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THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE 

 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

 Social 9:30 a.m. 

 Meeting 10:00 a.m. 

 Grapevine Convention Center  

     1209 S. Main Street Grapevine 
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January 2023 

Exploring the Umwelt of 

Wintering Birds 

There is a magical quality of birds 

that sometimes goes unnoticed or re-

mains hidden to the casual observer. 

Winter is the very best time to explore 

the largest number of species in the 

Grapevine area.  Jim Jones from the 

Audubon Society will show us how to 

better learn about and understand 

the beauty and uniqueness of birds in 

our backyards. How do the birds 

overcome the obstacles of survival? 

Jim will enlighten us. 
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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Safety in the Garden  

Advice from a Couple of Fallen Gardeners  

Co-Authors: Sheri Jones and Joetta King  

The only requirement for being considered 

an expert in our Safety in the Garden 

Group is to have experienced a fall while 

in the garden. This is not a group we want 

to enlarge!  In fact, we are hoping to save 

you from falling. As we age and 

experience changes in our bodies we 

need to rethink how we do many things. A 

common problem we may have is 

impaired balance. To lessen the 

possibilities of falls due to balance issues, 

here are a few suggestions. 

Clear clutter in 

your garden 

and on 

walkways. 

Speaking from 

personal 

experience, 

Sheri recommends you keep acorns from 

accumulating on your paths and 

walkways. To prevent tripping check that 

walking surfaces are solid, smooth, and 

level . 

Wear sturdy 

shoes that 

provide ankle 

support, help 

you regain 

balance, and encourage you to lift your 

feet when walking. Joetta learned that a 

casual walk on a flag stone path can be 

hazardous if you are wearing slide slippers. 

She also purchased more U-shaped 

garden stakes/landscape staples to 

secure drip lines and soaker hoses that 

can be a tripping hazard.  Both of us 

learned that our cell phones would have 

been mighty useful in summoning 

assistance! And Suzi Guckel recommends 

wearing a smart watch that senses when 

you have fallen. If you don’t respond that 

you are okay it will call 911.   

Remember when we had a fitness 

workshop at the REC to learn exercises for 

getting our bodies in shape for 

gardening? Well, add a few balance 

exercises to the routine! These will make a 

helpful difference if you stumble.  

Put away hoses after you use them. Have 

handrails installed in some areas, if 

needed. Avoid ladders.  A short, sturdy 

stepstool with a handle is better. Sit down 

when possible to work in the garden. 

(continued) 
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                              Upcoming Events 

Some things haven’t changed. We are 

still digging in the dirt. In describing a 

January 1945 GGC program, the Garden 

Club Notes column in the Grapevine Sun 

stated, “If you would avoid having sore 

leg and back muscles, or that sacroiliac 

condition which gives you a vicious pain 

at the most unexpected times, you should 

observe certain rules of posture when 

digging and hoeing in your victory 

garden this spring, or when attempting to 

keep that lawn mowed. Do keep the 

knees bent when digging 

and spading. The position of 

the tummy is most important. 

Carry it in instead of out. 

When you lift a bushel basket of potatoes, 

bend the knees, pick up the basket and 

set it on the tummy. Never set it on the 

hip.” Well there you go! Keep the tummy 

tucked in and maybe we can avoid the 

prediction that gardeners live longer but 

they all have bad backs.  Our goal is to 

remain upright in the garden . 

Sheri Jones, President 
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Hard to believe it is 2023.  I know the old saying really does apply to me:  If I’d known I 

was gonna live this long, I would have taken better care of myself.  But KIDS - - here 

we are and we have a workday just ahead of us. 

Yes, I know, it is Valentine’s Day, but I can’t think of a better way to spend my day 

than digging in the dirt with y’all.  We will be doing some cleanup, a little pruning and 

then we must head up to Jake’s for lunch and a bit of socializing and talking dirt.  We 

all are anxious to see how our plants did after those single digit temps a while back, 

and yes, we shall see just which ones are the toughest of the bunch.   

I will have our signup sheet at the January meeting, but if you can’t make that 

meeting but still want to come for our workday, just give me a call. I’m in the 

yearbook.   

Have questions about this project?  Want to know where it is? Send me an email or 

just give me a call.  See you at the meeting.   

Suzi Guckel, Chair 

Irene Binyon, Laurie Evans, Bruce Herndon, Joe Krimm, Robin Pond, Co-Chairs 

WEST TEXAS STREET 

WORKDAY 

February 14, 2023 

 

At the request of GGC, the Grapevine City Council adopted a resolution designat-

ing the city as a bird sanctuary in 1981 and every year we remind them of it by ask-

ing for a Bird Sanctuary Week Proclamation. (See December newsletter.) Although 

projects related to the protection of wild birds have been planned since the club’s 

inception, during the designated Bird Sanctuary Week each January we’ve made a 

special effort to schedule educational programs and activities related to the pro-

tection, nurturing and appreciation of wild birds for the last 42 years.  

Submitted by Joetta King 
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Gardener’s Corner 

We now have herb scissors that dice your 

basil, parsley, chives (or whatever) in seconds. 

Just $12! We also offer a garden marking pen 

for just $5 that lets you write on your plant 

stakes, and it won’t wash away in the rain. 

More of the really useful "Country Wisdom 

bulletins" will be available at the January 

meeting as well. Stop by and browse through 

the choices. 

In 2023 Ways and Means will be focused on in-

person sales. Online shopping is being 

replaced by a webpage of products and 

prices, so you can consider what you want to 

purchase in advance of monthly meetings. 

Alexandra Evans, Ways & Means 

Bring And Buy Sale Returns in February! 

It was such a success last year that our 

February 28th general meeting will 

again host a “Bring and Buy” sale 

table. 
 

Do you have garden-related items taking up space 

that you don’t need? Donate them to the GGC’s 

Bring and Buy sale. You tell us what you think they 

should sell for. Please bring your gardening goods to 

the January or February General meeting. The Bring and Buy table will be in the foyer 

across from the regular Ways and Means Gardener’s Corner. 

 

GARDENER’S CORNER / BRING AND BUY 
 

The Gardener’s Corner has new items for sale in the new year! 
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GARDENERS ON THE GO 

Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, GOG Co-chairs  

Join the Gardeners on the Go for an educational tour of 

Colorchids in Nocona, TX on February 16. We will be visiting this 4-

acre state of the art greenhouse of beautiful orchids. A guide will 

show us how to properly grow and maintain long lasting orchids.  

We’re sure you have seen their products in our local grocery and 

other stores.  There is no charge for this tour. You will have an 

opportunity to purchase plants at the end of the tour.  We will be 

carpooling to Nocona from the Grapevine Botanical Gardens at 

8:30 a.m. that morning.  Lunch following our visit is planned in 

Nocona at Red River Pizzeria.  We should be back in Grapevine 

around 3:30 p.m. 

For those of you who might be interested (or have a significant 

someone who might be) there is a very interesting car museum,  

Horton Classic Car Museum, in Nocona that you can opt to tour 

after lunch.  We will not be visiting the museum as part of the 

GOG visit, but you are welcome to plan to visit this at your leisure.  

At sign up let us know if you will be staying behind for this. Please 

plan to sign-up at the January General meeting and let us know if 

you will be carpooling with us or driving yourself to stay after for 

the museum. 

 

 

 Colorchids 

Nocona, TX 

February 16, 2023 
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GARDENERS ON THE GO 

Join us as we plan to take a group to Texas Tulips in Pilot Point, TX on 

March 9. You will have the opportunity to wander their open fields of 

tulips in various stages of bloom and pick a beautiful bouquet to bring 

home. They will also have bulbs for sale and can give you tips on 

planting. We will be carpooling from Grapevine Botanical Gardens 

leaving at 9:00 a.m. and returning around 2:00 p.m. Lunch in Pilot 

Point is planned following our picking adventure. The cost for this is 

$7.50 per person. This includes the entrance fee and 3 tulips.  

Additional tulips are $2.50 per stem.  Flowers will be wrapped in pretty 

paper and stems will be put in flower gel. Picking baskets are 

available on the field.  Sign-ups will be open at the January and 

February General meetings. 

Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, GOG Co-chairs  

Texas Tulips 

Pilot Point, TX 

March 9, 2023 
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                        SCHOLARSHIP 

 

This is a friendly reminder that 

applications for the Grape-

vine Garden Club Scholar-

ships for the 2023-24 school 

year are being accepted.  If you know of any 

graduating senior from a GCISD school, or a 

child or grandchild of a member who fits the cri-

teria, please let them know about this scholar-

ship opportunity. 

 

Deadline for accepting scholarship applications is March 1st and will be 

here before you know it. Applications received after March 1st  will not be 

accepted.  Please see the GGC website for the criteria and application. 

Below are the appropriate links: 

 

Requirements for Eligibility 

https://www.grapevinegardenclub.com/objects/

GGC_Scholarship_Requirements_202-v2.pdf 
 

Scholarship Application 

https://www.grapevinegardenclub.com/

objects/2020_GGC_Scholarship_Application_sys.pdf 

 

Karen Stephenson, Scholarship Chair 
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Judy Sutherland and Karen Stephenson, Plant Sale Co-Chairs    

2022 Plant Sale 

The GGC 2023 Annual Plant Sale is fast approaching!  

One of  several 2022 Plant Digs 

Saturday, April 15, 2023 

A new year means it is time to start 

getting ready for the April 15th plant sale. 

The plant sale is our biggest resource for 

the club’s scholarship fund, and we 

count on our membership to make it the 

success it has been over the years.  And 

that takes all of us, not just a few, to 

make it happen. 
 

This year we will again have houseplants 

for sale. It was a big hit last year, so let’s 

keep the momentum going.  Annemarie 

Garlin and Cecilia Mitchell are heading 

up houseplants sales. 

 

OUTDOOR GARDEN PLANTS 

* Check your garden and plan on what 

to divide and donate.  

* Focus on tried and true plants for 

success in our area.  

* A dig team can come to your home if 

needed. We bring pots, soil and man 

power. You maintain the plants until the 

plant sale. We pick the plants up.  

Contact Judy Sutherland to set up a dig 

date/time. 

 * If you need soil or pots, let Judy or 

Karen know and we can arrange a time 

to meet at the greenhouse. 

 * Contact Judy or Karen if you’d like to 

volunteer for the plant sale or sign up at 

the general meeting. 

 

HOUSEPLANTS  

* Begin propagating or dividing now – 

indoor plants, herbs and succulents are 

all welcome.  

* Ask Annemarie questions if needed.  

Her contact info is on page A-23 of the 

current yearbook.  

*Check out this website:  SmartGarden 

Guide for information on houseplant 

propagation. 

https://smartgardenguide.com/ 

 

We so appreciate the work of all our 

members to make this year yet another 

Plant Sale success! 

https://smartgardenguide.com/
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Wall-Farrar  

Adopt-An-Area  

Trail Tidy-up  
 

Monday,  

January 23, 2023 

9:00 a.m. 

Karen Rice and Robin Pond, Coordinators 

Start the new year with our GGC Trail Tidy-up walk with friends. Please join us in 

January as we walk the trail for our bi-monthly community service project. Our GGC 

group will canvass for litter on the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail. There is construction on-

going in the area but we walk anyway. Location is the Wall-Farrar Nature Trail 

Grapevine. Parking is allowed courtesy of Church at the Cross at 3000 William D Tate 

Ave, Grapevine, TX 76051.  

Snowmageddon, 105-plus degrees and 

December tornadoes, Oh My. Gardening 

in Texas is not for the faint of heart! 

Thankfully, as Alexander Pope so 

eloquently wrote, “Hope springs eternal in 

the human breast. “ 

 

We replant, we prune hard and we hope 

for the best. We live and learn. We mulch 

well to protect plants through hard freezes 

and to conserve soil moisture through 

record setting heatwaves. We search out 

plants that can take what Mother Nature 

doles out. We pass along plants to friends 

and neighbors and fellow garden club 

members with words of encouragement, 

such as “This kept on blooming all summer! 

And I barely watered it!”  

 

Gardens on View and Open Gardens 

offer the chance to share your own 

garden with fellow club members, where 

we can see what has survived record low 

temperatures, record high temperatures 

and weeks on end without rain. As avid 

gardeners, we can all empathize with 

gardens that may not look as lush and 

established as they did three or four years 

ago. We have all learned to roll with the 

punches and Keep Calm and Garden On. 

Please consider opening your garden to 

the club with a Garden on View after a 

monthly meeting, or as an Open Garden 

on a date/time of your choosing. If you 

would like to open your garden to the 

club, please contact me either by email 

or at our monthly meetings. 

Suzie Agnew, Gardens on View/Open Gardens  Coordinator 

Gardens on View / Open Gardens 

- Keep Calm and Garden On 
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It’s Time to Order                

Caladium Bulbs  

Severe weather has disrupted our ability to order “as usual.” But, we have 

positive options.  

Florida Boys Caladiums reported that the crop was harvested this week and 

due to hurricanes and drought several varieties were not produced. Sorry to 

report that varieties Tapestry, Blaze, Florida Elise, and Pink Illusion will be not be 

available this season. And, #1 bulbs are not available at a discount.  Therefore, 

each bag of bulbs will contain 20 #2 bulbs (instead of 10 #1 bulbs) to create a 

similar affect. Same number of holes, just drop two bulbs in each hole! 

The revised order form now reflects this change. Please see page 15. We are 

also limited to a maximum of 2,000 per variety with not more than 20,000 total.  

So, if you are keen on a purchase, order early.  First come, first served.  Many 

may be frustrated by this development but look to your own garden this last 

growing season.  I myself saw reduction in productivity in both vegetables and 

flowers.  At least this farmer is upfront with what they can offer - still at a deep 

discount.  All Florida caladium farmers are suffering from huge crop failure.  

There are eleven varieties to choose from for your best combinations of color 

and size. New this year is White Queen.  Strong cranberry vein and extra-large 

leaves. See descriptions on pages 12-14.  

 

Pick sun tolerant or shade! 

Order form can be found on page 15. 

Mail or hand deliver orders with check or cash to Mary Lou by February 

10th.  

Bulbs will be available for pick-up the first of May at Mary Lou’s house. 

Questions: Mary Lou Brieger (Page A-12 of the yearbook) 

Mary Lou Brieger, Caladium Bulb Chair 



 

  January 2023                                                               12                                        grapevinegardenclub.org 

 

 

Caladium Descriptions 

(continued) 
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(continued) 
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