to have this work done tomorrow, if the 

rains haven’t affected the arborist’s schedule too much. 

Can’t complain about the rain though, can I? 
 

I do want to make sure you are aware of Grapevine 

Tree Sharing program. This is a joint effort between the 

City of Grapevine and Grapevine homeowners in 

“sharing” of the cost, 50/50 for up to 2 trees per 

household planted in the homeowner’s yard. (More 

information can be found on their website about 

requirements, etc.: https://gograpevine.com/get-

involved/parks-programs/treesharing/ 
 

You’ve been hearing about our Living Tree Legacy. Joe Moore, retired Assistant 

Director of PARD, helped us start this fund for a tree in honor of our 90th anniversary 

to be planted between Heritage Park and the Botanical Gardens. There will be a 

stone marker to designate GGC’s 90th. We have been accepting donations and 

the deadline for receiving these has been extended until the end of November. 

The more we collect, the bigger the tree will be! If you haven’t already, please 

consider contributing by sending cash or a check to Dinah Chancellor, Treasurer, 

at Grapevine Garden Club, PO Box 811, Grapevine, TX 76099. Be sure and 

designate it for the Living Tree Legacy. 
 

Another common fall sight has some advice for us: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Enjoy our Texas fall season! 

Advice from a Pumpkin! 

Be well-rounded 

Get plenty of sunshine 

Have a thick skin 

Keep growing 

Be outstanding in your field 

Don’t go to seed! 
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Upcoming Events 

Submitted by Joetta King 

 

GGC has partnered with the CVB on the Butterfly Flutterby Festival since 

1998. Butterfly Habitat…read it, create it, pass it along compiled by Barbara Atkins 

includes informational materials for creating a butterfly habitat and is available on 

the GGC website. (see Resources tab - Learning Resources)  

               ABSENT GARDEN FRIENDS 
 

Are you aware of a GGC member who is not able to get out and 

participate in Garden Club activities?  We are trying to identify these 

members and offer some help with keeping up with the club.  

Maybe helping them read the newsletter or eblasts, or offering a ride 

to a meeting or just a friendly phone call.  Contact Pam Braak with 

any information you have. 
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OUTREACH 

We have recently donated two books to the Grapevine Public Library in memory of 

one of our members, Ray Chancellor. Ray was an avid bird watcher and conducted 

ecology hikes in the Grapevine and Southlake areas. He was a founding member of 

Southlake Ornithology Society and a Board of Directors Emeritus for Bob Jones Nature 

Center.   

 

 

 

Terry Curcio, Outreach Chair 

An Immense World:  

How Animal Senses 

Reveal the Hidden 

Realms Around Us                            

One More Warbler:  A 

Life with Birds                          

By Victor Emmanuel 

By Ed Yong 

Diane Cauwels, VP Membership 

Robin Davis 

 

Eileen Hinson 

 

Emily Karlak 

Angela 

Montgomery 

 

Shaw-Ellen and 

Greg Reeve  

MEMBERSHIP  

    Welcome to our new members: 
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Kneeler 

Cape Cod Weeder 

GARDENER’S CORNER 

At the next meeting, take a 

close look at the 

Gardener’s Corner. We  

have added a number of 

new items for sale that I am 

sure you are all going to 

love and find very useful. 
 

The first is a rugged but 

lightweight double-duty 

garden kneeler and seat. 

Made from a single piece in 

dark grey, with built-in 

pockets for your tools. Flip it 

one way and it’s a seat; flip 

it upside down and use the 

padded kneeler base. 
 

Next we have another 

classic Spear and Jackson 

Kew Garden tool: the Cape 

Cod weeder. Made of heat

-treated carbon steel with a 

weatherproofed ash 

handle, this gets quickly 

down to the base of a 

weed and slices it up. 

Quality built with a Lifetime 

Warranty. 
 

Also in tools is the new 

delightfully-named "Dirty 

Little Digger" serrated 

garden trowel. It’s a most 

versatile tool. Sharp, 

serrated edges cut roots 

and vines. It’s also a scoop, 

and has measurements 

pressed into the stainless 

steel. You’ll find all sorts of 

uses - from planting seeds 

and bulbs to depth 

measurements. 
 

Finally, check out the single-

stem plant support. It’s 36” 

tall which means most plant 

stems can easily be slipped 

inside the  2 1/2 “ head and 

be held securely. Coated 

green to blend with foliage 

and will  provide years of 

use. 
 

These would make great 

items for your garden, and 

terrific gifts for any plant-

lover you know. We’ll see 

you with these and other 

items (like some garden-

themed Christmas cards) in 

the lobby at our next 

meeting! 

Dirty Little Digger 

Plant Support 

CRAFT FAIR and GARDENER’S CORNER  
 

CRAFT FAIR 
 

This year we had 14 vendors with all their wonderful wares for sale. It was a great 

turnout - the only downside was there wasn’t quite enough time for members to see 

everything! I hope you all got to shop, and thank you all for making this one of our 

most successful fairs ever. 

Alexandra Evans, Ways & Means 
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(continued) 

90 Years of Gardening Adventures 
The Birth of the Grapevine Botanical Gardens  

Members of the Grapevine Garden Club 
have always been involved in the events of 
the City of Grapevine, even when 
Grapevine was a sleepy little farming 
community in the 1930’s.  The downtown 
area buildings speak to the history here 
and the garden club played a significant 
part in preserving this heritage. 
 

In 1972, had it not been for the efforts of 
garden club ladies and the then president, 
Alberta Nettleton, the city might have lost a 
historic building in the train depot. The 
action to move that depot building to 
preserve it brought it to the then City Park, 
later called Heritage Park, where it 
became a museum.  This building was later 
moved back to the railroad tracks and 
restored to its original size. 
 

The Torian Cabin became another project 
for Alberta Nettleton. She saw the historic 
value of this home and numbered every 
log prior to the teardown.  It was then 
moved from Southlake to Grapevine Main 
Street where it was rebuilt log by log and 
again became a historic treasure for the 
city.  To know how small in stature this dear 
lady was and to know what she 
accomplished for this city, is in itself a 
marvel.  She was a World War II nurse and 
met her husband while tending to his 
wounds in the hospital.  Thank you, Alberta! 
 

When the Grapevine Botanical Gardens 
began to grow, Councilman Shane 
Wilbanks was the visionary for the garden.  
Kevin Mitchell, Assistant Director of Parks at 
that time, oversaw the landscape project. I 
recall a day in early 2000 during a garden 
club meeting in the Bessie Mitchell House 
when we all heard the bulldozers attacking 
trees and brush along the south side of the 
park.  I can still visualize Marion Brekken 
and her look of horror when we all 
watched this take place!  We all cringed at 
that sight, only to be pleasantly surprised 

weeks later when this once unsightly area 
of the park became the beautiful 
development of the gazebo and garden 
with stone walls and ponds and 
flowerbeds.  Kevin’s design began to come 
to life!  And aren’t we glad those bulldozers 
knew what they were doing!  
 

In 2006 and 2007, with the fund-raising 
efforts of club members Linda Krimm and 
Sarah Erickson, monies were raised to build 
and dedicate the beautiful Ed and Edith 
Pewitt Educational Pavilion.  Both Ed and 
Edith always gleefully shared their 
knowledge of horticulture, native plants 
and history with the club and community. 
The pavilion will be used for many years to 
continue their legacy. Thank you to all club 
members who contributed to the fund 
raiser, to Linda and Sarah, and to City Parks 
and Recreation for making this possible. 
 

The construction of the Greenhouse in 2016
-2017 provides an avenue for club 
members to educate school children on 
the joy of plants and how they grow, and 
how birds, bees and butterflies are so 
important in our lives, and how to attract 
these beautiful creatures through 
horticulture and why it is so important to 
preserve the beauty that surrounds us.  
Thank you again to members of the garden 
club and to the fund-raising efforts of the 
club and the Parks and Recreation 
Department and to the City of Grapevine 
for their tremendous support of this and 
many projects in the garden throughout 
the years. 
 

The beautiful Grapevine Botanical Gardens 
will continue to provide a peaceful place 
for families to gather to enjoy the nature 
that binds us all for years to come.  Visit the 
garden in the springtime to observe all the 
photo opportunities there.  You’ll see 
wedding photos, graduation photos and 
family portraits in the making!     
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90 Years of Gardening Adventures 

The Birth of the Grapevine Botanical Gardens, cont. 

Chronological History of Grapevine Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park (GBG) 

1938 to 2022 

Submitted by Barbara Atkins, GGC President 2000-01. Member since 1991 

1938:  At the urging of Grapevine Garden 

Club (GGC) members, the City Council 

purchased three-acres at the intersection of 

Wall and Ball Streets for a park and it was 

named CITY PARK. This was the first park 

established in Grapevine. It was eventually 

renamed HERITAGE PARK probably at the 

time that two historical buildings were 

relocated to the site in 1972. 

 

1939:  A Boy Scout hut was constructed in 

City Park under the direction of Mayor 

Benjamin R. Wall and the Lions Club and 

served as the location for the first scout troop 

west of the Mississippi. GGC agreed to plan 

and provide the landscaping in the park 

and maintain it for at least one year. 

1972: The Cottonbelt Railroad announced it 

intended to remove the inactive railroad 

depot in Grapevine.  They offered the 

building to the city, provided they move it 

from its Main Street location.  This prompted 

GGC President Alberta Nettleton to go 

before the City Council with a proposition to 

accept the building, relocate it and 

designate it as a museum. The depot was 

relocated to Heritage Park along with the 

Calaboose, the first city jail. 

1995:  Parks and Recreation Department 

(PARD) Master Plan called for purchasing the 

property south of Heritage Park when 

available. The owner of the property, Mrs. 

Bessie Mitchell, had died and the city 

acquired the home and approximately two 

acres from the Mitchell family at appraised 

value. The home was converted into a 

community-facility, named the Bessie 

Mitchell House.  

1997:  Additional property, almost seven 

acres, was acquired so that Heritage Park 

and the Grapevine Botanical Gardens 

(GBG) consist of almost 12 acres. The 

gardens were officially named the 

GRAPEVINE BOTANICAL GARDENS AT 

HERITAGE PARK. 

2000: The botanical garden was the vision of 

City Council member C. Shane Wilbanks, 

who felt that Grapevine would benefit 

tremendously from a peaceful respite within 

the city. The City Council agreed and PARD 

Director Doug Evans and Councilman 

Wilbanks began planning the concept for 

the gardens and interviewing architects. 

2000: The garden was designed by 

Landscape Architect Oliver Windham in 

1999 and constructed by Randall & Blake, 

Inc. of Southlake. Although additions and 

improvements continue, the basic garden 

was constructed in three phases from 2000-

2005. Assistant Director of Parks Kevin 

Mitchell supervised the building project. 

2007:  The Ed and Edith Pewitt Educational 

Pavilion - GGC, in partnership with PARD, 

raised $50,000 to build a pavilion for use as 

an outdoor teaching center. 

2012 –The GBG is an important wildlife 

habitat and dedicated bird sanctuary.   

2016-17—The GBG Greenhouse was 

completed. The GGC and PARD funded this 

educational project. 

2022:  GBG has been designated a Lone Star 

Legacy Park by Texas Recreations and Parks 

Society (TRAPS). The park is at least 50 years 

old, has distinctive design/construction, is 

associated with historic events or sites, and 

has unique natural features.  
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Grapevine Garden Club      

Holiday Luncheon 
 

Date:     Tuesday, December 13th 
 

Time:     10:30 a.m. Social   

              11:00 a.m. Luncheon catered by Esparza’s * 

*Choice of beef, chicken, or vegetarian fajitas;  

rice and beans, beverage and dessert 
 

Place:    Lancaster Theater, Grapevine 
 

Cost:     $30 (Seating is Limited. Get your reservations in now!) 

Please sign up at the November meeting, or contact Cecilia or Annemarie 

Entertainment by:     Willie Lane 
 

Donation basket for Grace will be available 

Cecilia Mitchell and Annemarie Garlin, Holiday Luncheon Co-Chairs 

GARDENERS ON THE GO 

Christmas Centerpieces 

When:  Thursday, December 8,  10 – 11:30 a.m. 

Where:  Blooming Colors Nursery, Grapevine 

 

Join Us for a fun Christmas workshop to create 

your Christmas Centerpiece 

Bring your container, ornaments and clippers. 

All greenery, styrofoam, pine cones, bows, glue guns, etc. provided 

Cost: $40 

 

Lunch separate following at Tolberts, Grapevine 

Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, 

GOG Co-chairs 
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SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

 

We are proud to announce the Grapevine Garden Club will be offering three 

scholarships in the amount of $3,200.00 each to qualified applicants who will 

be attending college/university in the 2023-24 school year. The purpose of the 

scholarship is to encourage the study of horticulture, floriculture, landscape 

design, conservation, forestry, botany, agronomy, plant pathology, environ-

ment management, city planning, or other related subjects.   

 

Scholarships may be awarded to any of the following enrolled with a declared 

major/minor in horticulture related subjects: 

 A graduating Senior residing in the city limits of Grapevine or in the Grape-

vine-Colleyville School District. 

 A graduating Senior who is the child or grandchild of a Grapevine Garden 

Club member. 

 A scholarship recipient from the previous year. 

 A college student with a permanent residence in Grapevine or within the 

Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School District.  

 

Deadline for accepting scholarship applications is March 1st. Applications re-

ceived after March 1st will not be accepted. 

 

If you know of anyone that fits the criteria, please refer them to our website, 

grapevinegardenclub.org, for more information and an application. 

Karen Stephenson, Scholarship Chair 
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2023 SPRING PLANT SALE 

It’s time to start digging!   

Yes, it’s that time of year again! 

If you have native, non-invasive perennial plants you plan to thin 

out this fall or later, please consider lifting and potting them to 

sell at the Spring Plant Sale.  

Please visit the PLANT SALE table at the November 22nd meeting 

to get more information and the desired heirloom plant list. If 

you wish to get started early, the plant list is below.  

We will be selling house plants at the sale, so start thinking about 

propagating those you have for donations as well. 

We still need those vinyl mini blinds which are used for plant labels. Please keep an eye 

out if you go to garage sales or thrift stores and let us know. 

Remember, donated plants are a valuable resource for the sale and the proceeds 

help fund scholarships for the next generation of horticulturists.  We appreciate your 

support! 

 

 

Judy Sutherland and Karen Stephenson, Plant Sale Co-Chairs    

Desired Heirloom Plants for the Spring Plant Sale 
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Wall-Farrar  

Adopt-An-Area  

Trail Tidy-up  
 

Monday,  

November 21, 2022 

9:00 a.m. 

Karen Rice and Robin Pond, Coordinators 

It’s time to prepare for Thanksgiving with a little walk with friends! Please join us in 

November as we walk the trail for our bi-monthly community service project. Our 

GGC group will canvass for litter on the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail. There is construction 

in the area but we will walk anyway. As always at an easy pace. Location is the Wall

-Farrar Nature Trail Grapevine. Parking is allowed courtesy of Church at the Cross at 

3000 William D Tate Ave, Grapevine, TX 76051.  

Review: Native Tree Project 

The Native Tree Project has moved from Spring to Fall this year to better coordinate 

with Arbor Day.  On Friday, October 28, volunteers visited third grade classrooms in 

several GCISD elementary schools.  The 3 schools chosen for the program were 

Grapevine Elementary, Bear Creek and Dove Elementary. The City of Grapevine 

purchased the books, All from a Walnut.  We read the story to the children and left 

the book for the classroom teacher’s library.    

Barbara Nunn, Native Tree 

Project Chair 
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The Butterfly Flutterby is a celebration of the fall migration of the monarch butterflies to 

Mexico for the winter. Grapevine Garden Club members partner with the Grapevine 

Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) to educate and entertain local children about 

this migration at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens. The day started out very humid, 

but a midmorning breeze helped to make the weather more pleasant. 
 

The CVB purchases hundreds of monarch butterflies in envelopes. The monarchs are 

tagged so their migration to Mexico can be tracked. The monarchs are given to 

children to release during four different release times. Soon there are hundreds of 

monarchs beautifying the gardens. It’s a wonderful sight to see the children attracting 

the monarchs to land on their watermelon pieces (which are handed out by GGC 

members). 
 

Prior to the day of the event, school children from GCISD schools submit artwork and 

may receive awards. All the artwork submitted is displayed at the event for all to enjoy. 

We have some very talented artists in our schools. 
 

Other GGC members help the children make monarch related crafts, teach them 

about monarchs using microscopes and science, and sell souvenir items like butterfly 

wings. Souvenir sales benefit the GGC scholarship fund. This year the song “Going 

Down To Mexico” was performed by a local singer while a GGC member displayed 

storyboards from the book. 
 

This year 54 GGC members and 15 non-members worked to make the event a 

success. 

Review: 25th Annual Butterfly Flutterby 
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Review: 25th Annual Butterfly Flutterby, cont. 

Grand 

Prize.  

4th-5th 

Grade 

Submitted by Linda Robbins 
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Review: GGC’s First Project with 6 Stones Community 

Powered Revitalization (CPR) 

Submitted by Linda Robbins 

A cool October morning was the perfect time for eleven 

members of the GGC to clean up the yard of a lady who is 

unable to perform maintenance due to illness. The 6 Stones 

organization identified this yard as one that could use our 

expertise and energy. 
 

She had numerous shrubs and vines growing through and 

over her chained link fencing, which we trimmed back. 

Vines growing up her house on her back patio were 

removed. Her front flower beds where she keeps her 

potted plants were cleaned up. And her very dull loppers 

and hedge trimmers were taken to Chuck Voelker to 

sharpen. The homeowner is a gardener who greatly 

appreciated our work on her yard. 
 

Members who worked together on this project were: Matt 

Armand, Richard and Toni Beeny, Debbie Boyle, Deanna 

Moore, Catriona Noble, Robin Pond, Linda Robbins, Susan 

Stanek, Joley and Kevin Unruh. It was great to have five 

new members join us for this event. This group is very 

efficient and hard working so the project was completed in 

less than 2 hours! 
 

This was our first project with 6 Stones but we will be working 

with them again in October of 2023 on another home that 

needs our help. 
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Succulent Pumpkin Planters 

Review: Workshops 

Learning new techniques and strengthening friendships 
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Kokedama 

Workshop 

Session 1, above Session 2, below 
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Review: Veterans Day Parade 

Thanks to Chuck Voelker 

for coordinating. 


