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Spring Garden Celebration

Tuesday, May 17
Social 10:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:00 a.m.
Trawick Pavilion at Grapevine Lake
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President’s Message

Happy 90th Anniversary!
Wow! What an outstanding year we have had. We have transitioned from

having all meetings on Zoom a year ago to having meetings in person this year,
following Covid-guidelines. We’ve enjoyed getting back somewhat to normal
with great programs, some fun and creative trips, garden tours. I am amazed at
how our leadership has stepped forward and volunteered to take on major
events and they are well under way! The Plant Sale was a huge success, thanks
to Cecelia Mitchell and Annemarie Garlin and their team. My thanks to Linda
Krimm and her committee for taking on the challenge of hosting the District II

Convention May 12th at the Bessie Mitchell House.
Plans for the big celebration of our 90th Anniversary have been underway for a
few months, under the excellent organization of Jacqueline Weilmuenster and
her committee. It will be a great event for us all on September 27th. You don’t
want to miss it!
Sheri Jones, President

"None of us, including me, ever do
great things. But we can all do small
things, with great love, and together we
can do something wonderful."
– Mother Teresa
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Upcoming Events
Jacksons Home and
Garden, Dallas

May 10

Gardeners on the Go

May 12

Dist II Spring Convention
Bessie Mitchell House
hosted by GGC

May 17

10:30 a.m. Social

GGC Spring & Scholar11:00 a.m. Luncheon ship Luncheon Award

May 23

9:00 a.m.

Wall-Farrar Trail tidy up
workday

June 3

8:00 a.m.

Gardeners on the Go

June 5-11
June 7

Trawick Pavilion
Lake Grapevine

Echo Springs Blueberry
Farm, Murchison

National Garden Week
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Executive Committee
Meeting

Bessie Mitchell House

DID YOU KNOW?

The first Grapevine Garden Club plant sale was held in 1935 to
earn funds to pay the $5 Federation dues when there was only
$2 in the coffers. Plant sales were held sporadically through
the years until 1994 when it became an annual fundraising.

Submitted by Joetta King
May 2022
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IT’S TIME TO PAY YOUR DUES
Individual Dues: $30
Family Membership: $35
Payment Options:
Online: Grapevine Garden Club / Grapevine, Texas/ /

(the password is on page 2 of the yearbook)
By check . Bring to the spring luncheon, or mail to:

GGC , PO Box 811, Grapevine, TX 76099

FREE MAGAZINE RENEWAL
Have your Better Homes and Gardens or Martha Stewart Living magazines stopped coming? Renewing is easy! Just go to:
publicgardensmagoffer.com.

It is easy to renew for a year’s subscription of either 12 issues of Better
Homes and Gardens or 10 issues of Martha Stewart Living.

Rachel Howe, Membership
May 2022
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Copied from Community Impact Newspaper May 2– June 6, 2022

Grapevine Garden Club
Local club celebrates 90-year anniversary
by Samantha Van Dyke

Joetta King (left) and Pam Braak, former Grapevine Garden Club presidents, said that
anyone who loves nature is encouraged to join the club. (Photos by Samantha Van
Dyke/Community Impact Newspaper)

Joetta King (left) and Pam Braak, former Grapevine Garden Club presidents, said that anyone who
loves nature is encouraged to join the club.
On a deck at the Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park, surrounded by flowers, trees and greenery, past
Grapevine Garden Club presidents Joetta King and Pam Braak talk about the club that they said has
come a long way from when it first formed 90 years ago.

“We’re one of the fastest-growing garden clubs in Texas,” said King, who joined the club in 1985 and
now serves as the club’s historian.
When the club formed in 1932, it had 25 members. Today, it has 255, according to King and Braak.
The nonprofit Grapevine Garden Club helps North Texas residents connect with other nature lovers,
attend relevant educational lectures and work to beautify the community.
“We’re not all residents of Grapevine,” said Braak, the club’s vice president of communications. “We
include anyone in the area that has an interest in gardening, conservation, birds [and more].”
King said anyone who loves nature, regardless of age, is encouraged to join the club.
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“We have some children that are
members with their parents and
grandparents,” King said. “Our
oldest member is 90 years old—
she’s as old as the club.”
King said the club has grown
quickly because of its education
programs. Expert speakers at the
club’s monthly meetings teach
about a variety of topics, such as
light pollution’s effects on birds or
monarch butterfly migration patterns.
The structure of the club meetings
has changed a bit over the last 90
years, King and Braak said. The
earliest club members were not just
“little ladies having tea,” but both
men and women with the common
goal of beautifying the community.
“It was influential members of the
community,” King said. “A minister, a postman, a librarian, a banker... all with that common goal.”

As times shifted, the garden club
entered an era where floral design
became more of a focus, with the
annual flower show taking center
stage, King said.
It was a social event for the community, with refreshments and probably around 250 guests,” King said.
Around 1985, King said the club returned to its original purpose: landscape beautification and improvements to the community. Club members help by landscaping medians throughout Grapevine, among other projects.

Since 1985, the Grapevine Garden Club has given out $145,500 in scholarships to 75 GrapevineColleyville ISD graduates.
Money for the scholarships comes from club dues—$30 per year for one member and $35 for families—
and the annual Grapevine Garden Club Plant Sale, which was held April 23.
The plant sale takes place each spring, and members sell plants from their own gardens. It is the club’s
largest fundraiser.
“We’re not afraid to get our hands dirty,” Braak said. “So we can help our community as much as we
https://communityimpact.com/dallas-fort-worth/grapevine-colleyville-southlake/
nonprofit/2022/04/29/grapevine-garden-club-celebrates-90th-anniversary/
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Planting Seeds for the Future
Grapevine Garden Club – 90th Anniversary
This month we will review one of the more recent (since the 80’s) projects
of Grapevine Garden Club, which is the annual Scholarship Award. The
scholarship award was created to financially assist local high school/
college students enrolled in the study of horticulture or a related field. A
committee of members review applications and choose recipients based
on the outlined requirements.
The earliest record of a scholarship award was back in 1967-1970 when
$100 was given annually to a student at the northwest campus of Tarrant
County Junior College. In 1985 scholarships began again and have been
given every year since, except in 1986 when there were no qualified applicants.
From 1985 to 2022, there have been 75 students chosen to receive the
Scholarship Award and a whopping total of $145,500 has been awarded.
It is a phenomenal accomplishment for the members who have been a
part of GGC for the last 38 years!
Prior to 1996, there were various endeavors taken on as ways to earn
money to fund the annual scholarship and the club struggled at times to
get it funded. Some of the creative projects included holiday home tours,
spring and fall garden tours, selling Easter lilies, decorated wreaths, bird
houses and clay work. Note cards with an ink rendering of the Grapevine
Torian cabin was one item sold by members. After so many different
crafts and ideas to fund the scholarship program, the Grapevine Garden
Club’s annual plant sale became the one big event. It is held in April and
is supported by nearly every member of the club.
It is an honor to be part of the Grapevine Garden Club and work with fellow members to support this important fund-raising effort!
Karen Stephenson, Scholarship chair
May 2022
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May Silver Circle Honorees

Marty Swindell, Edie Williams and Jimmie Nell Cook
Marty Swindell is one of our Silver
Circle members being
acknowledged this month. She joined
GGC 44 years ago in 1977, making
her the longest active club member.
She has held numerous positions in
the club including president , vice
president , recording secretary,
District II convention chair, and
historian.

In addition to GGC she has been active in Avant Gardeners and in 2014
awarded a Fort Worth Garden Club life membership. She is most proud
to have earned the National Garden Club Master Flower Show Judge
title. This honor can take up to 12 years to complete all the courses and
requirements.
Her hobbies include cross stitch, embroidery quilting, and dressing
Barbie dolls. Her collection of Barbie dolls is over 1000. She also enjoys
traveling with other garden club members to symposiums and judging
flower shows.
Edie Williams joined GGC in 1990. She
has held the position of treasurer, first
vice president and served as chair of
civic seed, general meeting hostess,
Grapevine Festivals, scholarship, spring
plant sale and has a District II life
membership. She joined the garden
club because Joetta brought her to a
spring luncheon and the rest is history.
Her hobby is gardening and her
favorite thing about the garden club is
the people.
May 2022
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May Silver Circle Honorees, cont.

Marty Swindell, Edie Williams and Jimmie Nell Cook
Our last Silver Circle member to be recognized this year is Jimmie Nell
Cook who has been a member since 1983. Jimmie Nell has served on
the Executive Committee as 3rd vice president, recording secretary and
chair of membership and general meeting hostess. She shared
knowledge of growing orchids in an inspiring program, helped to landscape the medians on Northwest Highway, and supported fundraising
efforts of the club. Members had an opportunity to attend a Gardens
On View tour at Bill and Jimmie Nell’s garden to see their diverse collection of 120 trees planted through propagation, rescue or pass-along efforts. Her hobbies include reading, gardening, and cooking. Her favorite
thing about garden club is the friendships and knowledge she has
gained.

Thank you to all 13 of the Silver Circle members for
your insight, knowledge, and commitment to the
Grapevine Garden Club. There is almost 450 years
of paying dues, donating time and money so we
can have a garden club to be proud of. Thank you
to all of our current Silver Circle members and to
those waiting to become Silver Circle members. The
circle continues to grow as we grow.
Cecelia Mitchell and Annemarie Garlin, chairs
May 2022
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Ways & Means

Meetings are over for the next few months, but the Gardeners Corner
goes on! We are upgrading our online store, and to celebrate the new
look and features, we will be holding a Summer Sale from June
1st through August 31st. During those dates everything will be 10% off.
If you haven't had a chance go online to see all the lovely and practical
items before now, this will be a perfect opportunity. You will find a lovely
assortment of goods from gardening tools to Lavender Ridge soaps, flora
and fauna reference guides and more.
During June, July, and August simply add the coupon code

summersale2022
during checkout to get your discount.

CRAFT FAIR
The annual GGC Craft Fair will be held at our October 25th general
meeting. I wanted to give everyone early notice due to the upcoming
90th anniversary celebrations in September.
Do you make some crafts other members would enjoy? Reserve a table
for just $10 to sell your creations. Let me know of your interest by email
and follow up with a check. Or wait to sign up at the September meeting. Then get crafting, and prepare to sell your merchandise from 9 to
10:15 a.m. before our October 25th meeting.

Alex Evans, Ways & Means chair

May 2022
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Gardeners on the Go

Echo Springs Blueberry Farm
Friday, June 3
Murchison, TX

Depart 8 a.m. from Grapevine Botanical Gardens
10:30 arrival at Echo Springs Blueberry Farm
Lunch at El Presidente

For more information contact Rachel
Submitted by Rachel Howe

90th Anniversary of the Grapevine Garden Club
More historical articles, Did You Know fun facts, and plans for a big party on September 27 are all in the works! Commemorative shirts will still
be available for purchase at the Spring Picnic Luncheon and on the
website later in the summer. Many thanks to members who have volunteered to work on the planning committee as well as members providing refreshments and helping with decorations and entertainment at
the September 27th meeting. Also thanks to Margaret Meharg, Pam
Braak, and Joetta King for the great article in the May Community Impact. This is, after all, the Official Year of the Grapevine Garden Club!
Jacqueline Weilmuenster, 90th Anniversary Committee chair
Joetta King, Linda Robbins, Carolyn Ernst, Marcy Blagg, Kathryn Armstrong,
Linda Krimm, Miriam Ward, Evelyn Urbanosky, Sheri Jones, and Karen
Stephenson, Sub-committee Chairs
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Wall-Farrar Adopt-An-Area

Trail Tidy-up
Monday, May 23, 2022
9 a.m.
Please join us in May as we walk the trail for our bi-monthly community
service project. Start your summer off right with GGC friends as we canvass for litter on the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail. We walk at an easy pace and
visit with other GGC volunteers. Location is the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail
Grapevine. Parking is allowed courtesy of Church at the Cross at 3000 William D Tate Ave, Grapevine, TX 76051.
Karen Rice, and Robin Pond, Coordinators.

Facebook
Our featured request for the Grapevine Garden Club Facebook page
for May is to send in a picture of your favorite shade plant. Please
identify it and give any important information about its care. You may
submit your entry by contacting Miriam Ward; her contact
information is in the yearbook.

Miriam Ward, Facebook chair
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A MOST SUCCESSFUL PLANT SALE ! !
$15,900 For Scholarships and Civic Programs
70 Volunteers Participated

Plant Sale Co-chairs still needed for next year; please consider volunteering to lead
our club’s major fundraising event.
Photos taken before the sale (sorry, we were just too busy to take any during the sale). L to R:
Cecilia and Annemarie, Plant Sale Chairs, some of our customers standing in line for the gate to open,
some of the set up crews who worked all week in preparation.
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APRIL GARDEN TOURS
We had beautiful weather to enjoy the lovely gardens hosted by Mary Lou
Brieger, Joetta King, Uma Lal, Karen Rice, Chuck Voelker, and Louise Young.
Each garden is unique and offered a wealth of information on design and variety of plants. We greatly appreciate the time and effort these hosts invested to
provide us with such a welcoming experience.
Joetta and Ed King’s garden

Louise Young’s garden

Mary Lou Brieger’s garden

Uma Lal’s garden

Karen Rice and Chuck Voelker’s garden

Approximately 90 members
made the rounds of the 5
host gardens.
Submitted by Jacqueline Weilmuenster
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WEST TEXAS STREET WORKDAY
APRIL 12, 2022
Our morning started cool, but it gradually got
warmer. We found ourselves enjoying the sunshine and the comradery of our gardening friends.
It was a glorious day in many ways.
We did a little weeding, planted begonias, impatiens, some donated Black-eyed Susans and Victoria Phlox. The iris were blooming, and the small
Wisteria was about to pop, as were the Prairie
Phlox. We could all certainly tell that spring was
definitely here.

A big thank you to all who participated: Deanna
Moore, Angelia Ozymy, Terry Curcio, Nancy Searl,
Bruce Herndon, Laurie Evans, Debbie Boyle, Ginger Jones, Irene Binyon, Joe Krimm, Linda Krimm,
Greg Braak, Pam Braak, Chris George, Lisa
Stokdyk, Barb Atkins, Peggy Harris, Susan Holley,
and Robin Pond.
I’d like to thank my Committee: Irene Binyon, Laurie Evans, Bruce Herndon, Joe Krimm, Lefty Mitchell, Paula Wilbanks, and Robin Pond. You have
been a blessing to me and to all the residents this
past year. I would especially like to thank Nancy
Searl, who was able to step in and help us since
Lefty Mitchell was not able to help out this time.
Have a great summer and happy gardening.

Suzi Guckel, West Texas Street chair

More photos next page
Continued
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WEST TEXAS STREET WORKDAY, cont.
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