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IT'S SO EASY TO CREATE A BACK YARD HABITAT AND A BUTTERFLY HABITAT 
 
www.dallasbutterflies.com; www.monarchwatch.org; 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/wildscapes/; www.westongardens.com.  You 
might want to certify your garden as a backyard habitat through the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  
The cost is $15.00 (9/2012) for Texas Back Yard Habitat Certification; $16.00 (9/2012) for Monarch 
Waystation Certification. 
 
 

CREATING A BACK YARD HABITAT 
 

To create your backyard habitat you must provide food, shelter, nesting areas, and water for birds and 
other wildlife.  You must eliminate pesticides and herbicides and be tolerant of all wildlife--including slugs, 
snails, lizards, caterpillars and other creepy, crawly creatures! 
 

 Visit http://www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/Outdoor-Activities/Garden-for-Wildlife/Gardening-Tips/Using-
Native-Plants.aspx for help from NWF’s native plant guide.  Check out www.dirtdoctor.com, OR 
www.westongardens.com OR http://www.wildflower.org/explore/ 
for Texas native plants. 
 

Checklist for Creating a Bird-Friendly Back Yard Habitat 
1. Stop using pesticides in your yard 
2. Recreate the multiple layers of plant growth found in natural areas for weather protection—

ground cover, mid-height, evergreen shrubs, tall trees, dead limbs (scags) 
 

Texas Gold columbine 
Fall Aster (TX oblongifolius) 
penta 
moonbeam coreopsis 
*milkweed-- (Monarch) 
*butterfly weed--Asclepias curassolin 
*fennel--bronze and green (Black Swallowtail) 
*dill 
*parsley--Swallowtail 
*rue 
rosemary 
*passion flower vine (Gulf Frittillary and Zebra) 
Spanish lavender--lavendula stoechas 
holly fern 
autumn fern 
butterfly bush 
powis castle artemesia 
Russian sage 
Salvia Greggii 
Blue Queen sage 
rock rose 
dwarf ruellia 
phlox--summer, John Fannick 
French hollyhock 
stokes aster--stoksea laevis 
goldenrod--solidago canadensis 
hardy blue plumbago--ceratostigma plumbaginoldes 
homestead verbena--verbena canadensis 
*Sunflower--(Painted Lady) 
*Lantana--(Gray Hairstreak) 

http://www.dallasbutterflies.com/
http://www.monarchwatch.org/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/wildscapes/
http://www.westongardens.com/
http://www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/Outdoor-Activities/Garden-for-Wildlife/Gardening-Tips/Using-Native-Plants.aspx
http://www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/Outdoor-Activities/Garden-for-Wildlife/Gardening-Tips/Using-Native-Plants.aspx
http://www.dirtdoctor.com/
http://www.westongardens.com/
http://www.wildflower.org/explore/
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*Mallow--(Gray Hairstreak) 
Mexican Mint Marigold 
*(larval plants) 
 

For information on butterfly habitats see: 
 
http://www.nababutterfly.com/cert_index.html 
http://www.dallasbutterflies.com/ 

 

MILKWEED  

Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa)  

Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)  

Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata)  

 

GENERAL NECTAR PLANTS 

Indian Blanket (Gaillardia pulchella) 

Joe Pye Weed (Eupatorium purpureum) 

Purple Horse Mint (Monarda citriodora) 

Scarlet Sage (Salvia coccinea) 

Tithonia Torch, Mexican Sunflower (Tithonia) 

Zinnia, Dahlia Mix (Zinnia elegans) 

 

Each fall, hundreds of millions of monarch butterflies migrate from the United States and 

Canada to overwintering areas in Mexico and California where they wait out the winter until 

conditions favor a return flight in the spring. The monarch migration is truly one of the 

world's greatest natural wonders, yet it is threatened by habitat loss in North America - at 
the overwintering sites and throughout the spring and summer breeding range as well. 

Monarch Waystation Habitats 

Monarch Waystations are places that provide resources necessary for monarchs to produce 

successive generations and sustain their migration. Without milkweeds throughout their 

spring and summer breeding areas in North America, monarchs would not be able to 

produce the successive generations that culminate in the migration each fall. Similarly, 

without nectar from flowers these fall migratory monarch butterflies would be unable to 

make their long journey to overwintering grounds in Mexico. The need for host plants for 

larvae and energy sources for adults applies to all monarch and butterfly populations around 
the world. 

Why We Are Concerned 

Milkweeds and nectar sources are declining due to development and the widespread use of 

herbicides in croplands, pastures and roadsides. Because 90% of all milkweed/monarch 

habitats occur within the agricultural landscape, farm practices have the potential to 

strongly influence monarch populations. 

Development. Development (subdivisions, factories, shopping centers, etc.) in the U.S. is 

consuming habitats for monarchs and other wildlife at a rate of 6,000 acres per day - that's 

2.2 million acres each year, the area of Delaware and Rhode Island combined! 

 

Genetically Modified Crops. Widespread adoption of herbicide-resistant corn and 

soybeans has resulted in the loss of more than 80 million acres of monarch habitat in recent 

http://www.nababutterfly.com/cert_index.html
http://www.dallasbutterflies.com/
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years. The planting of these crops genetically modified to resist the non-selective systemic 

herbicide glyphosate (Roundup®) allows growers to spray fields with this herbicide instead 

of tilling to control weeds. Milkweeds survive tilling but not the repeated use of glyphosate. 

This habitat loss is significant since these croplands represent more than 30% of the 

summer breeding area for monarchs. 

 

Roadside Management. The use of herbicides and frequent mowing along roadsides has 

converted much of this habitat to grasslands - a habitat generally lacking in food and shelter 

for wildlife. Although some states have started to increase the diversity of plantings along 

roadsides, including milkweeds, these programs are small. 

Unfortunately, the remaining milkweed habitats in pastures, hayfields, edges of forests, 

grasslands, native prairies, and urban areas are not sufficient to sustain the large monarch 

populations seen in the 1990s. Monarchs need our help.  

What You Can Do 

To offset the loss of milkweeds and nectar sources, we need to create, conserve, and 

protect milkweed/monarch habitats. We need you to help us and help monarchs by creating 

"Monarch Waystations" (monarch habitats) in home gardens, at schools, businesses, parks, 

zoos, nature centers, along roadsides, and on other unused plots of land. Without a major 

effort to restore milkweeds to as many locations as possible, the monarch population is 
certain to decline to extremely low levels. 

The Value of Monarch Waystations 

By creating and maintaining a Monarch Waystation, you are contributing to monarch 

conservation, an effort that will help assure the preservation of the species and the 

continuation of the spectacular monarch migration phenomenon. 


