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Garden Tips for November . ..
Lawn & Turf NO tSiICCAL®Ar: iNmGg lun
OFertilseascowofgrasses | ike fescu wi t
per 1000 sq. ft.
OContinue to mow fescue as neede at
conditions.
OControl broadl eaf winter weeds i ke
OKeep falling | eaves off fescue o a\
hrub
eciduous trees in early part of winter. Prune onl for
ubgrkedi nrees with a commerci al protective mater:i t o
ormant oil for scale infested trees and shrubs beflore
e to plant balled, burl apped and containerized trjges.
or arborvitae aphids, which tolerate cooler tempef@atur
still be su essfully planted through the mi Il e o
ge on aspar us, mums, and other perennials hel
hyacinth, n cissus and tulip can be potted i con
S
ing fruit trees wuntil next February or March 2 f or e
ans and walnuts immediately to eliminate det i or a
n be stored in an airtight codt ner
d to com use as mul ch o till
n andscap tools. Coat withina i ght
hoses indoors.
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The Open Garden events in October offered
| ocated on a typical ur ban d$si zleadr gperro preurrtayl if
y
I

Hopefull you were able to view plants in b
that wi l grow in shady and sunny areas and

Wanda mentioned that blooming plants grown
weéknaybe two if the weather is cooperative.
has thoughtfully planned for continuous bl o
For example, she has a | ar
bl oom, her daylilies provi dg
nd perennials for garden col
all foliage of Japanese mapl

di fferent ti S
Foll owing their
shrubs, trees a
the beautiful f

Unf ortunately several days of rain kepd, ulst
she has graciously offered to host either a
|l earn from Wanda who is both a Texas Master

| dii dghet t o&tgar dWagdbdesi hg that it was prc
our smaller garden. As much as | would enjo
with a smaller growth dPabdbitlareapreyedramrdgeas
varieties work best. The exception being Ca
had to have! However, it i d4d8&fetper iam Mbhamddfsr d
reachesdabto®@d&af oafl | t he plants in the

appreciated by tour guests. ;

Due to memory glitches and ri
dormant perennials and bul bs,

pl ant s. I't hel ps! But, the | abg
passalong plants and -DadtHEi oo GEag
Azal ea, Jw®alr BnesvaCdar ol i ni an@
Quercus Shumardi i (Shumard red
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November 2020 5 WWW. grapevinegar



As guests
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#=s houl

olled the garden, they menti
ot h et r eas Dieeluhet s apreir esmincad Ti hzéetdt
venient place to snﬁGtartdrerncsugam
and@ dhteryd®e.ThWhy aweswlgen of t i mg
d ageo al ways takes us by surryg

rovisit with gardeners
Wanda and | agree that the ir
with particular plants of
my failure to successful]l
mprove the soil with com
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¥ | encourage you to consider
2021. Dates and times are f|
Fand when your garden @&s hafve:
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d be shared. The number
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Conservation Cornemalo pinto Mountains State Park

A new Texas State Park is being de¢
. hear Strawn, Texas. Land purchase
‘'eé&ranch | and and that has been desi
hilly, rocky terrain iIis the geolo
Ti mbe region. The park is not vy
beaut i | acstabakepd a 90

S
fu
The site wil/ l nclude an extensi Vv
mount ain bikers and horseback ri de
wi t h xXpansive visdlasbe OablTecker f
or
t e
g

| ook birds. Motor-boats&witan
Campsi s will 1T ncl uidre tR&/ntsi g ietses
campi areas. Picnic areas and p
small and A afruglel gvriosuiptsoor center Wwi
activities will be constructed

Openi park requires multiple
I mpac l ength of this process
set f ' park although curren

Basel i are the first
we |l | a be developed.
pl aces te. Guided by
develo hase for the new
constr [ can begin.
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We had a great wor k'daay ,t hTeu eHsUDa yH,0 u@d tnagb eorn 2Me st T
beauti ful, sunny day, and we were al/l excited a
i ssues, the City of Grapevine requested that ou
and that we were to wear mar ks. This was our p
nup, | asked-cthtaeg rcsommi tstedeecdo t he members of the

working together. We were short a few fol ks,
wanted everyone to feel safe and be able to enj

We weeded, did a general cleanup of the beds af
few bag of mulch where it was needed, and compl
ing so hard and for continuing to support this
Debbie Boyl e, Catriona Nobl e, Susan Sporl , Pam
Terry Curci o, Karen Rice Chuck Voel ker , Rene H
commi ttee members: Paul
Kri mm. |l so much apprec

a Wil banks, Lauri e Evan
iate all of you.

We al | had a sweet surprise, when one of
dent , had crocheted the top portion of t
dr awer handl e. It was so thoughtful of J
[ cluded a picture of June in this article.

MOur next workday will be on February
'“'*‘progresses to know how we will have
s'cl eanup all the beds. Just stay tun
~—~yes, that is Bruce climbn mgptowsturef wth

in there. Maybe he dropped the crys

Bl essin
Suzi Guckel, Chai

November 2020 8 WWW. grapevinegar



 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEVBER 2020

g AGK

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

A CONSERVATIONIST creates
a unique oasis for roving insect
hunters in Central Texas

I NBOE S 61 & -hadrot 2 & &K
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BY PAM LEBLANC * PHOTOS BY ERIC W. POHL

AS DUSK FALLS ON A WARM
SUMMER EVENING, I've joined
J. David Bamberger and a few
close friends at a table about
50 yards from a gaping hole
on a hillside at his ranch near
Johnson City.

As we nibble chips and salsa, a single bat emerges from the
opening. In a flash a hawk swoops down, snatching the flut-
tering scout in midflight. A few minutes later, with sunlight
quickly fading, a few more bats appear. Soon a narrow
stream of flapping shapes forms, like a horizonal plume of
campfire smoke.

Bamberger, a former door-to-door vacuum cleaner sales-
man who co-founded the Church’s Chicken chain, used his
fortune to buy this once-overgrazed property in 1969, pay-
ing just $124 an acre. He named it Selah, Bamberger Ranch
Preserve and began nurturing it, removing nonnative
species and planting indigenous grasses. The dry, eroded
Central Texas landscape sputtered back to life. Today the
5,500-acre oasis features flowing creeks, fields of waving
grass and towering trees and serves as a laboratory for land
conservation.

It’s also got a bat cave, or “chiroptorium,” as Bamberger,
92 and still hiking or exploring his property nearly every
day, calls it. (The word hasn’t made it into dictionaries, but
it’s a standard at Selah, which itself is a biblical word whose
definition is debated but to Bamberger means “to stop,
pause, look around and reflect.”)

While volunteering as a trustee with Bat Conservation
International’s Bracken Cave in the 1990s, Bamberger met
BCI founder and bat expert Merlin Tuttle, who taught him
the environmental benefits the furry, sometimes pecan-
sized mammals provide. Bats gobble up tons of insects
across the country each night, Bamberger learned, saving
farmers more than $3.7 billion a year in crop damage and
pesticide use. Bamberger, a member of Pedernales Electric
Cooperative, got the wild idea to lure a bat population to his
own ranch by building a bat cave. Constructing a bat habi-
tat, he figured, meshed with his mission to restore range-
land and protect wildlife.

Mexican free-tailed bats emerge
from the chiroptorium—the bat cave
constructed at Selah, Bamberger
Ranch Preserve.
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“People laughed at the idea,” Bamberger tells me. We met
and became friends more than a decade ago, when I first
wrote about his work. “When people laugh at you, some-
times you back away,” he says. “Most successful people
continue on.”

After consulting with bat experts, architect Jim Smith
designed a 30-by-100-foot, three-domed habitat with a spe-
cial observation room where scientists and visitors could
watch the bats through a plate glass window. They picked
an easily accessible spot near water with a clear flight path.
Then they went to work building the structure of concrete
and gunite, backfilled it with dirt and covered it with native
vegetation.

Newspaper reporters flocked to the ranch in 1998 to re-
port the story. Now all he needed was a resident population.

Bamberger hauled in a load of bat guano to make the
cave more appealing, but the bats turned up their noses. He
brought in a small occupied bat box to lure a population,
but the bats didn’t stick around. Still, Bamberger persisted.

“If it doesn’t work, it'll hold a hell of a lot of wine,” he
rationalized.

Every once in a while, a few bats would show up. “I'd be
about to rapture,” Bamberger says. But the stream of bats
he dreamed about didn’t move in until four years later,
after biologists realized that the few bats that discovered
the cave were smashing into the observation window. After
they boarded up the window, the bats moved in.

“Unbelievable,” Bamberger says, telling the story of driv-
ing up to the site and discovering the new residents. “Tears
are running down my face. I can’t believe what I'm seeing.
The bats are pouring out.”
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“"PEQPLE LALGAED AT THE IDEA,”
Banscergenielis me\Yemet ard bacaizie
riends rnofe thain a cieczide ago, when | first
va'c®2 sEeLt his woik®Naherpevpe laugh
at you, sometimes you back away,” he says.
“Most successful people continue on.”

0Ol Al O
sz He feltvindicated, especially.since the San Antonio
D O QprAJ}ewAaAriltin& a séry that very week, dubbing
. the cave “Bamberger’s Folly” and noting that he’d spent
A O more to build a house for bats than most people spend
building a home for their family.
When he phoned biologist Tom Kunz, though, the bat ex-
XA D d ttatt emergenge wag likely a fluke and thata
A A n'grﬁ::gm p had probably JustStbpped over temporarily.
But the bats came back. And since they arrived in big
numbers in 2002, they have never left. Today the ranch is

home to year-round populations of Mexican free-tailed bats
and cave myotis, another type of bat. Thermal imaging
scans show that as many as 400,000 individuals pack
shoulder to shoulder along the chiroptorium walls during
the summer and fly out nightly to forage for insects. In the
winter the population dwindles to 3,000-15,000.

“Our bats are very strange,” says Jared Holmes, staff
biologist at Selah, equating the population to the bat version
of a wild college fraternity house. While a large maternal
population inhabits the space during summer months, it
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https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/Cover/Build-a-Bat-House
https://batworld.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/beginners-bat-house-plans.pdf
http://www.batcon.org/pdfs/BHBuildersHdbk13_Online.pdf
http://batworldstore.org/
http://lonestarwoodcraft.com/faq/
http://lonestarwoodcraft.com/faq/
http://www.batmanagement.com/Batcentral/batboxes/whyfail.html

changes when temperatures drop. “We don’t know if the
winter colony is just a bunch of lazy males [from northern
populations] that don’t want to fly all the way south or
something else,” Holmes says.

The maternal population generally shows up in April
or May and remains until the heat eases in September or
October. Bamberger built the chiroptorium to hold a mil-
lion individuals, but biologists today believe the cave’s
current population represents full capacity. “If you go in
there, it’s wall-to-wall bats, and as [evolutionary biologist]
Gary McCracken put it, they are a possum’s crawl off the
floor,” Holmes says.

Bamberger likes to say you could run around naked all
day and never get bitten by a mosquito at his ranch. And
while that’s not quite true, the bats do keep down the insect
population at Selah.

“It’s David’s bat cave of dreams,” Holmes says. “We're
lucky David tried it.”

But testing also has shown the cave carries a high load
of the fungus that causes white nose syndrome, the disease
that has killed millions of bats across the country, mostly
in the Northeast. When conditions are right, the fungus
blooms, creating an itchy, white, mushroomlike growth on
the bats’ faces that wakes them from hibernation. That’s
less of a problem in warmer places like Central Texas,
where they can still find water and insects year-round, but
devastating in colder climates. So far the Selah bats have
not shown signs of the disease, but as a precaution, Holmes
hopes to pressure-wash the chiroptorium this winter, at

Bamberger overlooks a pond
from one of his favorite spots
onthe preserve.

night while the population is out foraging.

“If we lose bats, we lose ecosystem services—all that free
pest control and food for other animals,” Holmes says.
“Bats are in trouble, and we have a very unique opportunity
to study how these man-made bat caves can function with
fungus and virus and how we can disinfect their habitats.
It’s an opportunity to see how we can help bats, and it’s
great to have a proven design that we may be able to scale
down for smaller colonies.”

Besides, bats don’t deserve their negative reputation,
Holmes and Bamberger say. The mammals have long been
maligned, equated with evil in old films and described as
blood-sucking vermin.

“But everything in the natural world, even things we de-
spise, plays a role in the conservation of planet Earth,”
Bamberger says. “From the very beginning of my time here,
1 knew I wanted to make the ranch something special with
Mother Nature. I realized the potential of bats—they would
be another thing I could brag about, teach from and
demonstrate.

“This is small potatoes, but I think my small potatoes are
terribly important.” @
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