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Member of  

National Garden Clubs, Inc., South Central Region,  

Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., District II, 

and Garden Club Council of Ft. Worth 

      

 

THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE 

 

Tuesday, February 28, 2023 

 Social 9:30 a.m. 

 Meeting 10:00 a.m. 

 Grapevine Convention Center  

     1209 S. Main Street Grapevine 
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What Happens in The 

Garden After Dark 

There is an amazing amount of ac-

tivity in your garden after dark that 

you may not be aware of.  Our 

speaker, Linda Wilson, will expose 

the unique flowers, insects and oth-

er critters that are active after 

dark.  This program will have you 

thinking about your garden in a 

new way and going out after dark 

to explore the differences from 

when the sun is shining. 
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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Sheri Jones, President 

Just like my garden is expected to recover after the winter, 

I expect to continue to recover from my recent fall in that 

garden.  I have received some wonderful support from my 

many friends in this club and have so much love and 

appreciation for you.  Thank you! 

  I am spending most of my time where I can view my 

backyard.  It would be a beautiful sight so many other 

months of the year, but I have definitely gained a new 

appreciation for brown cast iron plants, empty pots, and 

bare Japanese maples.   Today I got a special treat as a 

large flock of Cedar Waxwing stopped by and hung around for awhile on their way 

north, crowding each other off the birdbath.     

Last month Joetta and I shared some advice to “stay safe” in your garden, and not 

become another “Fallen Gardener”.   A book that I enjoy is The Lifelong Gardener by 

Toni Gattone.  You don’t have to be older to benefit from her suggestions regarding 

gardening. We’ll all get there!   

 

She has some good general ideas to keep in mind: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My favorite of Toni’s “Be” attitudes:    Be in a “glass half full” state of mind. 

 Switch it up.  Change your activity every 30 

minutes, as it’s repetitive movement that 

causes pain. 

 Anticipate your chores and have your tools 

with you. 

 Use only ergonomic tools. 

 Don’t be afraid to ask for help! 

 Back bothering you?  A raised or vertical 

gardening might be helpful. 

 Don’t give up gardening!   Find new ways 

to approach it. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

New member   

Grace Murray 

 

NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS  

FOR 2023-2024 

President – Dinah Chancellor  

1st VP Programs – Jacqueline Weilmuenster  

2nd VP Membership – Diane Cauwels  

3rd VP Communications – Suzie Agnew  

Secretary – Tina Bruns  

Corresponding Secretary – Robin Pond  

Treasurer – Linda Robbins  

Publicity – Margaret Meharg 
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                             Upcoming Events 
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GGC worked on three landscapes for Habitat for Humanity homes in 2005 & 2006 

in Fort Worth. A landscape design was created by GGC members using native 

and adapted plants which would be drought tolerant and easy for the home-

owner to maintain. The cost of purchasing foundation shrubbery, trees, and sod 

came from donations and club funds. The majority of the Texas-friendly plants 

were passalong donations from members’ gardens. It was recorded that approxi-

mately 30 club members and spouses along with local high school students and 

students from University of North Texas were involved in the installations. Each pro-

ject took approximately five hours to install. Rachel Clark chaired this project in 

2005 and Dave Buhr in 2006.  

Submitted by Joetta King 
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GRAPEVINE BOTANICAL 

GARDENS WORKDAY 
Friday, February 24 

10 a.m. 

Join us for a workday as an annual memorial to 

Linda Barraclough.   We are a big club, so 

working with other members is a great way to 

get to know people.  Bring your tools and water.  

Trace will set out various tasks for us.   

             

             Contact Wanda Stutsman or Pam Braak 
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Gardener’s Corner 

Alexandra Evans, Ways & Means 

 

GARDENER’S CORNER / BRING AND BUY 
 

New items this month: 
 

We have a brand new selection of 

garden and wildlife-themed 

notecards. These have been 

popular, and the new designs are 

charming! Take a look at the some 

of the choices. 
 

Another new item is a Moisture 

Meter. Stick it in soil and it instantly 

measures the moisture content. No 

more guessing. You will know when 

to water. No batteries needed for 

either indoor or outdoor use. Handy 

water measurement requirements 

for common plants are printed on 

the back. 

At last, the “Bring and Buy" sale returns to this month's meeting. It’s like a mini-garage 

sale with gardeners in mind. Our members are really looking forward to this sale to be 

able to buy at reasonable prices. 
 

If you have any small garden-related items you would like to donate, all will be 

gratefully accepted and placed for sale. Any items that don’t sell will be given to 

the Garden Bazaar to sell at April's plant sale. 
 

At the GGC General Meeting, look for the Bring and Buy table across from 

Gardener’s Corner sale tables. We look forward to seeing you at this fun event. 

February Brings the Bring and Buy Sale 
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SILVER CIRCLE CLUB  

Members for Over 25 Years 

Submitted by Joetta King, Historian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When acknowledging members 

who have been in GGC for at least 25 

years, we ask questions about their 

participation in GGC and their special 

interests in order to write a newsletter 

article about them.  Lisa’s response needs 

no supplemental comments! 

Why do I love GGC? Short answer: 

the people, people, people; 

programming; and plants.  Barbara Atkins 

invited me and easily convinced me when 

she said it was a garden club that gets its 

hands dirty (in the soil of course). 

I quickly recognized that the club 

had stellar leadership, and has continued 

that tradition.  I was charmed by Ed and 

Edith Pewitt’s passalong plant generosity; 

in awe of Sylvan Sigler’s iris collection and 

Joetta King’s lawn-free landscaping; 

impressed by the club’s various public 

gardening projects - bluebonnet pocket 

garden at traffic median at Dove & Wall, 

the Heritage Garden at the train depot, 

and Torian Cabin. The meeting programs 

always interest me. The social time with 

food, garden items for sale, and door 

prizes are a luxurious bonus. 

Joyce Quam, Linda Krimm, and Suzi 

Guckel’s quirky presentations and 

leadership have been a blessing as some 

club business can be a bit “dry”, and I 

have to give a shout out to Karen Rice 

and Chuck Voelker for the additional 

workshops they’ve created, as well as 

kudos to Joetta King and her mentees 

who have continued the day trips. 

As for my garden interest, I’ve hardly 

met a plant I didn’t covet, but it’s often 

death for them on my hardscrabble acre. I 

have long championed natives and am a 

long time member of LBJ Wildflower 

Center.  More recently I’m passionate 

about the Native Prairie Association of 

Texas (NPAT). I grew up roaming around 

Eagle Mt Lake and in my adult years spent 

hundreds of hours running my dogs along 

Lake Grapevine. Though I appreciate 

manicured gardens, I’m most intrigued 

studying what Mother Nature does with a 

free hand.  

Everyone should do the Master 

Naturalist Program.  Again, thanks to 

Barbara Atkins, I followed her lead and did 

it in Denton, fall of 2000. The most fun I’ve 

ever had. I encourage everyone to do 

civic engagement with their Keep 

America Beautiful chapter and local Parks 

and Recreation.  I lead Keep Southlake 

Beautiful and served on the Southlake 

PARD Board in the 90’s and I’m proud we 

built the waterscape in Bicentennial Park. 

 

Favorite native plant:  Penstemon cobaea 

(Prairie penstemon) Favorite garden 

flowers: Iris and bulbs, they rarely 

disappoint. Bromeliads and succulents are 

always a temptation. Favorite tools: Sharp 

shooter shovel and the serrated dagger 

hand tool the club sells. 

Silver Circle Honoree - Lisa Stokdyk  
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Ninfa Gonzales & Jacqueline Weilmuenster, Seed & Plant Exchange Co-chairs 

SEED CATALOGUE 

Our up-to-date seed catalog now goes from A to Z 

(arugula to zinnia)! Browse through it and plan to pick up 

choice seeds at our next general meeting - just in time to 

do some garden planning and indoor propagating. 

You’ll notice that there are growing tips in the catalog as 

well as websites with lots more information. If you have 

any seeds you would like to share, please bring them to 

the table along with the information below. Be 

adventurous, try sowing!  

Name Of Donor:    Name Of Plant: 

Date of Harvest:     Flower Color: 

Height:     Spread: 

Perennial / Annual    Poisonous / Invasive 

Sun / Partial / Shade   Soil: 

Each year the Grapevine Garden Club provides resources 

to schools and community non-profit organizations who 

are providing children and the community with 

opportunities to understand and learn about plants and 

the natural world.  The resources support projects which 

encourage experiences and interaction with plants, soils, 

insects, birds, and butterflies in their natural environment - thereby encouraging an 

understanding and appreciation of environmental stewardship and protection.   

This year’s recipients are: 

Holy Trinity Catholic School $300 

Faith Christian School $300 

GRACE $100 (all they requested) 
 

Congratulations. 

 

CIVIC SEED GRANTS 

     Debbie Boyle, Civic Seeds Committee Chair 
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WORKSHOPS 

Cindy Miller, Workshops Coordinator 

 

Tuesday, March 7 

1:00-3:00 p.m.  

Grapevine Recreation Center (REC) 

 

MaryAnn Nicholson from the Colleyville Garden Club will teach the 

class. She will supply all river rocks and paints. The fee is $5.00 for 2 river 

rocks. Participant limit is 30 members. 

 

One of our garden club members thought we each donate a rock for a 

special GGC section at Grapevine’s Parr Park Rock Art Trail. 

 

If you would like to sign-up for the Painted Rock Workshop; please e-mail 

Cindy Miller (Yearbook, page A-52). 

PAINTED ROCKS 
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WORKSHOPS, cont. 

Cindy Miller, Workshops Coordinator 

 

Tuesday, March 28 

1:00-3:00 p.m.  (Following GGC General 

Meeting) 

Grapevine Recreation Center (REC) 

We are delighted that Barbara Baker has agreed to 

conduct this workshop for our Garden Club on March 

28, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. at the REC, following the General 

Meeting. 
  
She will be speaking on the principles of design and 

mechanics. There will be handouts relating to the do's and don'ts of a successful 

display, whether for your home or the upcoming Flowercade (April 15-16). Table 

designs for Flowercade will be discussed.  Barbara will be giving us tips on 

conditioning and how to keep your flowers looking 'fresh'. You will walk away with a 

better understanding of the in's and out's of a successful floral arrangement, gain 

new understanding of quality, control and how to make the impact statement. 
  
Participants should bring their personal container and their own clippers. If you have 

some outdoor specimens you would like to incorporate in your design, please bring 

them. You will be furnished with a bundle of flowers from Trader Joe's to work with. 

Foam and floral tape will be provided. If your preference is chicken wire, feel free to 

bring that. 
  
Cost of the workshop is $20.00 and is limited to 20 participants. 

 

If you would like to sign-up for the Floral Design Workshop please e-mail Cindy Miller 

(Yearbook, page A-52). 

 

 

FLORAL DESIGN 101 
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GARDENERS ON THE GO 

Join us as we plan to “Tip Toe Through the Tulips” at Texas Tulips in Pilot 

Point, TX on, March 9. You will have the opportunity to wander through their 

open fields of tulips in various stages of bloom and pick a beautiful 

bouquet to bring home. They will also have bulbs for sale and can give you 

tips on planting. We will be carpooling from Grapevine Botanical Gardens 

leaving at 9:30 a.m. and returning around 3:00 p.m. The cost for this is $7.50 

per person which includes the entrance fee and 3 tulip stems. Additional 

tulips are $2.50 per stem. Flowers will be wrapped in pretty paper and stems 

will be put in flower gel. Picking baskets are available on the field. Lunch is 

separate for participants. We will be having lunch at Bebo’s in Pilot Point 

following our picking adventure. Sign-ups will be open at the February 

General meeting.  

Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, GOG Co-chairs  

Texas Tulips 

Pilot Point, TX 

March 9, 2023 



 

  February 2023                                                               13                                       grapevinegardenclub.org 

 

 

GARDENERS ON THE GO 

Suzie Agnew, Special Coordinator 

Kathryn Armstrong and Liz Lovett, GOG Co-chairs  

Herbs at North Haven 

Gardens 

Dallas, TX 

Thursday, April 6 

Carpools depart from Grapevine Botanical Gardens: 9:30 a.m. 

Tour the new, rebuilt post-tornado nursery:    10:45-11:15 a.m. 

Educational program on spring herbs:     11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

Lunch in their café, at attendee’s expense:   12:15 p.m.   

Return to Grapevine Botanical Gardens  

 

Cost: $10 (lunch is extra) 

 

Join us at the newly renovated North Haven Gardens for a tour of their nursery and 

an educational program on spring herbs. North Haven was severely affected by 

the 2019 tornado, but they have emerged better than ever. A maximum of 30 

lucky GGC participants will be treated to a wonderful outing. Sign up at the 

February or March GGC General Meeting.  
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Gardens, Bats, Nurseries, Friends, and Food! 

GOTT will travel to San Antonio May 8-10 on a 3-day trip full of activities. We 

will be visiting several gardens along the way, have a bat viewing 

experience, and of course enjoy food and friendship with our fellow GGC 

members.  

Highlights include: 

A visit and tour at San Antonio Botanical Gardens with lunch at the JardÍn 

restaurant. 

An evening viewing of bats emerging from the “maternity” roost at Bracken 

Cave. 

Visits to plant nurseries, sculpture gardens and nature trails. Travel off the 

freeway with views of springtime wildflowers and a stop in Lampasas.  

Other special tours and talks will be the San Antonio Japanese Tea Garden 

and the Lake Mitchell Audubon Center.  

Activity level – medium; Must be able to walk on unpaved trails.  

 

Bracken Cave 

Ready for Gardeners on               

Trips / Tours (GOTT)? 
 

Join us for a trip to San Antonio  

May 8-10, 2023 

(continued) 
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San Antonio Botanical Garden 

 

 

Karen Rice, GOTT Coordinator 

                   

Costs 

 Pre-trip fee of $100 - includes entrance fees, tours, donations, and lunch at SA 

Botanical Garden $20 non-refundable fee to hold a spot due by March 15. 

Remaining $80 fee due by April 4. 

 

 Other group travel expenses: Gas / carpool money - $35pp 

 

 Hotel rate options: (Breakfast is included as well as happy hour.)  

 One Queen Bed Studio Suite $109/night + 13% tax 

 One Single King Bed Suite   $124/night + 13% tax 

 Two Queen Beds Suite   $139/night + 13% tax 

  

 Other expenses you may expect:  Nursery shopping and other meals – 2 

lunches, 1 dinner, 1 evening snack (if desired) 

Group size is limited to 16- 20 people. Members have priority. Hotel rooms at the 

Schertz Staybridge Suites will be booked individually under a GGC group rate 

(link will be provided with detailed itinerary).  

This will be three full days of adventures so if you have been longing to “get up 

and go” this may be the trip for you!  

For detailed information, please contact Karen Rice 

GOTT, continued 

Japanese Tea Garden 
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SCHOLARSHIP 

Deadline for accepting scholarship 

applications is March 1st and will be 

here before you know it. Applications 

received after March 1st  will not be 

accepted.  Please see the GGC web-

site for the criteria and application. 

Below are the appropriate links: 

 

Requirements for Eligibility 

https://www.grapevinegardenclub.com/objects/

GGC_Scholarship_Requirements_202-v2.pdf 
 

Scholarship Application 

https://www.grapevinegardenclub.com/

objects/2020_GGC_Scholarship_Application_sys.pdf 

Karen Stephenson, Scholarship Chair 

Join us at the Grapevine Botanical Garden to 

dedicate the large Shumard Red Oak planted in 

commemoration of our club’s 90th Anniversary. The 

gathering is being coordinated with the city of 

Grapevine. Joe Moore, retired PARD Assistant 

Director, will speak.  

Day: Tuesday, March 7th 

Time: 11:30 a.m. 

Location: Grapevine Botanical Garden 

Please plan to attend… the more the merrier!  

LIVING LEGACY TREE DEDICATION 

Tina Bruns, Living Legacy Tree Project Chair 
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Deanna Moore, Garden Elves Coordinator 

Longtime GGC member Minnie Hall passed away this past December.  As we do for 

all members who pass, books are donated to the Grapevine Public Library in their 

memory.  The following books will be donated in memory of Minnie: 

 

The First Time Gardener Raised Bed Gardening by Calikim 

 

IN MEMORIUM 

GARDEN ELVES 
GGC has a new group: GARDEN ELVES. 

 

This group will assist Grapevine Garden Club members who, due 

to an unexpected need, have a small garden project that 

requires attention. Examples of projects are trimming of small 

bushes, weeding, moving pots, turning compost, planting an 

item, etc.  This gardening project will be on a one-time basis for 

up to 2 hours. 

 

At the February 28  general meeting we will have a sign-up sheet for those who 

would like to help when needed. 

Garden Allies by Frédérique Lavoipierre 

The Gardener’s Palette by Jo Thompson 

Terry Curcio, Outreach 
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 Hooray! We are getting some dig dates on the calendar! If you want a dig, 

please contact Judy/Karen as soon as you can.  We’ll work with you on a date. 

We’ll also need an estimate of number of plants so we can schedule enough 

volunteers to help. 
 

 If you are planning to dig your own donations or have dug already, 

please send Judy/Karen a list of what you have (plant name, quantity, 

pot size, color/variety). We need the list to help inform our buyers of our 

heirloom plant inventory.  
 

 For new members, or our veterans, if you would like to bring your dug 

plants to a dig to get soil and pot with us, you are more than welcome. 

You will then need to take your potted plants home and care for them 

until the sale.  
 

 Reminder: Indoor plants, herbs and succulents are all welcome again 

this year.  
 

We have pots and potting soil if needed!  Just contact Judy or Karen and we’ll 

arrange to meet you at the greenhouse.   Note: You will need a container for 

the soil.   
 

We are grateful for your support of this important event! Contact info for Karen 

Stephenson and Judy Sutherland is in the Yearbook. 

     

 
Judy Sutherland and Karen Stephenson, Plant Sale Co-Chairs    

GGC 2023 Annual Plant Sale  

Saturday, April 15, 2023 
 

The Clock is Ticking! 

 

Spring Plant Sale will be here soon. 
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Catriona Noble, Garden Bazaar Coordinator 

Our sale of pots, books, and yard art is 

changing.  We are excited that this year 

our space within our annual plant sale 

will be known as The Garden 

Bazaar.  Now, along with pots, books, 

and yard art, we will for the first time be 

selling TOOLS.  However, we will be more 

than pleased to accept anything that 

you consider to be a gardening item.  We only ask that your 

donations be clean and in reasonably good 

condition.  Fortunately, we have our own in-house tool sharpener 

who has offered his sharpening skills for the donated tools. 

 

Please reach out to your family and friends for donations and 

consider stopping by a yard or estate sale for items that we can 

resell. 

 

Contact Catriona Noble, Carole Lee or Terry Curcio with any 

questions, or to arrange drop-off or pick-up of donated items  

Garden Bazaar at the GGC Plant Sale 


